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ERRATA IN VOL. 1. 

In page 38, Une 40, /or stratagem read strategem. 
In page 74, line 2!ò,for stratagem read strategem. 
In page 134, line S,for prevented read presented. 
In page 138, line 44, for though read throagh. 
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— he rose to note that in the debate no notloe had been taken of what waa the most 




been, bronght forward if an opportonity had beõi gtwa.—H<nm c/ Ooimnoi», S7 Joly, 1867. 
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DeFECTION IN THE AnOLICAN GhUBCH. 
LETTER LXVI. 

To ihe Editor ofthe Bradford Adoertiser, 

SiR, — A subject which every man in this countrj has a riglit 
to coDsider as afiecting bis well-being, is the movement which 
is making in the interior of the Anglican Ghurch Establish- 
ment, for going back again, some wiU say to tbe rock whence 
it was hewn, but as scríptural quotation is a veiy arbitrary 
matter, there are others who would give quite a different 
kind of turn to their illustration. 

And here there shall be no attempt to enter upon tbe ancient 
coutroversy. It shall be admitted without a dissenting voice, 
that every man so far a^ in private duty bound, has a right to 
go his own way, none asking him a reason. But there may be 
])nblic duties besides. No wise man in these days and this 
country, thinks of entering ioto individiial hostil ities against 
the stock of Israel. The oampaign has gradually settled down, 
íVom the time when teeth were drawn and daughters of Jeru- 
salém bumt Wholesale in our provincial capital, to the last not 
three months old enunciation, that the lights of Englishmen 
are not dependent on agreement with the doctrinal opinions of 
this or that man, or of any man. Nobody henceforth will 
quarrel with his neighbour for being a Jew, nor for being any- 
thing else he conscientiously may choose. 

But there would be another sort of reckoning, if a portion of 
the established clergy, after taking possessiou of the revenues 
at a time of struggle formally assigned for their support, should 
announce their intention of, to the extent of their power, 
reverting to the Mosaic dispensation, and open, for instance, 
the village chancel for eating with due solemnities the paechal 
lamb, while the rural general practitioner attended in the 
vestry to inflict on every little boy the painful initiation which 
was required ofthe patríarchs. And the case would be made 
Btronger, if a bishop of counUess revenues were to turn out 
and say, that he would bear in his own person testimony to 
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2 Defectíon in ihe Anglican Church, 

the justice of this revolution, and was ready to support big 
presbyters in going auy length that publie feeling would make 
safe. 

The answer hereon would be, " Perform your rites npon 
yourselves, either with a sharp stone or in any way you may 
prefer, but do not hold your hishoprics àUmg with it. It is 
clear you must be conscientious : but conscience does not 
involve the keeping of other people's nioney, assigned for a 
quite opposite purpose. Be Jews, or be bishops ; but do not 
be Jew-bishops, and take Protestant pay and allowances." The 
case would be the same, if for Jew anything else was sub- 
stituted. 

It is interesting to see the steps by which this strange move- 
ment has been facilitated. At the time when the balance of 
publie opinion led to a great reformation of ecclesiastical 
matters in Great Britain, there was of course anything but 
unanimity in the process. Putting out of sight those who 
uiade violent opposition and were beaten, there must have 
been an almost boundless variety of doctrine among those who 
on the whole agreed to take the victorious side. Contests of 
this kind are generally headed by men of extreme opinions» 
and then comes a longarray of supporterswilling tohelp them 
in the main, but each having some tidbit of a fancy, which he 
would willingly introduce if he could. And the more advanced 
leaders would of course do what they thought was in their 
power, to conciliate these weaker brethren; and the result 
would be, that the weaknesses of the weak would to some 
extent make their appearance among the strength of the 
strong, like the iron and clay feet of the prophet's image. It 
would be so now, and of course it was so then. 

No man attending to the subject with moderate good 
humour and moderate absence of interest to mistake, can fail 
to see amusing instances of this kind of double management. 
A pet fancy of the half-way reformers, was the church's power 
to absolve ; and the extènt to which they contrived to introduce 
it, may be considered as the measure of their relative strength. 
In the open every-day service, they only succeeded in estab« 
lishing the most curious specimen of equivocation in human 
liistory. They had no chance of carrying the declaration that 
the priest could absolve from sin; but their more vigorous 
brethren sopped them with permission to declare, not that the 
priesthood could absolve, but that '* He pardoneth and 
absolve th " ali them that truly repent, and unfeignedly believe 
Ilis holy Gospel. This was for every-day use. But on some 
occasions of rarer occurrence they were less sharply looked 
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after. Thus in tbe service for the sick, they succeeded in 
asserting a power in the church, to " absolve ali sinners who 
tnily repent and believe in Him ;" which, though a little more 
boldly worded, is practically nothing more than before, namely 
an assertion that God would absolve, and the church might 
say he would. In the Ordination of Priests, the bishops had 
it more to themselves, and there is stronger evidence of the 
leayen that was at work. The bishops, according to the spirit 
which evidently directed the mass of the movement, were to 
set apart certain individuais as fít to preach the doctrines of 
the church, and among others tbe doctrine that God would 
absolve those who truly repent. But there is no denying that 
they inserted as mucb as they could of their own cross pur- 
poses, leaving a notable testimony, of where the zeal for 
reform was warmest, and who it was that lagged bebind. 

Connected with absolution, was confession ; and in ali tbe 
equivocating processes the two are to be seen together. Every- 
body thought it was proper to ** acknowledge and confess our 
manifold sins and wicKedness." fiut when it was addçd, 
*' that we should not dissemble nor cloak them before the face 
of Almighty God our beavenly Father; but confess them 
with an humble, lowly, penitent, and obedient heart ;" — there 
was a lingering hope in some quarters that this would have 
been anticipated by confession to the priest. The vigorous 
and the thougbtful were quite aware, that an advice to confess 
our faults one to another was no autboríty for a system of 
confessing tbem to the priesthood, and that in addition to the 
evident absence of ali claim to suoh a process in the time of 
the adviser, there was the objection well urged by the sarcastic 
Frenchman, when he represented bis Huron (North American 
Indian) as confessing to the priest, and then leaping into the 
chair and âying into a passion because tbe priest refused to 
kneel down and do tbe same to him in turn. And this is the 
** hay, straw, stubble," which, with lilies and butter-cupsbetter 
âtted to adorn a calf for sacrifico to Júpiter, — and paltry em- 
broidery and mummery to match, — have been fixed on in these 
latter days as the means of overturning the decorous well- 
bebaved church of the Anglican Reformntion. 

Amusing instances of the same phaenomenoQ are in other 
places. Thus there was an old quarrel, wbether marriage was 
a sacrament. And it was patched up by inserting a declaration 
in tbe shape of a IT to the form of Matrimony, that " It is 
convenient that the new maxried persons should receive the 
holy Communion at the time of their marriage, or at the first 
opportanity after their marriage.'* This, if it did not amount 
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to makínsf marriage a sacrament, was the nearest thing to it 
that could be got It would be cruel to quarrel with the mi- 
nority ; for they were thankful for small mercies. 

In the same way in the Catechism they succeeded in inter- 
polating " which are verily and indeed teJcen and received by 
the faithful." In the Baptismal service they stniggled, and 
not altogether without success, to leave room for rustics to 
surmise, that the priestdid something with "thelaverof regene- 
ration" which was the parish font» distinct from the good-will 
of the Saviour towards infants, Àom which we " doubt not 
therefore " that " He will favourably receive the present in- 
fant." There is the same harmless attempt at equivocation. 

It was Charles James Fox who said, " There was always a non- 
sense part in an Act of Parliament;" and there is the like in 
forms of law, as would be proved by any man who should raise a 
publio alarm on the strength of John Doe and Richard Eoe 
being left running up and down the countrv. Everybody 
always knew that tbis was the nonsense part. The less comely 
pordons of the chureh service as it stands, were known for 
such, and well-meaning people did not talk about them. It 
was reserved for a portion of the church*s own children, to play 
the part of graceless Ham to their parent ; and nobody would 
regret to see them cut oíf from tithes and Easter offerings, and 
made into sérvants of servants for anybody who chooses to 
employ them. 

What the thing is looking to, is this. Either there must be 
amendments in the doctrines and ceremonies of the chureh, to 
the outting off the excrescences which her best children are 
the forem ost to acknowledge, — or there will be a growing ten- 
dency to the resumption of that mass of public property which 
for the last tbree centuries has been in the hands of the chureh 
establishment, and an application of it to public purposes, as 
a balance to the necessity for every man supporting his own 
religious establishment out of his own pocket. There is a 
good deal that is optional about it ; if only men will make 
their option in time. 

Yours sincerely, 

T. P£BBOKET Thompson. 
• Eliot Vale, Blaokheath, 15 Sept. 1858. 
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The "Relioious Difficdltt" in Nattoííal Education. 

LXVII. 

A PAMPHLET under the above titíe, by Mr. Templar, Master 
of the Model Secular School at Manchester, induces me to 
retum to the subject. 

It is a calm and moderate statement, of the obstacles thrown 
in the way of Education by the English Obscurantista. It perhaps 
errs rather on the side of conceding too much to them, and 
not standing with sufficient stiíiness on the point, that they 
are well paid out of the public purse for teaching their busi- 
ness, and we want, where necessary, to have help towards 
teaching oun, 

The time is gone by when a question of this kind was to be 
blinked through vague terrors of sacerdotal fulminations. We 
are of the stock of those who put the lion down, and are not 
^oing to be mastered by the wolf of our own creation. There 
IS no reason why we should shrink from the oontest our fathers 
dealt with, or why, any more than then, we should doubt of 
fínally bringing the majority to our side. If they have the 
tongues, so have we. If they know history, so do we. If they 
have mixed with the possessors of power and the rulers of 
opinion, our course also has not been without opportunities 
of the like. We refuse to shelter ourselves under a barren 
Nonconformity. We prefer to stand up, as boné of their boné, 
and sinew of their sinew; able to meet them without any oddsj 
and least of ali to be put down by the threat of being con- 
founded with men of warm passions but scant knowledge, 
who are the small deer injustice loves to feed upon. Are 
there none among us, whose hearts have warmed at seeing the 
lawn of the Bishops in the House of Lords, and tbanked the 
sound policy of our forefathers who stamped that seal on their 
success in one of the great battles of the world ? Do they 
think we never drank ** Floreat domua " like another man, nor 
joyed to see an old fellow-student, or literary pastor and master, 
raised to the benoh where modern episcopaoy exercises powers 
unknown to its primitive simplicity ? Let there be no mistake. 
The movement is not from without, but from within. The 
progress of soimd knowledge, to which they and we and 
everybody owe that we are not buying indulgences for sins to 
come, from some pedlar in prophylactic absolution, shall not 
be stumped to please lom curates, and flatter the vanity of 
rising generations of gownsmen. 

The feeling is not one of animoeity to anybody. The wise 
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and the good in their own ranks, will be with us, We only 
want to put down what their own wise and good consider as 
impertinent. The worst we would say to the worst of them, is 
what I dare say you recoUect among the tales of those who 
** told our wondering boyhood legends store " — how a little boy 
was observed to carry his moniing's meai of milk and bread 
into the ôelds» and on being watched, he was found to have 
made acquaintance with a snake (a poor harmless creature, 
by the way, if Yorkshiremen could think so, always exceptíng 
the hag^ormj ; and when his new friend put his head too far 
into the bowl, he patted him with the spoon and said, " Eeep 
to thy own side, Greyface !" We want nothing of our friends, 
but the same kind of considerate forbearance. 

Mr. Templar gives curious samples of what it is that go- 
vemment pays for. Compare the training given in Mr. Salfs 
schoo], as elucidated in your paper of four weeks ago, with the 
gibberish inculcated by the government's instructors. If they 
reply that the pity is the boys do not know more, — what have 
the olergy of ali denominations been doing, that their boys are 
left to say that " Christ descended into heaven," and afterfour 
orfive yeara drilling be of opinion that their duty is " to onner 
and to bay the queen and ali that are put in a forty imder 
her." The fact is, they cannot drill, and we can ; and ali we 
want is, that they would do something for their money in their 
own way, and let us do the same in ours. 

The grounds for inviting uuion from those who will unite, are 
many. Ali ill things have a sort of partnership ; and good 
ones must have the same. This plan for keeping down educa- 
tion is linked with many another. It is part. and parcel of the 
plan for getting back to the old ecclesiastical domination of 
butter-cups and trumpery ; not with ou t connexion with other 
schemes of thraldom for the laity, some of which have broken 
down Hke the Jew question, and others are breaking down like 
the Wife's Sisters and more that migbt be mentioned. The 
clergy in ali time have had a hankering after trying a fali 
with the laity ; and they have always fallen. One reason has 
been, that they have scaroely ever kept clear of resting their 
cause on what the Times newspaper calls "downright un- 
tniths." They cannot quote without inserting or leaving out 
a "not." The laity have contracted the habit of believing 
everything that is said to them, in the contrary direction. 

It is hardly necessary to say, that the object in writing this, 
is to excite that portion of the community with whom you are 
particularly conversant, to take up this block on the education 
of the masses as one of their questions, in sure and certaiu 
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hope that the victory of knowledge will be thdr viotory, and 
lead directly to the abatement of ali of which they havereason- 
ably to coraplain. 

Meanwhile there is something the Working Classes ean do ; 
for uo man in this country needs be made a fool of, without 
his consent. Let them decline sending their children to the 
schools where gibberish is taught, and send them where they 
will learn what will niake them wise in this world, and give 
them the chance of choosing rightly for the next. Assistance 
will come. Suecessful men of businees, as in vour own 
instance, will step forward. Powerful classes of religious men 
are among those who will finally take the honest side. The 
Universities must be opened to Dissenters ; which is only 
another branch of the sarae stniggle. Jt is " close time*' now. 
and questions cannot be asked ; but that will be o ver. Their 
object is to sbut out light; that ruling classes only may have 
eyes. It wili be contrary to human experience, if the party of 
the extinguisher carnes the day. 

Yours &c. 

22 Septeinher, 1858. 
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Fbognostications of the Newspàpebs. 

LXVIII. 

Some of the newspapers are fiill of prognostications that 
the present govemment cannot hold its own, and that there 
must be a general election. Not feeling convinced of this, I 
am terapted to put down the reasons why the parties who most 
urgently want improvement in the legislation, should sit down 
resignedly under a contrary dispensation if it happens, and 
try tp roake the best of what exists, if the fact tums out they 
cannot help it. 

The existíng. govemment, or ministry, have made two great 
elips. One was in leaping, like bull-trouts, at the proposals 
unacconntably prooeeding from the representativo of what calls 
itself a liberal constituency, to legitimize bribery on a point 
where it had been kept at bay through a doubt about the law, 
in respect of hiring men to vote by the offer to pay travelling 
expensos. It was an act not reconcileable with virile sense, 
on the part of either the proposers or the accepters. And the 
other was, in throwing themselves headlong as a sacrifíce to 
the unreasoning propensities which may be described under 
lhe title of *' the British liou," in the stupid and discreplitable 
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aâair at Jidda. A pretty thing it is, if the recruiting sergeaut' 
is to go about your streets, and say to your boys, " Come and 
'list, and you shall be hangman's mates. Or if it be a country 
wbere beheading is in fasbion, you shall stand by and help the 
ciitting off the heads of a score or two of men who you kuow 
haye had no trial, and in ali probability have been picked up 
in the streets as the least likely to have anybody to take their 
part. You shall scatter sawdust if you like, or who knows 
Dut you might be nromoted to hold a basin to catch the blood? 
Make haste to take the shilling, and this is what you may 
come to." 

There is no doubt but in both these cases they acted 
foolisbly. But it was not altogether out of malice. The op- 

Çortunities sought out tJiemj and not they the opportunities. 
'hey did not send a man to China to quarrel with the Chinese 
on an avowed falsehood (unless he did it of his o\rn head), 
thereby disgracing the name of EngUshman to coming genera- 
tions. In legitimizing bribery they committed no treason 
against the popular cause, because they were under no engeige- 
ments to it. The mischiel: was thrust upon them, and they 
gave way. 

And then on the other hand, they had really showu signs of 
an inclination to hear reason and do well. It matters not 
where men came from, nor what were the antecedents of their 
party, if they will now do the thing that good is. They took 
a i>road step in doing away with one of the Charters com- 
plaints at a blow ; the more is the pity they could not resist 
the silliness of neutralizing it the íirst time anybody was found 
to ask them. They also swept away, or allowed to be so dis- 
posed of, a brand of politicai ineí^uality based on religious 
opinion. On other points in the same direction, they showed 
much reasonableness and disposition to do fairly. The man 
who will do because he must, is better than the man who wiil 
not when he oan. There was more hope of the new than of 
the old, though they did not exactly hoist the right coloura, 
nor make the right professions. 

It would therefore be unwise to run too hotly after thosewho 
bawl for getting back into the ancient ruts. Let us see where 
the new ones will carry us; what the old ones did, or would 
not do, we know fuU well. Were I a bettiug man, I would 
take out my book and write down fifty, against any man's fifty 
on the other side, that some concession or trial on the subject, 
for instanoe, of the Ballot, comes from the present men sooner 
than from the old. 

They have not held office long enough to get obstinate. 
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They are not like the Italian lodging-house keeper, who when 
told that her cieling looked likely to come down upon her 
sleeping inmates, replied that it bad been so for twenty years, 
and she did not know why it should come down now. There 
wanted what sailors call ** freshening the nip." Let us try howr 
the ' new nip will hold, hefore we insist too rashly on 
retuming to the old. When the new gives proof of disap- 
pointing, we may think of the other. In the meantime, tui*n 
and tiim about is fair. 

Yours &c. 
29 Sept. 1858. 
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LXIX. 



A JOUBNAL in your nei^hbourhood has expressed surprise, 
that your representativo should haye been found advocating 
the retum to parliament from Greenwich, of an individual 
who has borne the burden and heat of the day to a greater 
extent than ány other man living, in âghting to success the 
great question of religious freedom. 

As it is not pleasant to be the cause of wonder to one*s 
friends, I feel tempted to go over the ground, and ask what 
there was to surprise anybody in the course taken, and whether 
the wonder would not rather have been, if it had been the 
other way. 

Put the case now, that in any of the preceding struggles, for 
the admission to the House of Oommons of, say Nonconfor- 
mist, Unitarian, Oatholic, Quaker, (which I believe is some- 
thing like the order of chronology), an individual had made 
great efforts, and incurred considerable sacriíices, in personally 
pushing the question towards a successful issue. And then it 
happens that a companion in persecution is the lucky man 
that first makes good bis lodgment within the enemy'8 in- 
trenchments. Does that of itself make any reason for wonder- 
ing, that the other should be supported when bis tum comes ? 

It may be presumed that of itself it does not ; and therefore 
there must be other reasons. And now what are the reasons ? 
As far as can be gatheréd, they are because he does not %o 
the whole length in other matters that somebody could bave 
desired of him. It therefore becomes necessary to tum out 
and sift those " other matters." 

The facts appear to have been, that on ali subjects other 
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than the religious one in which he may be called chief actor, 
be demonstrated himself to be farther advanced tban the 
ayerage of meu who are doing a good working stroke of 
buBÍness as eâective Keformers. Beforms are not made wholly 
and solely bj men who go to the extreme of the possibie. 
It is very necessary that there should be such» and somebody 
must aiwajs bell the cat. But the battle is not carried by that 
aloue, but by the closing in of men of less ardent tempera- 
ments, and the accession of those who have a gift of foretelling 
the strongest side. Ali great things must be accomplished — at 
some time present. And the man who does what is wanted 
at time present, is worth a score of those who only think they 
should be ahle to be very useful this day ten years. 

Now here is a man who declared himself hearty andsound 
on every question likely to be brought to the pinch of a vote, 
either in this parliament or in the next. What can be more 
to the point than sending euch a man to parliament? There 
are those that say — " No. We should prefer voting for a man 
who would give bis vote for some question which will be 
brought before the House in the days of our children, and 
who pracdcally, in the actual state of things, will not get 
to parliament at ali." 

Our Dissenting candidate ayowed that be would go for the 
Ballot, which at the present moment is the great practical test 
of men*8 knowledge and sincerity. And when pressed on the 
Bubject of the Suifrage, he declared himself for an extension, 
which is the important thing just now ; though he stuck at the 
belief that the sufi&age must be connected with a man'8 having 
something in the shape of property or other. And when asked 
point-blank if he would vote for the division of the land, he 
decidedly held out no hopes of such a termination. 

Under such circumstances then as these, was it well argued 
or well digested, to express surprise that a friend of religious 
freedom who had been working thirty years, as can be proved 
by book, on that very subject, should not have been dismayed 
at the idea of continuing such support as he could give, 
because the candidate thought the sufírage must be connected 
with some sort of property, and would not vote for the division 
of the land ? 

There is always a way of making a noise and doing nothing, 
and there is a way of putting in the pickaxe where it makes 
the present bole. The object of ali of us should be to do 
the last and not the first ; and we must be excused for slightly 
grumbling, when friends without due consideration employ 
their precious balms to break our heads. 



Reã JSerringê^ H 

Those who attached value to the question of religious free- 
dom before it was carried, and who now attach value to 
clinching it, will perhaps think they can more profítably expend 
their energies by encouragÍDg the good cause, than by throwing 
cold water on it without necessity. 

Yours &ic. 

6 Octoher, 1858. 
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Eed Herbinos. 

LXX. 

I UAVE reason to believe that some of our friends are un- 
necessarily troubled in their minds on the subject of Currency ; 
and they forward to me the evidence of great and persevering 
pains haviug been taken, I have no doubt with the best of 
possible intentions, to persuade them that sometbing yery 
dreadful is going on in this direction, to which the attention of 
the Working Classes ought to be extensively appropriated. 

It is far from my object to deuy tliat there are or may be 
things connected with the existing state of the Currency, 
which might be amended with great advantage to the public. 
And as I really believe that the reason they are not amended, 
is based on want of examination rather than on any ill design, 
or even any distinct interest at the present moment in any 
quarter, — it would ill become me to bear hard upon such as 
inyite their fellow-citizens to any kind of consideration of the 
subject. 

But still we must not allow ourselves and friends to be nm 
off with, into any ditcb that is deep enougb to hold us. For 
tbat would be sadly adverse to what we want, which is to make 
some progress aloug the turnpike road of truth. And as what 
has been transmitted to me appears, as far as words go, to be 
addressed to myself among other "Members of the Commons," 
I will take the liberty to sift it, assumingtbat there is no neces- 
sity for closer description of the production in my hands. 

Fassing over then ali questions about style, which is only 
the trimmings of the dish, — though a shrewd guess may 
sometimes be made from the trimmings, at what the dish is 
like to be, — ^the grand statement, so far as coUectible, appears 
to be this, — ^That the Working Classes and ali classes are 
mainly suffering, in consequence of " PeeFs false and change- 
able See-Saw Cycle Swindling Single Gold Currency," iustead 
of " using Mr. ritt's Joint Gold and Silver Currency." 
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If accused of strípping tbis of its reasous, I must defend my- 
self by pleadÍDg, that there were none to strip. There was 
nothing biit assertion and hard words. If the reasons are 
anywhere laid down, tbey ougbt to have been referred to. 

And now, are the Working Classes to be made uneasy in 
their miuds, by a declaration signed on the 2õth of September, 
18Õ8, that their evils come through their wages being paid in 
gold and not in silver ? Does not it sound like the fancy of a 
man wbo has taken something into bis mind, which he has no 
power of making visible to others? Ghosts have been seen 
upon this principie; and there is no reason why a Currency 
ghost should alarm the neighbourhood, merely because some- 
body is found to put down in print that it is there. 

I stand therefore on this point ; and whenever our alarm ed 
friends will find the reasons anywhere given, why this asser- 
tion on Gold and Silver Currency should be accepted, I will do 
my best to answer. Till then, we will ali decline to wrestle 
wíth shadows. 

Everybody knows what this Mnd of ghosts come to. I knew 
a man of high standing and knowledge of the world, who said 
that ghosts in a family mansion, always ended in the retirement 
of a female servant. As sure as they ended in this, do the 
other kind of ghosts end in a demand for an unlimited issue of 
paper, or something thereanent. Their foUowers never can 
comprehend, that however beneficiai issues of this kind may 
be to the knaves who issue, the result is, that the value of the 
whole currency within the country (be it metal, paper, eggs, 
hob-nails or Fmnan haddocks, ali of which have been found 
acting as currency at different times and places) will be from 
time to time reduced to the old value, thus taking the dif- 
ference out of the value of what is in the pockets or strong 
boxes of ali the holders. Some schoolboys cannot understand 
this. They say, if the old woman at the shop would take 
pebbles for halfpence, and the grocer in like manner consent to 
take them in rêturn for bis treacle, and pass th em on to bis 
merchant in London, would not this be a glorious invention 
for everybody, and why does not the world set about it without 
delay ? 

If, which Í8 rather a libellons assumption, there are any 
of the Working Classes disposed to wish they lived under sucíi 
a dispensation, it is worth Uieir while to consider what would be 
the result of such a plan if it were possible to suppose it 
carried out. It would be simply that the prices of treacle-cake 
and ali other things, as measured in bits of gravei, would rise 
and rise till they stopped at the exact value of gravei in the 
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market (whicb advertisements atthe Bailway Station inform me, 
for the best Dartford gravei ia twelve shillings per load), with a 
deduction for the trouble and expense of wlieelÍDg it home. So if 
any man thinks be sbould be the better for going to market with 
a cart-load of gravei instead of twelve shillings inhis pocket, I do 
not see why be sbould not try it now. 

One point I would take the opportunity of submitting here, 
though there is not space for more than stating tbe case. And 
that is, tbat increasiog the quantity of tbe Gurrency is not in 
fávour of the Workiug Classes but agaiust them. For there is 
always the consequence, that if they are to obtain anything 
like the same substantial wages as before, they must do it 
through a constant fight for the augmentation of theb* money 
wages. And they have knowledge enoiígh of that kind of 
thing, to know whether in such a contest they are likely to 
gain or lose. One way of clearing the question, would be to 
suppose the case was the other way, and that in consequence 
of an increase in the value of the Gurrency, the masters were 
âghting the workmen for a reduction of money wages. It is proba- 
ble the workmen would prefer this state of tbings to the other. 

It is hardly necessary to say, that in ali this thegreat object 
is, that our friends sbould not be set upon false scents which 
can lead to nothing. The Working Classes have plenty of real 
game before them, witbout running after red berrings such as 
the author of the " Politicai Register ' in bis naughty youth used 
to perplex the 8quire'3 hounds withal. 

Yours &o, 

13 Ootoher, 1858. 

»o>©ío« 

Northern Reform Union. 

LXXI. 

Mbmbers of tbat growíng body the Northern Reform 
Union, have intimated that there might be use in my forward- 
ing to them such observations or Information as may by pos- 
sibility bear upon their objects. And as the interests of ali 
Reformers must be in common, it may be held certain that 
nothing directed to them will be the worse for passing into 
your hands, and tbat you will feel no reluctauce to being the 
mstrument of multiplying anything which may contain the 
seeds of good. What has been addressed to them, therefore, 
is as foi lo ws : — 

To the Members of the Northern Reform Union. 
Friends, of all Denominations. — In writinj^ to you at 
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tbe request of some of yourselves, it is not my intention to go 
over the several questions on which you have proved your- 
selves 80 well able to examine and to decide ; but ratber to put 
together such points as throw ligbt on tbe necessity tbere is 
for a uníted action on your part, in tbe manner of those which 
have been successful in cases it is needless to mention. To 
which may be added notices of what look like the openings 
for carrying it forward with success. 

And here at once the broad statement of tbe case is, tbat 
what for brevity tbough not perbaps with mathematical pre- 
cision may be called the Working Classes, have not their fair 
share of inâuence in the composition of tbe public macbine, 
nor the influence it would be for tbe general interest to give 
them. And tbese underground or overlaid classes, possessing 
vast numerical strength, and rising fast in knowledge which is 
power, are upheaving tbe mould like the *• biggest bom of 
earth " at tbe creation, and showing unmistakeable signs that 
statesmen and politicians, if such there be, must before long 
consent to take them into the acoount. 

And here I advise you ôrmly to penetrate yourselves with 
the weak point of the fallacy under which multitudes of well- 
meaning men act against your leading object. They say, it is 
important that there shovdd be securityfor wealth; that wealth 
should have its enjoyment, and as the meaus to tbat, its 
influence ; that knowledge too, as gained in the higher walks 
of study and in the opportunity for actual politicai exercise, 
should nave its sway. Ali thisthey say, andtruly. It is quite 
true that the rich man should have the benefit of bis riches in 
the market, and that the wise man, who in one way or other 
has come bv the knowledge of the means of honourably 
creating wealth for himself or others, should have the benefit 
of bis superiority. So long as they use their money innocently , 
it is ali well. But nobody upon this has ever made the di9- 
covery, that to give them their due advantages in the market, 
it was necessanf to keep the poor men out. It has ai way s been 
beld enough, if the rich man hcul the advantage of bis riches, 
and the poor were protected in their poverty. 

Yet this is tbe inistake which has been made in respect of 
the Suffrage. The rich man has numberless and blameless 
ways, of influencing the votes of others, by bis example and 
by bis power of spreading bis opinions. The poor man has 
only bis one owe lamb, of saying Yes or No at an election. 
There is no jiistice, no truth, in saying, if you give votes to 
tbe poor man, you take away the power of protecting them- 
seives from the rich. Tbere will always be only too much 
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]«ason to fear tbat the rich will find the means of employing 
their influence and wealth to ill piirpose. There maj be limita 
to tbe parallel, but I maintain and stoutly defend, tbat there 
is, and always bas been, a buge and monstrous practical fal* 
lacy abroad upon tbis very point of the limitation of tbe 
Sunrage. There was no similar limitation tboughtof, wbenmen 
were wanted fortbe militia. Nor wben tbey were to be taxed at 
ten or eleven times the rate of the richer classes, by a crafty 
applieation of what is called indirect taxation. Tbese tbings 
want looking into, botb ways ; and the rich ought especially to 
look into tbem, for it is very likely there is a per-centage of 
tbem votiug against the extension of tbe Suffrage, when it is 
possible that such an extension would add tbree to their own 
supporters, where it added two to their riyal's. It is pity to 
see men losing by tbinking tbemselves too knowing. 

On that other interesting point — the right of sending sealed 
letters to tbe Fost Office, — I beg pardon, I meant the Ballot 
Box, — you bave an equally good case before you. When the 
upper ten thousand vote at the Royal Society or at Courts 
Martial, tbey take special care that their vote shall be by 
ballot. Among other graces and omaments of life, tbey are 
well aware of tbe importance of tbat whicb consists in taking 
care of themselves. And wben pressed for further reason, 
tbey say distinctly, like sensible men as tbey are, that tbey do 
80 because it is for the public good that tbey should do it. The 
officer at a Court Martial resigns himself to giving bis vote 
without declaring it to the public, simply from the necessity of 
sacrifícing for the public good, aud not at ali because be 
kuows it would be conyenieut for bim to be out of the way of 
the vengeances of the powerful, or the insulting temptatíonsof 
the affluent. And tbe govemment, where concemed, agrees, 
upon tbe plain dictate of common sense, tbat the man will 
not give bis vote the better for being bullied into it, nor for 
being bribed. But when the question is of an honest and poor 
man's vote, the rule as it stands says to bim open-mouthed, 
you shall not vote without the chance of somebody*8 baving 
driven you to it by oppression, or tempted you to it by lucre 
of gain ; and for this last we are particularly tender, for what 
coidd be so contrary to the objects of govemment, as to allow 
a rich rogue to pay bis money, without the chance of verifying 
whether tbe poor one bad earned bis pay ? 

And here, upon tbis question of the Ballot, there is a prac- 
tical roisunderstanding abroad, not altogetber unlike what was 
in the case of the Suífrage. Eich men say to themselves, 
What would become of us ali if we bad the Ballot? Whereas 
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the fact is, tbat if some of them would be the worse, more oí 
them would be tbe better wben tbe accounts were cast up. If 
A aud B are two licb men, rivais at an election, and half of 
A'8 men would go over to B if tbere was the Ballot, and two- 
thirds of B's men would go over to A, tbere is no doubt 
which of them would be tbe better for the Ballot. But 
they will say, some wortbless democrat will step in and oust 
us both. It bas not been found to be so, where tbere was 
opportunity for tbe experiment. Rich and selfish men some- 
times oversboot their mark, in tbeir speculations on tbis 
question. 

And now to apply to tbe reasons wby an infusion of new 
blood is specially wanted to tbe constitution. After the Uoman 
Empire had gone a certain lengtb, new men made their 
appearance from tbe forests of Germany and elsewhere, our 
ancestors, and thougb the world's wisdom theretofore bad kept 
them down as of small knowledge and little account in tbe 
trausactions of mankind, they brougbt with them new and 
improved ideas of both particular and intemational law, of 
portions of which we are still in possession of tbe benefít 
A move, internai, of the same nature, is wanted now. The 
angels that bave been bound in the great river Eupbrates, or 
wherever the place may be, want lettiug loose, tbat tbe world 
may bave cognizance of their quality. There will be better 
stuíF in them than in some of the old. Nobody wbo looks 
abroad upon the earth, can fail to see that there is something 
going on like a receding of tbe tide of civilization, which a 
new impulse is wanted to restore. In ali directions the brutal 
part of raan has been taking the ascendant. National affairs 
are conducted on principies of avowed and unblushing felony. 
We are the working slaves of ali manner of âlibusters, and of 
highwaymen not likely to be banged. The old principies of 
intemational law and bonesty are set at naugbt, and parlia- 
ments are dissolved for resisting gross and unmistakeable lar- 
ceny, which is only not petty because the agents are strong. 
An empire has just been thrown away, through inability to 
keep a compact with enlisted soldiers, and the desire to mas- 
sacre an army on the pet ground of aucient persecutors long 
since in their own place, for refusing to take " 8wine's flesh " 
into their mouths. In tbe course of tbis, depths of disgrace 
bave been enacted sucb as the old universo never dreamt of, 
and notbing but tbe new could bave co-existed withal. Ali 
evil thingft f ancy they bave beard a call to general resurrec- 
tion ; — as was tbe Westminster boy's inscription on a monu- 
ment, they should " lie still if they're wise.*' The Slave Trade 
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is upon U8 again, alive and hearty. A man stood up the other 
day in one ot our great commercial towns, and boasted that he 
always thought slavery a good thing. The wonder is he 
did not declare for cannibalism. Chambers of Commerce 
petitíon parliament to buy up the stock of decayed buccaneers ; 
and literary societies tum out to do them bonour, and ask the 
roasters of Árabs to meet. Free Trade will have to be fought 
oyer again ; at ali events Frotection is up and doing, even in 
the colonies which cornplained so loudly when they lay under 
the rod. International law is laughed at ; line-of-battle shjps 
are the only counsellors, and those who ought to know better 
are too muc)] tarred with the same brush to interfere. In the 
Ghurch is a schism for goÍDg back to ali which the public, who 
gave the revenues, had abandoned. In home events, the 
extent to which the brutal element has gained ground is visible, 
particularly in the murders of young women by what are 
called their folio wers. The principie instilled among our 
youth, is that for eyerything that goes wrong, a discharge of 
^unpowder is the cure; it is only thepublic practice translated 
into private life. Tour soldiers break open houses in the 
streets; as why should they not, when this was what they 
enlisted to do ? Ali these point to the fact that we want new 
blood among us ; and knowing where it is, we shall hardly fail 
to get it. 

On one point be of good cheer. You are in the same po- 
sition for success that others have been before you. As then, 
there is disunion among your opponeuts. Men are with you 
whom you do not think of, and who will not showthemselves till 
the time comes. It was ever so. In the meanwhile, go on. 

With eamest wishes for your progress, 

I remain, 

Yours &c. 

16 Oet. 1868. 
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Fbotection aoainst Enoland IN Canada. 

LXXII. 

Among the instances noted, of how things can go back- 
wards, — and how little certainty there is that though an evil 
spirit shall have been laid in the Ked Sea as men thought for 
ever, it shall not be up again and doing, like the ghost that 
squeaked out i^om the midst of the man's fumiture who was 
" âitting" to escape it, — a notable one is the coming to life, 

VOL. II. o 
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of the old Protectionist fallacy, and in a place and sbape 
well oalculated to astonish the lieges in ali parts of Her 
Maie8ty's dominions. 

Nothing, it appears, will satisfy some of tbe Canadiana, but 
setting up tbe ciy of protection against Great Britain, and 
determining to keep ont Britisb produce wbon the thinga can 
be raised at a loss in Canada. For evidently in tbis case 
only, can there be occasion for taking any pains. No man 
needs counsel to buy the things in Canada when they can be 
bought there cheapest ; it is when they cannot, that the wise 
man stands up and says, " Here am 1 ready to make the 
things dearer and worse, and I hope you will be so good as to 
pay me, because I shall like it better. 

Perhaps it was a Providential act, that if there are any linger- 
inglongmgsafter protection todear goods at home, they should 
be caricatured by the morement described. Within the life of 
man, it was the rampant belief of Britisb lions of ali kinds, 
that the colonists ought not to make a twopenny nail for them- 
selves, if there was anybody at home whose interest it was 
to make it dearer and worse. And at last the thing grew so 
manifestly stupid, that it was given up by what may be called 
general consent, scarcely a teol wagging in token of regret. 
JBut now some of the Canadians are for trying on the cast-oif 
clothes. It would be curious to know under what name the 
folly is to be committed* There is fdways some name of beast, 
or fowl, or irrational animal like dragon which is neither, 
imder which a multitude is ready to lay aside its wits, and 
glory in being translated. In England, the creature is well 
known ; whoever has a folly or a crime to perpetrate, appeals 
to it. In the United States, popular feeling leaned towards the 
eagle, till one of their wisest statesmen recommended the sub- 
stitution of the turkey. The wilds of Canada will doubtless 
fumisb some equally sayoury cookable, which might be recom- 
mended to prudent men in preference to what is of no use in 
either life or death. 

And now to examine tbis ghost of a defunct insanity. Some- 
body stands up and says to the Canadians, — men neyer held 
deficient in sharpness, though they may not have attained to 
the celebrity of the other side of the border, — " Here are things 
which you can obtain from England for two shillings or two 
shillings' worth ; and we come here, to oifer to make you them 
for three. We promise you we will ; and we call upon you by 
your aifeotion to the lana where you were born, to come to our 
shops." 

But if the Canadian addressed should be one who does not 
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Bpeculate on keeping the same kind of shop, will he not ask the 
why and the wherefare before he parta with his third sbilling 
and gets nothing in retum ? ** You will get in retum, the 
gratiíication of a patriotic mind, in knowing you haye sacri- 
nced a shilling for your country." That might be very wèll ; 
but let us know it is for the country, for we have a strong 
suspicion it is for a jobber, to the country'8 loss. Why is 
it to be a gain to the country, that we shall give three shillmgs 
to A and B to raake us deargoods, whenwe might as wellhave 
given two shillings of it to C and D to make the goods which 
would have brought us the things írom England, and the 
otber shilling to K and F to make us something that we might 
have eaten, or drunk, or wom, or put into our pockets, or given 
to our little boys and girls, or bestowed in some other of those 
ingenious ways for which an acute people is seldom at a loss ? 
We have a shrewd suspicion there is a fraud, a trick, an 
attempt at genteel robbery without the risk of the constable. 
We have put together to the best of our arithmetic, and with 
the fali exercise of ali we leamt at school under the head 
of numeration, subtraction, or fellowship with or without 
time, aJl the items of the question ; and we see nothing but 
that the encouragement given to Ganadian industry is equal 
either way ; only in one case, poor PiUgarlic, which is our- 
selvee, is to get nothing for his shilling. And is PiUgarlic 
nobody ; and are ali the Pillgarlics in the country nobody ; and 
is it to be a recipe for public wealth, that the conglomerate 
PiUgarlic is to be robbed for love, if he is simpleton enough to 
agree to it ? 

It must be, as the moralists say, " clear to every thinking 
mind," that this is nothing but a plan for making boots to cut 
them into shoes. It may be aU very well for those who are to 
be the bootmakers ; but it is not so weU for those who are 
to wear the shoes and pay for them. The cry of patriotism 
will not make it go down. It is no patriotism to give en- 
couragement to lawless bootmakers, at the expense of honest 
shoemakers, and to the damage of the wearers oí the shoes o ver 
again. It is what may be called a hocus pocus to court a loss ; 
and the people who will submit to it after aU the evidence of 
reason and practice to the contrary, must have a most extra- 
ordinary craniological developement. 

It appears the dispute runs high in Canada; and the 
Governor is blamed by one party, for not having dissolved the 
Ganadian parliament as the means of bringing popular opinion 
to bear. If the Governor has done wrong, there are resources 
within the scope of the govemment at home, for clarifying his 

c2 
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ideas. It will be odd if protection can take root and grow in a 
new country, wheu it could not hold its own under ali the 
advantages of the old. 

Yours &c. 
27 October, 1858. 
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LXXIII. 



CoNsiDERABLE anxiety is everywhere expressed, as to what 
is to be the nature of the promised Reform BUI. One inference 
from whicb is, tbat it is settled there ú to be a Reform Bill. 
My advice has always been, to wait, as tbe Turkish diploma- 
tist said, till tbe child is bom, and tben we sball know 
wbether it is a girl or a boy. Nevertheless, during such 
period of expectation, there may be more or less becoming 
lines of conduct to be pursued. And the least becoming of ali 
would be any display of violence or ill-humour, which should 
endanger the wbole result. 

It has always been my endeavour to impress, tbat on a col- 
lected view ot the circumstances, the chances of the popular 
cause are at this moment better than they have been for a 
long time previously. Names are but names, when they can 
be opposed by thin^s. New men bring new combinations of 
interests and of resolutions. There is not the old chronic 
determination of fínality, which haunted statesmen like a 
desire to shut up railways and preserve stage coaches. Aod 
new men have further the consciousness, tbat if they are to 
hold their own against strong rivais, the best thing they can 
do is to bid for allies. 

A friend who though not moving in the rank of statesmen, 
was (as most men would agree if I were to define him) exceed- 
ingly likely to be a sort of focus of opinions in tbat under world 
which knows a great deal of what is going on in the upper, 
told me a few days ago, tbat the govemmenfs mind was made 
up, to propose the admission of the Ballot in constituencies 
where a certain proportion of the actual voters should petition 
for it. This preserves a wide mai*gin ; but it is evidently an 
opening for good. It would be ilattery to suppose tbat the 
story which is in Hansard, of the sagacious clergyman'8 wife 
who forestalled the danger of a quarrel in the oubscription 
Libi*ai*y on proposal of a novel sarcastic on the clergy, by pro- 
posing it Iierselft could have moved any individual to view 
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this course with favour. But it is evidently a wise step, and 
should be wisely met. Let there be no quaiTelling about the 
present terms. Ifthe result is good, they will be widened ; and 
imless it can be proved the result is good, they ought not. 
When wise men have to deal with wise men, there is yery 
little of quarrelling in the world. 

I would invite therefore to a prompt declaration, on the 
part of those who think their declaration worth anything, of 
readiness to accept this test in an amicable spirit, and witbout 
what we call in Yorkshire " looking a gilt horse in the mouth." 
For it is a gift, or at ali events to be cousidered as of that 
nature, when men whose trainers and instructors haye cer- 
tainly not been of a popular stamp, so far overcome the remains 
of early prejudices and later habits, as to confer amicably and 
reasonably with old opponents in the gate. 

It is to be supposed that ali men have a capacity for leam- 
ing, and do not struggle in the hamess of eitber politicai or 
industrious pursuit, without coming to conclusions for which 
they are the better and not worse. Both extremes of the 
never-ending still-beginning contest which is going on in any- 
thing that approaches to a íree country, have taken a lesson in 
this school. The wrestle for Free Tmde did a good deal in 
this way. It taught the ruling few, that the complaining many 
might be right; and it taught the many that the way to 
Buccess was by allowing the possibility of their opponents hear- 
ing reason when well explained. 

May we hope we shall be equally successfol in explaining 
the present case, and come to a conclusion which shall be as 
generally admitted afterwards to have been for the general 
adyantage. 

Yours &c. 

8 November^ 1858. 
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It is better to fall into the Hano of God, than into 

THE Hano of Man. 

LXXIV. 

A OREAT misfortune has happened in Bradford. There is 
no evidence of malice, but much of culpable carelessness ; and 
the law will doubtless make a just decision upon the facts. 

Surely in the midtt of life we are in death. Which of us 
knows that in the next bread he eats, there may not be the 
messenger to stimmon him to his account? "Be ye also 
ready/' is counsel fítted for the state of things. 
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But readiness does not consist in wearing^ a grave coun- 
tenance and making a will. There is the readiíiess to answer 
when it shall be required of us, to the questiõn of whether 
according to oiir several abilities we bave leaned against the 
evil which is in the world, or have joined the ourrent of gulls 
and reprobates who have run the downward road, and sowed 
the seeds of retribution on us and our posterity. 

There may be worse things to a country than poisoning it. 
Imagine that yon in Bradford had enlisted two or three hundred 
of your youths, under engagement to serve the foreign conque- 
rors of your country, of different race and different faith, but who 
by gradual consent had come to be the admitted rulers of the 
land, as the Normans may have been in England a century or 
two after the Conquest. And suppose tbat Bowling, and 
Horton, and Manningham had done the same in proportion to 
their population. Or to put the thing still closer home, fancy 
that this had been done by Protestant people under a Èoman 
Catholic government, as it would have been if the Kevolution 
of 1688 had failed ; or that it was the case of Irish Catholic 
soldiers, recruited as they are by tens of thousands, under a 
government the majority of which is Protestant. They enter 
under a fuU assurance that it is military and not religious 
service that is required of them ; in which respect their posi- 
tion approaches closely to that of the Ghristians who had no 
hesitation in taking service under the Eoman Emperors, so 
long as notbing contrary to their religious feelings was de- 
manded from them. But a time comes, when a desire is felt 
to break the compact. Wise men make empires and fools 
lose them ; and as the road to this, they determine to have a 
way of their own. The civil govemors say, there is a compact 
with these Bradford men, and let it be kept. The military, or 
enough of them to do the business, say, we will try whether the 
time is not come to break it. Other interests join, whose 
fingers have long been itching to have a tussle with your con- 
tract. A great secret for doing mischief, is the doing it by 
halves ; that is to say, one doing one-half, and another the 
other. 

The best specimen I ever saw of this, was in 1802 in the 
fruit market at Yenice. The path lay between two rows of 
Btalls, covered with splendid pears. A boy was seen nmning 
rapidly with extravagant gestures, and waving a long switch, 
which on examination appeared to have an attraction to pears, 
and ever and anon scattered some into the air. And while I 
was musing on the meaning of this, another hoy carne and 
picked them up. 
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So it is here. There are those who would not avow a detormi- 
nation to break the contract. But when it was done, they were 
quite ready to be the oiher boy. I wonder where ali these boys 
will be standing, in the great day of account. 

Suppose then a regiment of your West Riding lads are 
ordered to do something directly contrary to the known terms 
of their enlistment; — ^to do what they know will make their 
fathers and mothers in the West Eiding look on tbem as a set 
of shabby apostates, aud slam the door in the face of Bichard 
or Harry when he comes home on leave. Eighty-fíve respect- 
fuUy intimate that it wUl be ruin to their character, and appeal 
to the order of the Civil Government that it should not be 
done. Whereupon your eighty-âve West Biding lads are put 
into irons on the spot, and sentenced to ten years' imprison- 
ment in irons with hard labour. This is what military 
absurdity could do ; of ali absurdities the least to be trusted 
to walk alone, in anythiug that does not bear on pipe-clay, and 
the justest object of jealousy to wise men in ali ages. 

Their comrades release them,and ali march oÔtogether; as 
you know best whether you would do if the case were your own. 
And then comes the blowing up of two thousand of them, as 
boasted ; a slaughter not to be done anywhere without fíerce 
reprisals from somebody. There is no hindering such reprisals, 
any more than hindering gunpowder burning. The question 
is always, of who applied the match to the magazine. The 
man who broke the military contract waa the man who 
did it. 

And then carne the hideous falsehood, — the invention which 
the Father of lies, if he keeps a record of his progeny, must 
dandle on his knee as his last and dearest, — the strategem 
that is not in Frontinus, — ^the baseness to which no portion of 
the human race ever stooped before, and none wiU ever get 
over. Just think, that this had been started with respect to 
hradford men, and there were dupes and simpletons elsewhere 
found to swallow it. 

But now comes the cream of the parallel. Fancy that after 
this, the shattered limbs of your children were foimd in ali 
oomers of Bradford, by the executíon of a brutal vengeance 
unknown to pagan or medisBval wickedness, and to which no 
name can be attached but that of the people who did it. And 
you who were not military, were murdered in cold blood as fast 
as you could be caught, with loud declarations firom the press of 
the escaped dasmons your destroyers, that you are not men, and 
that it is not necessary to prove anything against you indi- 
vidually, any more than that a wolf is a wolf ; for which, if 
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evidence is wanted, look at what has been laidbeforethe world 
by the Aborifi^nes Society for November. 

Will you be ready to answer bereupon, when tbe books are 
opened? There will be no sbuffling then, nor hiding under 
tne pretext that a blessing was asked upon these doings, and 
they were gone about religiously and reverently. The belief 
in a retributive Providence is already sbaken witii many. But 
wait, and see whether arrears are not brought np. It is by 
setting confederates on one another, that the ends of Provi- 
dence are wrought. Are there no signs of this already ? 
Gombined fleets may have massacred in China, and then sailed 
off to enact something between area-robbery and burglary in 
Japan. But how if it ended by somebody coming up to London 
Bridge with a present of a yacht to Queen Victorià? The 
strength of a nation is in justice, and in cultivating honest 
company. At this present, if the French Emperor were to 
demand to buy free negrões in Jamaica, there would be the 
same strong reasons as in the case of Portugal, why no useless 
resistauce should be offered. This is what the " British lions" 
have brought us to. 

It is true,' it is not much that we can do. We have not 
drugs to cure the madness of a nation ; heither is it expected 
from us. But we can save our own souls ; which is worth 
doing, even though no city of refuge should be found for us on 
earth when these things are called into remembrance. 

It is better to fali into the hand of God than into the 
hand of man. Great as are the sufferings from the present 
painful occurrence, they are not equal to what might have 
befallen if the wickedness of which man is capable had been 
let loose upon us. For ali which, there will be a reckoning. 

Yours &c. 

10 November, 1858. 
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The Pobtuguese Feelek. 

LXXV. 

PuBLio attention is with justice directed to what has hap* 
pened to Portugal ; and there have been ruroours that it was 
to be made the ground for au attack on the govemment at tbe 
meetíng of parUament. It is therefore a fit subject for present 
inquiry. 

And here we cannot afford to be mealy-mouthed. It is 
impossible to concede, that men shall do the thing that wrong 
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is, and then expect that other men shall sbut their eyes and 
hold their tongues when desired. It is the rule of heaven, that 
wrong-doing shall bring sorrow. If it was not so, the world 
would be one Pandeemouium ; and he is the true divine, wbo 
lays himself oxit to demonstrate the connexion. And least of 
ali must those who have done the mischief, be allowed to ride 
cif by laying it on others. 

The beginning of evil is like the letting out of water, and no 
man can say hitherto will I go and no further. An oflBcial in 
China directs a massacre on an admitted falsehood. Had he 
been promptly brought to account, the ill then and there done 
might have been the limit of the results. But this was not to 
be. A govemment glad of the opportuuity of being accom- 
plice after the fact, supported their otficial if they did notorder 
him ; and when the morality of parliament rose against the 
acts, dissolved the parliament as if to raise a monument of 
parliamenfs incompetence to be the judge of public right. 
For a time ali went merrily enough. The minister said Do, 
and it was done, and Go, and the best men in parliament 
yanished from the scene. There was no need to write books 
of 500 pages to prove anybody the beast in the Kevelation ; a 
nation, or the preponderating part of it came forward to pray 
to be written down in such a character. But what the 
ancients, feeling about for God if haply they might find him, 
denominated Nemesis, was not long in rearing its head. The 
movement in China was felt in índia, and was one among 
co-operating causes to the production of that darkest scene of 
national shame which history will have to tell of. An bonest 
man or two in power, with gifts of sense to match, might have 
put an extinguisher upon the wbole, as a worthy matron checks 
the little boys who are throwing about fire, and sends them 
supperless to bed if no minor seveiity is competent to gain her 
end. But neither man nor matron was at band. The folly 
went on, and rapidly reached the point it is unnecessary to 
deecribe. 

But this was not ali. There was more to come. When a 
nation has gratifíed its own bad propensities, and glutted itself 
witb blood and cruelty till foreigners in varying tones according 
to their difíerent temperaments begin to intimato that it has 
overstepped the line wbicb passed for the zero of buman 
wickedness, it is not to be supposed that ingenious foreigners 
conducting the aifairs of foreign ^ovemments, will sbut their 
eyes to the consequences in their immediate line. If England 
chooses to set one-half her army to massacre tbe otber, witb an 
ezpenditure of force equal to wbat sbe has exerted in tbe 
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greatest contesta on which her national iraportance has been 
founded, ít needs but small exertion of politicai álgebra to 
disco ver, tbat England has taken the way to reduce herself to 
that condition of no magnitude, which is expressed by a cipher. 
If anybodj buUds expectations on this not being found out, it 
might be cruel to cause disappointment by talking about it. But 
men of any experience know, that things of this kind are 
known in one place as well as in another, and therefore, like 
the French officials in the Cherbourg dock-yards, they make 
no attempts at secrecy. 

It suited France to try to restore the Slave Trade under 
another name. In this there was nothing beyond human 
comprehension ; for men in England wh o might have been 
expected to be the last, made something like the same kind of 
attempt in 1 808, and it was the lot and portion of the present 
writer to take a partto his own hurt, in putting it down upon 
the spot. There is no end to what men will do, with a little 
self-deception, and a little coniidence in those who were never 
deceived at ali. In the course of the French plan, a French 
slave-ship was seized in the Fortuguese waters in Africa. 
Portugal had been pushed by England to take the strongest 
measures against the slave-trade. It was England's policy 
more than Portugars; it was like a grown man setting his 
little boy to drive the hogs out of the garden, and then deserting 
him when a boar of might turns round and shows his tusks 
against the process. It was England against whom the injury 
and the breach of treaties were principally levelled. 

But what was England to do ; and above ali, what was the 
present govemment to do? It was not they^ that had begun 
the mischief in China, and ended with neutralizing the 
country's strength by setting one-half of it in antagonism to 
the other in índia. What were they to do, who were only the 
successors to other men's misconduct, and the recipients of 
their broken-down insanities? Suppose they had pretended to 
assume a high tone, and argue the point with France. And 
first, if they had taken up the moral lay, and urged the extreme 
impropriety of breaking treaties for the sake of restoring such 
an ill-omened thing as the slave-trade. Would not France 
have answered by asking, what that was in comparison of 
massacring an army in índia, in pursuit of reducing the whole 
population to the state held proper for coloured men ? Or if a 
stronger tone had been taken, would not France have responded 
by asking, whether they meant to utter big words, when it was 
plain that by only diverting her corps of marines in China, or 
at most by adding a brigade or two to the same purpose, she 
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could have repeated the catastrophe of 1778, and then proceeded 
to measure strength with second batallions left at home? 
This is what wise men would stand on, if put on their defence; 
and not the Rigbt of Nations to recommence the Slaye Tradd 
if they like. 

There is always a view which men of knowledge and integrity 
can take of things, and which their opponents would like to 
have kept out of sight. There is no pursuing the means of 
weakness by one government, and expecting its successors to 
act as if they had received a legacy of strength. 

Some of this may be kept in mind, if the threatened debate 
on the score of Portugal should ever see the light. The French 
assault on Portugal was a feeler, and has well answered the 
purposes of its authors. There is nothing to be done but try 
to tide it over, in hopes that in some way things will mend. 
Meanwhíle nothing could be more unwise, than to insist on 
retuming a bad game into the hands of those who made it 
what it is. 

17 Novemher, 1868. 



Yours &c. 



Proposal to capitalize Matnooth. 

. LXXVI. 

Among the subjects which are to engage the attention of 
parliament, there is to be a conte st on the proposal for buying 
up the grant now annually made to Maynooth, and paying 
down something representing what arithmeticians call the 
** value" instead. 

It is plain there will be an amazing number of different 
feelings and interests roused by the proposal ; and it will not 
be strange if men are seen playing at cross purposes to any 
conceivable extent, and recommending directly opposite courses 
professing to be based on the same motives. 

In the face of this apprehended whirlpool of opinion, it may 
not be amiss to take the opportunity of trying to state what an 
impartial and sound policy might be held to point to. 

As a physician examines the present health of his patient, 
and if he can ând that ancient " humours" as onr forefathers 
chose to call them, have much diminished in virulenoe, re- 
joices to take advantage of it accordingly ; — so here, we may 
happily set out with the assumption, that olden ill feelings 
based on religious differences, have sorely abated, — that is to 
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say, have abated to the sore grief of those on ali aides wbo 
would keep them up if they were able. It is the complaint of 
tbe firebrands of ali descriptions, that no man now-a-days 
cares about tbeir fire as he ought ; — ali have sunk into a 
State of lamentable indifference, there is no burning zeal left 
except among the set-apart, tbe zealous are sunk into a 
minority wbo can only cryintbe streets witbout makingthem- 
selves h^ard. 

It is quite true, as f ar as concems the immediate question. 
A contradiction might be stated to exist, in tbe crusade wbich 
is being carried on in índia against tbe religions of the East ; 
but it may be urged in reply, that this was a crusade against 
men supposed inferior in power and means, and tbougb stimu- 
lated by tbe religious bigotry of an ultra few, was in tbe main 
an effort to reduce Ásia to be tbe supplier of tbe European 
slave-market in something like tbe way beretofore monopolized 
by Afi^ica. But tbe case is different at home. Catbolics and 
Protestants do not murder one another on the ground of being 
" negrões ;" nordo tbeir joumals on either side, like the Londou 
JExamineTy advocate massacres blacker tban that of St. Bar- 
tholomew'8, on tbe ground of tbe parties being of different race 
like dogs and foxes. These things we bave not come to yet ; 
or more properly, have gone from, and have long been going. 
It only remains for us to be tbankful to the Power wbich dis- 
poses of ali events, and do our utmost in our several capacities 
to extend so happy a consummation. 

It may be taken therefore for a starting-point, that men in 
our age and country, witb the reservation of a few whose educa- 
tion or babits bave led to their being found in that exceptional 
State wbich greatly diminisbes their weight with the com- 
munity, will not shed either blood or money on any pretence 
connected with religion, except for its freedom. The Vatican 
by tbe grace of French bayonets may hold fast tbe boy 
Mortara, and raembers of pariiament still bearing about with 
them the odour of connexion with triumpbs of humanity in 
days of yore, may bring forward their annual denunciations of 
tbe Eoman See. But ueither of them will bave any substantial 
tail bere. They may beat the drum, but it will be as giving 
an uncertain sound, and no man will prepare bimaelf for the 
batde on either side. 

The simple truth witb Maynootb is, tbat witbout carrying 
tbe tbeory into execution beyond what circumstances will 
allow, or witbout tbròwing off ali attention to the beavings of 
past Btorms whicb may not bave entirely subsided in the poli- 
ticai ocean, tbe Oathoucs and religious bodies in general bave 
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a just claim to public support, so long as public support is held 
politic for any, — and in the precise proportion, if it caii be 
established, of the share they have in the expenses of the 
State. He must be faintly acquainted with practlcal affairs, 
who does not know the distance there is between the admission 
of a principie, and the carrying it out to its full extent. But 
he must be equally in a state of darkish twilight, who does not 
know the importance of the admission of a principie, howeveç 
the execution may come limping after. 

But if this principie be admitted at ali, the only aim and 
object of the proposal to capitalize the Maynooth grant, must 
be to get out of sight and practical bearing, the concession of 
the principie which took place when the Maynooth grant waa 
carríed in its original shape. The enemies of the principie 
think it better that they should grieve once for ali, o ver 
i6300,000 given to the Catholics, with the chance thatit will be 
as little remembered ten years hence as ^300,000 given for any 
other purpose, than that they should be subjected to an annual 
defeat in an attempt to withhold the interest. There is no 
doubt, that as concerns themselves, their policy is sound. 
But that may be the very reason, why it may be sound policy 
for other people to oppose. 

One- reason why the success of the threatened move is not tõ 
be expected, is because it is in the face of the current of 
opinion as exhibited in other directions. The admission of 
Jews to parliament, is not of good promise, for the Catholics 
being vexed against their consent. And even in France, 
which is just now in what astronomers call the aphelion or 
furthest point of politicai cold and darkness, there are at this 
moment declaratious, that no man amenable to French laws, 
as evinced it must be supposed by contributing to taxes and 
the conscription, shaU be laid under inferiority on account of 
his religion. When these things are doing in a very dry tree, 
it is not likely that something directly contrary will be doing 
in aaother. 

Much will depend on the light in which the Catholics view 
the proposal. If they think the object is to huddle out of 
sight the memory of an acknowledgment of their constitutional 
claims, they will naturally oppose. And not even the recoUec- 
tion of the impolicy which picked a quarrel on Ecclesiastical 
Titles as the return for assistance given to what was called 
Emancipation, will prevent the friends of peace and quietness 
from taking side with them again. 

Yours &c. 

24 Novemher, 1858. 
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Tbial of Count Montalembebt. 

LXXVII. 

The trial and sentence on Count Montalembert are at this 
moment engaging publíc attention, and therefore it is the time 
to endeavour to " improve." 

Large portions of the British public will be disposed to take 
up the language of the spider in the fable, who said " Of such 
murders how guilUess am I, And ran to regale on a new-taken 
fly." The connexion may not be very close nor very imme» 
diate ; but there may be enough for proiitable illustration. 

France has allowed herself to be robbed of wbat makes the 
glory of a iree nation. The fíeld of operations in this was at 
home ; with reservation of those who were exiled to pestilen- 
tial places abroad. £ngland has done much the same, except 
that her scene of action has beeu ali abroad, and the conse- 
quences at home are to come. One minister (for a President is 
a minister) makes a covp cP état in France, and assumes des- 
potic power o ver the lives and liberties of the people. Another 
in Englanddoes it with a diíference; — the difference consisting 
in what he could not do and the other could. The Frenchman 
could send a light infantry company into the Chamber of 
Deputies, and pack olf the memoers in prison yans. The 
Englishman could only dismiss a Parliament for yoting 
a felony " flagitious," and set the well-dressed mob on roaring 
for the spoil. Since then, courtesies and personal consulta- 
tions have taken place between the two exalted parties, at a 
"Field of the Cloth of Gold" held somewhere about Com- 
piegne. Such things are not done for nothing; they comfort 
for misadventure in the past, and supply hopes for what is in 
the future. 

If we inquire what was at the bottom of what has happened 
in France to Frenchmen, and in England to Englishmen so 
far as they are degraded by what has been done in China and 
still more fearfuUy in índia, it is ali traceable to one fact, — an 
outbreak of the classes which possess most of the animal pro- 
pensities, and the least of the qualities of improved and civilÍ7ied 
man. And it would be an enormous error to conclude that 
these classes were distinguishable by garb or wealth. There 
may be a " well-to-do" vulgar, and there may be poor men 
grieying over their country's disgrace and wishing they had the 
&ir voice in public afiairs which might help to meud them. 
In England particularly, it is notorious that the class wliich 
is struggling for admission within the pale of the constitutíon, 
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is almost the only one which, as a class, has displayed the sen- 
timents of honest men or Ghristians upon the points alluded 
to. 

It is settled there is to be a Keform Bill; substantial or 
microscópio as tbe case may be. And this time it will be a 
" bid" between two opposite politicai parties, each anxious not 
to see the other carry off the accession of strength which would 
be the result of combination with the party of Beformers. The 
two may be described as consisting of those who could if they 
would, and those who would not when they could. The chances 
from the first set are infinitely the best. We do not want to 
entrust ourselyes to counsels hot from Gompiegne, nor feel confi- 
dence in those who will dissolve parliament whenever it votes 
tbeir acts flagitious. Either of these reminiscences, is 
assuredly a recommendation the wrong way. Better try those, 
who at ali events have no immediate sinister recoUections in 
their 'scutcheon. 

It is quite right that the Beformers meanwhile should beat 
tbeir drums, and make what parade they can. It will ali go 
to increase the " bid." They will get something, perhaps a good 
deal ; but they will get most, by preserving a calm tone, and 
behaving civilly to anybody disposed to be civil in retum. 
The times are in some sort favourable. The blood fever has to 
Bome extent wrought itself out. As a token of it, a leader who 
carnes ha]f the Scottish Ohurch under bis girdle, has declared 
that had he been an Indian bom, he would have fought for bis 
country. At least so gives to be understood the Daily News 
of the 22nd. It would be an awful thing if the " hill-folk" in 
índia had a few such John Knoxes amoug them, and heaven 
should send the Bruce or Wallace next. It may be presumed 
that Scotland will not call for a thanksgiving-day for murders 
in índia ; we should have half Scotland sanctifyiug a fast, and 
her ministers weeping between the porch and the altar. The 
graves are yet green in Scotland, where lie the mm'dered by 
the carbines of Claverhouse's dragoons, a civilized race com- 
pared with the blood-hounds that have been let loose in índia 
and cheered to the top of their bent by professors of piety in 
England. Ali this is to be accounted for, or secular history 
is a fraud and a lie, and sacred an old wives' fable. 

Yours &c. 

1 Dec. 1858. 
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The Feast of Eefobai. 

LXXVIII. 

The Ballot Society bas published a sketch of a Bill which 
it thinks would be efficient for carrying its object into execu- 
tion. 

It is hard if tbose wbo apply themselves to tbe preparation 
of one dish, cannot attain tbeir object ; with reservation always 
of tbe proverbial danger attending tbe interference of too iLan j 
cooks. 

But tbougb tbe Ballot may be beyond compare tbe pièce de 
resistance as tbe Frencb call it, or substantial dish to be 
counted on, there will be otber demands arising out of tbe 
diâerent tastes of men, and the danger will principally be of 
tbeir neutralizing one anotber. 

If a large number of our fellow-citizens order a banquet for 
some festive purpose, this difíerence of tastes will display itself 
in striking colours. Of course tbere will be an extensivo 
agi^ement, tbat witbout roast beef there can be no dinner. 
Perhaps ambition would soar to tbe production of tbe mighty 
baron, a thing it was never my lot practically to witness 
except at a Free Trade festival àt Birmingham; — but at ali 
events beef must be tbere. Mutton too must appear, of course 
with tbe garniture of tumips if boiled, and steaming potatoes 
if roast ; capers also being in either case an adjunct wbich no 
reasonable caterer could deny. Medico-culinary philosophers 
of great mark bave determined, that there is an affinity no 
prudent man should overlook, between bacon and the beans 
abborred of Pythagoras though nobody has been able to state 
the reason why. Éggs also are declared to bave an electivo 
attraction towards the salted meat referred to ; though the 
suspicion may be great, that the match is one of convenience 
rather tban of unbiassed preference. Some will not willingly 
dine witbout a savoury soup to set the appetite in motion ; and 
at ali events pippins and cbeese are a conclusion too conse- 
'crated by antiquity to be forgotten. Of thejuices of the grape, 
custom and habit demand tbe white during tbe repast, and the 
more potent red to follow ; while Sir Jobn Barleycom holds 
bis ground, to the extent of being demanded at some moment 
in the shape of Allsop'á Fale or Bass's Bitter, by guests of high 
and low degree. Rose-water in a lordly dish, has become tbe 
expedient everywbere for causing the fumes of savoury meat to 
be succeeded by odours more pleasing to tbe sated soul; 
and tbe progress of steam bas made the humblest guest think 
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himself ill-treated, if not invited to cool his potations with the 
ice last winter formed ' beyond the Atlantic. Wonderful are 
tfae inventions, and endless the niceties, which men at ease in 
their inn are disposed to insist upon and covet. 

Such is the fragrant choice which to happy men it is given 
to enjoy. But far different is the case of those, who are picked 
up on a raft in the ocean, or who have eaten their old shoes in 
the desperate defence of some beleaguered fortress. The 
contrast is remarkable, and worthy the attention of a philo- 
sopher. The capers and the ice are utterly forgotten ; and no 
question asked whether Pythagoras had reason for forbidding 
beans, or whether any ponion of the Levitical prohibition on 
swine'8 flesh may still adbere to the salc pork of nauticai 
supply. What a blessing is pease-pudding in such circum- 
stances, if only it be supplied with hearty good-will and iu 
sufficient quantities ; and how gladly will men " eat their 
humble supper, without even a bit of pickle." Fancy a man 
on the rait saying " It would be mach better with a little 
Oayenne," or *' Yoii cannot expectus to take it without Harvey 
sauce." I am afraid we shall see something like this. *' Civis " 
and " Britannicus *' will be £Dund exercising their talent in th^ 
newspapers, and descanting on the advantages of having the 
plate rubbed with a shallot. 

It is plain that everything depends upon the want. If you 
are the " gentlemen who live at home at ease/' you are right to 
be particular about what you will throw away your appetites 
upoD. But if you are in the condition of the unfortunates 
before mentioned, or if from any otber cause your position is 
like that of the proverbial toad under a harrow, then drop ali 
unnecessary questions of what it shall be, or sink them in the 
grand demand, that there shall be something, and plenty of it. 
lou will not be too scrupulous about the sauce ; though there 
oan be no harm in getting your beef with mustard, provided 
you do not get the mustard without the beef. If you are 
hungry you will agree to this ; if you are not, take a walk to 
gain an appetite, and come again next Session. If men can- 
not agree upon what they will take, the end will be to tum 
them ali over to Duke Humphrey's mess together. 

Meantime we who are hungry, have made up our minds. 
We will have anything we can get, and everything we can get. 
As the poor men on the raft set their morbid imaginations, it 
may be, on pork and peas, or see in vision the coppers on the 
forecastie tuming out luxurious complement of what ungrate- 
ful sailors call by the harsh epithets of " junk " and '* dogs 
body," — 80 we, percbance, will set our hearts on what we will 
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hare, and it shall be the plain dumpling of the Ballot where 
three-fourths of the constitaency shall petition for it, with 
Bo much of what Irishmen oall '* Intchen '* in the shape of E^- 
tenaion of the Suffrage, as our happy star shall enable us to 
aocomplisb. 

YOUTB âcc. 
8 Dec, 18Õ8. 



KaPOLEON IN THE HuNDBED DaTS. 
A PARABLE. 

LXX1X. 

One of the greatest improvements which cotild be made iu 
hiunan affairs, would be that eyeiy man should have the chance 
of doing a thing over affain ; — that be should be at liberty to 
mend bis move, and make his second with ali the advantages 
to be derived from the lessons of failure in the ârst. 

But as this is for the present denied to man, there is nothing 
to be done but concentrate the tet^bing of experience on the 
nrst move, as knowing that it is to be anal and irreyocable, 
and ali reflections afterwards will only be shutting the 
stable-door when the steed is stolen. It was in this yiew that 
the ablest man it was ever my lot to know, and of whom, if 
anybody eyer had any good of me, I might say like (Edipus 
to Theseus, " I haye what I haye by thee, and not other of 
mortal men," — the produce too of youi West Eiding and your 
neighbonring town of Leeds,— a Dean who was too good to be 
a Bishop, — used to encourage teaching children to pLay chess. 
But be insisted on the rigid prohibition of alteríng a bad moye, 
which children, be obseryed, had always a longing to do. He 
counted much on giying them a lesson of the irreyocable. 
And in the spirit of the same philosophy he sent for a ceie- 
brated sleight-of-hand man to the College Lodge to amuse 
his niece, because he said it was good for young people to 
know that eyerything in the world was not what it looked 
like. 

In one of these criticai periods of decision stands the pre- 
sent goyemment. Six months hence it will be or it will not 
be ; and which of the two it shall be» depends ou its present 
moyes. In the theological language of our ancestors, it was 
snfficient to haye stood, thoush íree to fali. It must abide the 
common lot, and throw now for time and eyermore. 

In cases like the concemed, the inyariable cause of loss is 
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ronniag things too fine. Five per cent. more laid out in interest, 
would faare saved the prinoipal. One gigantic instance within 
the world'8 current history, should leave its mark in the minds 
of men for ever* 

When Napoleon in 1815 retumed from Elba, he knew he. 
was playing at " to be ornot to be/' And he miscalculated his 
ouday ; he would not bid the príce that would have saved him. 
Had his genius, great as it was, taken the forther stride of 
making concessions to the feeling for popular goyemment in 
Franoe, it would have been as easy for him to maroh fifty 
thousand National Guards into La Vendéej as in £ngland it 
would have been to make the Volunteers march to the coast in 
1804. And this would have set free thirty thousand regular 
troops, to make their appearance on the great board where the 
game was settled. But it might not be. It was thought it 
could be dono without. It was not done without ; and so the 
game was up. If ever there was a thing that was for an en- 
sample, it was this. 

The present govemment stand in the same kind of position. 
They have strong adversaiies, but many things in their favour 
if they choose to use them and to draw them out. Their oppo- 
nents have made themselves unpopular, even among those who 
heretofore were the most inciined to rely on them. Nothing 
has been left undone which could diminish this reliance ; and 
every day adds to the account. The present govemment, 
though undeniably not rich in family antecedents, is not res- 
ponsible for the acts which have done most towards creating 
an inverted motion of the public mind. It was not they that 
originated the Ghinese felony and its Indian sequenoes, or 
blackened the face of every thoughtful honest man, with the 
consciousness that he toiled, not for his children, but for rob- 
bers. Week by week adds to the evidence ; and the reception 
given by Lord Derby to the delegation which was to make the 
govemment heir to what would have been better repressed by 
the puuishments for piracy made and provided, — ^has carried to 
his side that influentlal class which their adversaríes honour 
with the title of " humanitarians " in parliament, and which 
has beaten before, and will know how to beat again. If 
" piracy " is a harsh term, it is the title put on it by its literary 
advocates. One of the leading ones cails a principal actor in 
these scenes, "a gallant Englishman, who has shown true 
Norse blood, and brought home to us the traditions of our 
Baleighs and Clives." What is the meaning of '* Noroe 
blood," but that we are to revert to the old days of Norwegian 
piracy ? We are to be the " sea-kings " again ; as if the civi' 
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lized world woiild endure tbe " sea-kings " any more than a land 
Cacus. Raleigh was, as everybody knows, among his multifa-' 
rious qualities a pirate, and was sustained, as long as he was 
sustained, only by the eKcitement of his tiro es, and the pressure 
of politicai and religious animosities. Clive was by land much 
what the other was by sea ; with the addition that he worked 
by forgery (for which see Lord Macaiilay), a thing neyer 
aíleged against the other. One of the earliest stories leamed 
at a mother s knee, was that in the neighbourhood of Shore- 
ham in Kent, where lived John Wesley's âeld-marshal whose 
name I bear, there dwelt a great bad man, who passed his 
nights in terror for evil deeds committed, and was specially 
haunted by pictures of some he had done to death, which he 
could neither look at nor keep his eyes away. And this, as 
years brought knowledge, appeared to be the other model to 
which the " Spectator's " influence would direct our British 
youth. 

You see what we are coming to. You see where we shall be 
landed, if men with hearts in their bodies and consciences in 
their souls, will not lay aside obsolete names and prejudices, 
and stand by those who would stand between them and the 
threatened pesdlence. But the other contracting party must 
do the same, and it wíll. It will not keep men at arm'8 length 
for the colour of their hair or the cut of their beards, — or even 
for having cheered for the Five Points, when every day tells 
everybody, how much better everybody would be for a friendly 
understanding. There are unreasonable men everywhere, and 
there are reasonable. No man is such a fool as he looks, at 
least inthe eyes of opponents ; and there are always found men 
of sense on ali sides, who can work together for good when 
heaven sends a fair wind. 

Yours &c. 

15 Dec. 1858. 
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FiLIBUSTERING FOR IrELAND. 

Sauge for the Goose is Sauce for the Gander. 



LXXX. 



So, it appears the idea has been conceived, of eending a 
filibustering force to Irelaud, and there are symptoms of a 
disposition to make preparations for co-operation with it there. 
It Í8 of no use to esiimate the wisdom of those who have im- 
pUcated themselves in these proceedings, any more than to 
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inquire into tbe mental plenisbing of those who have shown 
signs of plague or cholera. The appearance of the disease, 
and not the quality of those who have exhibited a predisposi- 
tion for taking it, is tbe thing to note and ruminate upon. 

And what reasonable prospect was there tbat tbings sbould 
be otberwise, or that the piece which was primed and cocked, 
should not go off, wlien anybody wise or foolish pulled tbe 
trigger? There is no such thing as running witb tbe hare and 
hunting witb the boimds. It is tbe ordinance of nature, tbat 
they wbo take to dishonourable courses, sball perisb by dis- 
bonourable courses. One sinner is made God s executioner 
upon another; it was always so, tbough sometimes beaven 
waits. What moderate reason is there, that a country which 
stoops to sending piratical expeditions against feebler nations, 
preceded and accompanied by everytbing which decent Fagans 
would have revolted from, — which openly professes piracy, and 
whose literary men disport themselves in referencee to every- 
tbing damnatory in its history by way of invitation to youth, — 
and ali tbis upon tbe plea, which it was thought great and 
good men had consigned to the place where it was begotten, 
the plea that the injured are not men, but Ásiatics, — what 
chance on eartb is there that such a nation, wben temptation 
ofiers, should not be run in upon by other nations as one 
which has thrown up ali claim to bonourable treatment, and 
made itself by ita own acts free game for anybody that 
cliooses to take? 

Somebody has said, it is wonderful how nearly tbe slave and 
tyrant are allied. It might be equal roatter of admiration to 
see, how nearly tbe felon and tbe chain-gang are allied. Ram- 
pant felony has its hour ; and tbe gang aforesaid has the rest 
of the culprit's existence. Ali felons calculate upon impunity ; 
ali felons, first or last, are mistaken ; for if they contrive to 
shuffle themselves out of tbis world witbout being brought to 
shame, there are those who think it is only the beginning of 
the end. " The mill-stones of tbe gods, said the ancients, 
" grind slow, but grind smaU" The beginning of tbe process 
is beforeus; and will not be the less certain for not being 
hurried. 

Here then is the initial fact, — the first grumbling of the 
storm. Men, foolish it may be to any assignable extent, have 
hoisted the standard of declaration, tbat England who has 
set the example of piratical warfare, is not to expect other 
nations to treat ber but according to the law she has set up. 
It may have been foolish ; but foolish men are always first, 
and what begins in follj ends in seriousness. The p^^" 
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fact already is, that men have acted on tbe persuasion tbat 
foreign goveniments cannot or will not restrain tbeir subjects 
from acting on tbe abdicatíon of tbe law of nations whicb 
England bas proclaimed, and tbat tbe time is come for ven- 
turíng a move or two in prosecution of tbe game. Tbey may 
be fools, but bow much greater fools were tbose wbo opened 
tbe flood-gates of unlicensed war, and ran roarin^ to make 
brute creatures of tbemselves on tbe invitation of any âme 
damnée wbo put bimeelf forward to be tbe tool. Tbe actors in 
tbe present movement calculate, and witb reason, on tbe 
cbances wbicb may aríse out of tbe mutability of buman afiairs. 
Very different would tbeir position be, and Tastlycbanged tbeir 
estimation among mankind, if transactions of wbicb England^s 
repudiation of national law is tbe beginning, sbould end in 
sbowing tbe combined fleets of balfra-dozen nations in St. 
George'8 Gbannel, witb tbe enfant de iniracle on board, tbe sue- 
cessor of tbe Stuarts, wbom I bave seen witb my bodily ejres, 
and wbo, tbrougb some mistake I suppose, was in tbe babit of 
treatÍDg me to bis proclamations from America, holding 
out tbe inducements of tbe distribution of cburcb property, 
and tbe repudiation of tbe national debt. Tbe policy of our 
sagacious managers is to ignore sucb existence ; out tbey will 
not ignore wben be bas a Frencb or American tbree-decker 
under bis foot. It would not be at ali wonderful, if in tbe 
pockets of tbe attomeys' clerks at Belfast were found traces of 
communication witb sucb a personage ; and tbose wbo desire 
Information on bis birtb, parentage, and education, may con- 
sult No. 81 of tbe Quarterly Review, On tbe wbole bis 
cbances are asgood as tbose of tbe present Emperor of France 
adozen years ago; and it is not biding tbe bead as is tbe 
wont of tbe ostricb and tbe turkey, tbat will cbange tbe 
betting. 

ASwedisb statesman told bis son tbat be would find out 
witb bow little wisdom tbe world was goTemed. Sometimes 
tbe little wisdom coincides witb tbe intention of beayen to 
destroy. Look at a Proclamation wbicb appears in tlie public 
prints, as just issued in Oude. It purports to be directed to tbe 
territorial nobles, cbiefs of clans, landlords and freebolders, di- 
recting tbem to bringin tbeir cannon, ammunitíon, and arma of ali 
kínds, under penalties ending witb imprisonment and fiogging, 
Were tbese men paid for doing tbeir best to drive everybody to 
die in tbe last ditcb ? Tbe subject is specially commended to 
tbe Foreign Affairs Gommittees, wbo almost alone baye sbown 
tbe spirit of honest men and gentlemen on tbe transactions in 
Oude. And tbey are invited to tbink» wbat would have beea 
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tbe consequences if England had been treacherously seized by 
an operation in comparison of whicb the French occupatiou of 
Spain was honour and morality, and tbe tbing ended with call- 
ing on our Englisb nobles, landlords, and freeholders bj name, 
to siirrender tbeir personal arms and ornamenta, wbicn by the 
custom of the country it was as usual for an individual of 
certain classes to wear, as in England a bundred years ago to 
wear a court sword, — on pain of flogging! It is mean 
raffianism. It will be considered as preparatory to a massacre, 
like that of Moultan. The man is an ass, who after what bas 
been done, would view it otherwise. What would you give for 
such agents, if your object was to make mischief ? And you 
must pay for it ali, in money or money's worth, perhaps in 
those heavier payments which heayen's bailifis know how to 
exactfrom a guilty country when they get the writ For it hus 
been tbe country ; there is no denying. With the exception of 
a small band only enough to bear witness against the others, 
there is no step in the degradation of the nation, which bas not 
been cheered by what may be called the universal people, and 
the memory of it rolled imder tbeir tongues as sometbing 
òdoriferous and sweet. 

What will come of it ali, heaven knows. Men are already 
growing sceptical, like those who said " Wbere is the promise 
of His coming?** Give the mills time, and you will see. Mean- 
while what is happening in Ireland, sounds very muoh like 
the creaking of Ibe miil-stones. Do not let us hasten things, 
by bringing back those under whom the mischief was 
begun. 

Yours &o. 

22 Dee. 1858. 



Retubn not bailikg for bailing. 

LXXXI. 

A LoNDON Journal in tbe habit of opposing everytbing good 
till it becomes " a great fact," is profuse in opprobrious epithets 
on the poor men who do not like to be kicked but are terribly 
afraid they shall be. 

" The proposed associatíon of Household Suffrage and the 
Ballot, would be the old partnership of tbieves and the night." 
Just so would tbieves write of the untbievisb portion of man- 
Idnd, their natural foes. La proprUté dest 1$ vol, He 
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buttons up bis pocket is the re&L robber, and tbe impoverisbed 
tbief is the complaining sufierer. Here are men who do not 
like to be kioked, and would restrain the kickers of their lawful 
pleasure. It is an old story ; the American master views bis 
slave as an enemj to peace and quietness, who cannot lie still 
under the lash, and is perpetually getting up a row to the dis- 
oomfort of " the citizens." There may or may not be policy in 
putting the thinçr to the sufferers in this light. Whether it is 
policy or not, will depend on the strength of the afiSicted, and 
the chance they have of making their voices heard. 

We are going about to establish " a sort of ragged school for 
dirty politicians/' Palmam qui meruit ferat ; let those who 
win the title wear it. There is a grand dispute in band, to know 
which are the thieves ; and tbe ragged school will be in tiroe 
to íind out why they are ragged, and who they are that would 
keep them so. 

Those of us who want tbe protection of the Ballot are 
represented as wanting " to dodge the policeman.'*— Sootbing 
language, for those who think the national policeman their 
only hope. Imagine a set of honest men. scudding away to 
escape írom a victorious swell mob, and cuarged with baseJy 
withdrawing tbemselves from paying tribute to whom tribute 
is due. They are next a troupe of bravoes, " their cloak the 
box, and the ballot the dagger." It is well they are not 
charged with having a box at the Post-oflfice, which sulkily 
refuses to give up a man's letters to inquiring strangers, and 
iniquitously allows them to be put sealed into the bole. Think 
what " stabbing*' there will be " in the dark," unless this mal- 
practice can be got rid of. 

We are admitting '* to an overwhelming voice in tbe con- 
stitution a new class, who cannot bear the light on their deeds,*' 
— " cowardly fellows supposed to be silent for three years, and 
then to speak, not through their lips, but through the Ballot," 
— introduced into the new constitution, "not only with an 
apology, but, like bankrupts, with a demand for protection." 
— ^Pleasant, to the hearers ! 

Such was always the course which men struggling into 
liberty must submit to ; and well it is no worse. If the pedple 
who want the Ballot were not known to bave strength to carry 
it, they would be subjected to worse. It would not be the 
grumbling of the toothless giant that would suffice. Imagine 
the above hard language applied to men desirous to put their 
letters sealed into the Post-office ; and see how little of wit or 
wisdom would be left. 

And this brings to the true reason of the adyer8ary*s notes of 
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alarm. It is because he knows the groimd is sinkiiig under 
him. Men of influence in society shrink from maiutaining 
positions which they know tbey are in the habit of repudiatíng 
every day ia their own concerns. You cannot persuade a 
gentleman to be a gentleman when be talks to bis club, and 
a prevaricator when he commits himself with the outside bar- 
barians. Men revolt from it ; that is to say, the most part of 
thera do. There may be here and there a rara avis^ who draws 
different conclusions from the same premises; but he is a 
speckled bird, and bis own companions do not like him. 

But the great source of strength is, that people are getting 
over the foolish miscalculations which caused them to cherish 
a pound of influence for themselves or party, at the gain of a 
hundredweight to their adversaries. No doubt there was a 
temptation, in that large class for instance of employers of 
manufacturing industry who leaned towards liberal opinions, 
to say " Give us the influence over those we employ, of at 
least knowing whether they go our way or not." But this was 
the rough calculation; the expanded one, which more know- 
ledge and better consultation of the pillow have induced, is to 
ask whether the change at large is for the well-beiug of our 
side» or of the other. There are rich men who have profited 
by this mental discipline ; and poor men also. 

It is not our fault, if the community or the largest portion 
of it, draws melancholy conclusions on the gifts and graces of 
those who fight for the periodical subjection of their feUows to 
the operation of open voting. There would be just as much to 
say for open letters to the Post-office. But that is not 
enough, without an array of subsidiai^ weaknesses, to act as 
garnish to the great calf s head in the middle. One statesman 
trots out bis folly, concerning the Ballot being no Ballot in 
America. As if we asked for a Ballot that was no Ballot ; and 
as if we had not sense to make a Ballot that should keep out 
the thieves. Suppose houses in America had no locks ; would 
that be a reason why the wandering Arabs of society should 
run about preaching the desirableness of the same policy here ? 
It is just because the Americans have not thieves and wehave; 
or at ali events they have not thieves of the same identical 
kind we want to keep out by Chubb's Patent, and therefore to 
tell us that in America Chubb keeps out nobody, is only a 
reason why we must have an improved Chubb here. 

Another flourisl^es away upon the assertion that the French 
Emperor was chosen by the Ballot. To which the answer is 
as before, that it is highly doubtful whether the French Chubb 
was good for anything. There is no argument derivable fr'^*" 
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these non-entities. If tfae thing was not what it pretended to 
be, why are we to argue from the tbing that was not ? 

Putting aU things together, the opponent makes out no case, 
why he should be treated with more than the qnalifíed respect 
which moderate men preserve for every unsuccessful com- 
batant, 

28 Dec. 1858. 
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The commencement of a new year has an inevitable ten- 
dency to direct attention to something like a summary of 
events in the past And bere it is certain there will be as 
many products as there are different tastes and interests among 
those wbo are to be the authors. A popular newspaper will 
consider the year as marked for eternal fame by successful 
slaughters in the East, and the revival of the good old spirit 
of piracy by gallant adventurers of true Norse blood. The 
Anglican semi-Romanist will view it as remarkable for baving 
been the year in which he had decided success in bringing bis 
play things into church, and wound up with a full and perfect 
service for the soul of bis cousin departed. Astronomers and 
wine-merchants will call it the Gomet year, and many a man 
will bemnse his brains in experimental examínation of the 
theory which connects good wine with what used to be held 
the harbinger of woe. 

After thus asserting the right, or at ali events the power, of 
every man to view the past from his own cock-loft, it would 
be hard if liberty were refused to view it from our own. And 
bere two facts present themselves, one evil and one good, biit 
neither of them to be viewed as other than the flux and reflux 
of the tide, which by a blessing on seamanship, joined to 
good anchors and cables, will end in oarrying the ship the way 
that it should go. 

The flrst, which is the evil one, is the fíUip which has been 

fiven to the worst passions of human nature ali over the eartb, 
y the dreadful invention of murdering an army of enlisted 
soldiers, as the means of reducing their country to what will 
be best understood by calling it negro slavery. The batred to 
the coloured man, and the desire to enslave bim mentally and 
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eorporally, were at the bottom of it ali. Faots one after 
another develope the truth, and since the " olose time " whioh 
commences with the rising of parliament, the aocessions have 
been frightful. There is the massacre of Moultan, such a 
thing as it never before entered into the heart of man to con- 
ceive, nor the recording angel of historj dreamed of dipping 
bis pen for anything so detestable. Two thousand men (siich 
is the account), soldiers enlisted iinder the belief that the word 
of an Englishman, and above ali, of Engiish govemors and 
offioens, might be trusted, were deprived of their arms under 
the knowledge that they and their countrymen had been 
exposed to treachery such as might tempt the worm to tum. 
Their only crime was that they had a religion, and had trusted 
to Engiish faith. Disarmed and surrounded with troops, they 
were exposed to every insult which the malignity of low re- 
profoates could devise. "We have great fiin," wrote one of 
these, who I am afraid from the context would turn out to be 
a British commissioned ofBcer, ** We have great íiin in making 
faces at the Sepoys, and throwing things into their lines. ' 
Throwing things into their lines, means throwing the instru- 
ments of ceremonial pollutíon ; a Christian and gentleman-like 
proceeding, borrowed from Antiochus of old. The wretches 
read their bibles to no end but to know how a sufferer in 
bible times was tormented in body and mínd. The persecutors 
of heathen days are their model and great example ; and as 
well they play the part. 

It was openly boasted that of such of these betrayed men 
as attempted to make their way through tbe country in small 
bodies, not one escaped from the barbarous tribes which sur- 
rounded them. And then an order was given that they shoidd 
be sent off in small bodies, with the visible intent and no 
other, that they should be slaughtered in this manner on the 
road. Whereupon they did, what ali men in the face of their 
murderers will do when driyen to despair, — they armed them- 
selves with staves and stones, and made a lást attempt at 
defence by attacking their betrayers. Language is debased by 
what follows. The point aimed at had been gained ; which 
was to tum them over to massacre. They were followed in 
their attempt at flight, by men with the arms for which you 
and I have paid for honourable purposes, and speedily " ac- 
counted for." And thus in hideous slang, and metaphors bor- 
rowed from the shoe-blacks of the army, was reported the 
murder of faithful men, honourable soldiers, the most devoted 
army that history tells of, till gross breach of faith and religious 
perseoution drove the m to resistanoe. Th ese reprobates have be- 
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fouled the well of our £ngli8h tongue ; they cannot utter, 
butin 

*' WordB that shoold not be nid or sang, 
Except by beggan andn^es unhong." 

There is no describing them with breyi^, without borrowing 
from the vernacular. I never saw the Emperor of Morocco'3 
sable guarda, but I have seen the French deserters to the Ma- 
mehikes, which is quite as good. They had retained the j árgon 
of the Éevolution, and their talk was ali guillotine and j>ot«- 
MTde. One poor man had preserved something of the decencies 
of life, and they called him sacré aristocrate. They were spe- 
cimens of what men may come to ; but nobody suspects them 
of being French officers. It is astonishing with what resigna- 
tion the decent portions of English society have witnessed the 
outburst of low-caste men ; and people wh o would fume up at 
any intimation that they were indifferent to the reputation of 
the country or the honour of the Crown, will stand gaping and 
hear them have the thanks of parliament. It is not U8 only 
they have injured; they have reduced the averages of the 
human animal, as they will be to be made up when it is pro- 
olaimed that time shall be no more. 

But there was more than this. As you yourself have noted, 
and as has been reported from índia by one of the few trust- 
worthy witnesses to be found, the insult of the greased car- 
tridges was repeated. It wasrepeated in cold blood on the men 
who had been weak enough to think of once more trusting to 
British faith. No pretence for mistake here. It was done to 
rouse up the last elements of resistance, and give a pretext for 
the massacres which are dear to the negro-driver'8 souL 

The terms of the so-called amnesty were, on the same au- 
thority, withheld from being communicated, and thus a little 
subsidiary murder was done for the amusement of the 
inventora. These things are no secret; they stand recorded 
wherever British disgrace can go. 

But this is only auxiliary to the point intended to he^ im- 
pressed, — the deterioration of, it may almost be said, mankind, 
which has arisen out of this outbreak of the íiendish sphit 
with which our own country is chargeable. A few years since, 
a foreign officer was the object of popular dislike, for roasting 
Arabs, men, women, and cbildren, as I have seen a French- 
man roast cray-físh in a crucible, and add pepper and salt by 
way of letting them know what was coming. Now, he is the 
pet of the fancy, and everybody seems to have a fancy for the 
thing. A joumal starts up in London to advocate thepro- 
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priety of enslaving the " inferior races," and is supported hy 
men in whom, if you asked for heart, braina, or bowels, as in a 
bird in the Britásh Museum you would ând nothing but 
ootton. The Legrees of America are wild with ecstasy at 
ali that has been done by the firitishers in índia, and gloat 
over every infernal act, as if they saw PandsBmonium rísing to 
coTer the earth. Gonservative Reviews dissect prose romaoces 
in praise of the strong-limbed gianthood of the olden time, 
and either wink with one eye, or have no sight of both. Every 
boy takes leave to kill his sweetheart when she is "awkward " 
to him, and trusts for escape to proving himself to have always 
been an ass. Far and wide the leaven has been spread. It 
meets us in the streets, where men's faces do their best to 
counterfeit barbarians. 

Tbis is the evil. And the good is, that as the iniquities of 
the Boman world were superseded by the appearance from 
wilds and forests of a better race, so in our country a uew 
stock is knocking at the doors of the constitution, and knock- 
ing much too hard to leave doubts of the anal isaue. On 
which, with your leave, shall be more hereafter. 

Yours &c. 

6 c/an. 1859. 
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I PR0MI8ED to wríte of hope í and the hope ishere, — that a 
new set of men are comiug to the fore, and the devil will not 
hinder them, and the Author of Good is on their side. See 
who they are that have shown in the aggregate a sense of 
the evil of the times and the way to go about to mend it, and 
you will fíud them as nearly as possible coincident with the 
men who are knocking at the doors of the constitution, and 
mean to take no denial as they are not likely in the end to 
meet with failure. \ 

See who have shown the instincts of honourable men, of 
Ohristians, of men escaped from the darkness and brutality of 
the middle and what are called the clássica! ages, and capable, 
in their several degrees, of appreciating the greatimprovements 
of later times, which began when a certain Hermanu, whom 
the book-men call Arminius, routed a Roman army in the 
most important battle of the world. That was the beginning 
of the end, of the CioU Romauus the great buily of the earth ; 
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and it leít a críck in the neck of ali who hare wanted to play 
at being Civeê Momam since. From that period may be dated 
the progress of the two most important inventions of the reno* 
vated world, the establishment of National Law, and of the 
Bepresentatiye System. Of both these great inventions, bea]> 
ing more powerfuily on human happinesa tban any others tJiat 
can be named, the men who are still shut out from pnblic 
existence have shown themselres the best jndges and the ablest 
partísans. There is no denying there was something noyel, if 
not grotesque, in seeing the Working Classes rueh to occupy 
the ground previously held sacred to flowing robes andperukes 
of oorresponding dignity. But the proof of everything is in 
the upshot. If the Working Classes talked sense on Foreign 
Affairs in their Committees, why did the Middle Classes as Úíq 
term is, allow them to have ali the talking to themselres ? 
Compare the power of judgment demonstrated among the one 
class in the discreditable doings of the last two years, with the 
stolid gullibility of the other, who in the main may baye taken 
for their models the roasted pigs in the Land of Cookayne who 
nin about crying " Come eat me," with such a ready gulp 
did they swallow any falsehood told them by interestea men, 
80 long as it smacked of blood, and âattered the destructive 
organ which is strong in the natural man till reduced by 
knowledge and philosophy. And after so comparing, saj 
which class it is that ought to be kept out in preference, if 
human affairs were conducted with sense beyond that of the 
creatures which perish. 

On tbis question of National Law, the Working Classes hare 
shown that they had the root of the matter in them to a much 

greater extent than their rivais the middle-men. While the 
rst were doing their best to bring the subject into publie 
notice, which is at least one step towards accomplishing any 
good, — the others, without pressmg too hardly on the mistakes 
of friends, were burying the question under a mass of verbal 
illusions and ill-directed metanhors. The form which the 
desire for National Law had taken in the minds of men of the 
last two centuries, had been expressed by the phrase of the 
" balance of power ;" not perhaps a very good one, as shown by 
its liability to iiiisconstruction, but one to which they were 
invited by the immediate circumstances of their case. De- 
siring a law among nations as among individuais, whereby the 
exercise of injustice by one should be put down by the interfe- 
rence of the others, the great danger they saw practically 
pressing on them was the acquisition of such power in the 
hands of one, as should lead to setting ali the others at 
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defíauce, — a retiim in short, to somethinglike the state of man 
under the Boman dominion, and of which the threatened 
embodiment at the moment was the power of the Qrand 
Monarqtie, But it was, and is, a feeble mistaJte to put 
this forward as meaning the establishment of an imaginary 
balance among imaginary quantities. What it meant was, 
that eyery man should keep his own. Look at the specimens 
of the statuary's art which surmount the Court-House in York 
Gastle, and vou will see a balance, and know what it means. 
More mistaKes tbere were, which the mechanical knowledge 
difiused in amanufacturing distríct will be sufBcient to expose. 
There is an equilibrium of stahUity, which is when a weight is 
suspended by a string and has a tendency to rest; and there 
isan equilibrium of instability, which is when the same weight 
is set upon a polé, or like a needle on its point, and has no 
tendency but to fali over as soon as it is left to itself. It 
pleased the assailants of what our forefathers intended by the 
oalance of power, to assume that it meant the last of these 
kinds of equilibrium and not the other. It is easy to make the 
giants first and then to kill them. But wise men have had 
enough of real objects to oppose, witbout engaging in a manu- 
facture of this description. 

On this point then also, the Working Classes in the aggre- 
gate, leaders and followers together, have shown a decided 
superiority over those with whom they may be compared, and 
have proved themselves far more deserying of influence oyer 
the joint-stock doings of the community. They are a new 
blood, and a good one ; a blood that was much wanted, and 
that will be hailed with acclamation by aU the Bakewells of 
the human race. If mutton can be laid on a sheep, upon the 
joints which bear the best prices at the salesman'8, why should 
not a commonwealth be mended, by bringing forward the 
good kinds where they are found, instead of hedging them out 
lest anybody should receiye contiígious benefít ? 

In ali this there is hope, and of the kind which witbout 
rashness may be descríbed as *' sure and certain." Ali good 
mon are on that side; and there are good men eveir where 
when you come to look for them. There is good blood under 
the long rent-roll as well as under the fustian jacket; and the 
great mistake of the partibans of evil, is not knowing how 
soon one will be brought to help the other, when the injustice 
Í8 flagrant and the course is clear. 

Yours &o. 

12 Jan, 1800. 
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LXXXIY. 

A WBITER of the day has said, that in every house tbere is 
a skeleton ; — some concealed object of dread, which people try 
not to think about, but the conscíousness of which perpetually 
intrudes. 

There is a skeleton in every house wbere there is guilt. It 
is the ordinance of heaven, as the means of keeping the world 
upon its legs. Without it, tbings would run eveiy wbere to 
wreck, and the corrupted portion of mankind overpower the 
wholesome. The ancients called it Nemesis ; poor heathens 
who of course could know little about the matter, but to wbom 
nevertheless it was given to clearlj see this portion of the 
invisible things which were from the creation of the world. 

A panic has seized the British community, that there is to 
be a European war. Nobody knows exactly wby; but tbe panic 
is not the less. A panic is a phsBoomenon there is no use in 
trying to account for ; it is literally " a thing appearing," of 
which ali that can be predicated is that it is there. And 
another appearance, which may not be so decidedly without an 
explanation, is the universal assent, through the trumpets of 
the press, that England is to take no share in the coming 
war, whatever may be its nature. The fíeld may be so inviting, 
that Feace Societies may feel an inclination to try a hand, and 
contribute âannel waistcoats towards the prosecution of the 
contest. But the thing must not be ; there is a reason. The 
country is to take the position of the Irish culprit, who exclaimed 
*' My Lord, if you please, there shall be no more said about 
this matter." There is the same assumption, that the thing is 
to be voluntary, which will not be voluntary; and that the 
stupid bird will be safe, because it proposes to thrust its head 
into a corner. 

What is at the bottom of ali this imanimity? Is the lion 
going to lie down with the lamb, or does ho prefer eating straw 
as the ox? Have the men who breakfasted on blood and 
maugled limbs, and could not muster an appetite till they 
knew who was blown from a gun and who put to death with 
torture ; — whose spirits rose and fell, according as they heard of 
Mohammedans muidered by forties in a stríng and caJling the 
while on Qod, whom they stupidly term Allah and brutishly 
declare to be but Ooe ; — can these men have so filled them- 
selves, that they could bear to see the game going on, and sigh 
like the overfed citizen who has thrown away his appetite 
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upon a neck of mutton, because he did not know there was 
venison coming ? The thing must have a cause ; and where 
isit? 

It is just the skeleton. It is a giinning conscience in the 
back-ground. It is tlie hidden fear wbich rises up and says, 
*' You have had your will, and now come the consequences." 
Like ali people who yield to the intoxioation of present plea* 
sure, the sting comes after, and no thought of gone-by delights 
will stauncb its grief. The delight may have been keen, 
penetrating, soul-absorbing ; but it was only felt in its intensity 
by some, and the rest must pay for it. To massacre betrayed 
men regimentally, may have been a joy the sense aches at. 
The ancients did not " Know the force of gimpowder, To kill 
a man withal/' and their massacres of prisoners and wounded, 
though they sometimes tried their hands, were tame affairs, 
compared with the invenlions of Ghristians in these latter 
days. Not a man among them possessed a revolver for his 
private pleasares. They issued an order for a storm or an ex- 
termination, and it was executed coarsely, rudely, like men 
who had no distinction in their joys. They had not the grand 
precedent of the black hole of Galcutta, like that skilful anti- 
quary whoâshed it up for application at Moultan, andi feel little 
doubt will be found included in the thanks of parliament. 

It is the skeleton. There is no use in deâning too accu- 
rately what that is. Those who fear it can teU. It would not 
do for England to be engaged in a war, unless forced on her 
by attack at home. If she is to have war, it must be on her 
own shores. She may parry, but must not riposte; and every 
body knows what comes of that. The director of the massacre 
at Canton, — -for there it was, the rule of violence on the earth 
began, — may look back on the consequences, and wonder at 
the exactness of the observation, of how great a matter a little 
fíre kindleth. It has been boasted in the pnblic prints that 
England has ninety-three thousand men engaged abroad. 
There may be exaggeration, but it was not the less well roeant. 
And then the simpletons ând out that fíve hundred thousand 
men within sight of their shore, are dangerous neighbours, 
and that it is best to say the grapes are sour, and deny them- 
selves the pleasure of any remonstrance which might lead to 
collision. 

These be your gods, O Israel, and these the calvesfor which 
you have been led into the sacrifice of fame and safety. Teli 
foreigaers the gentleman is not at home. Or if scruples are 
felt at employing that conventional mode of denying him, say 
he is deeply engaged in settling his domestie accounts, and 

VOL. II. £ 



50 Our " Twenty Millions:' 

cfinnot attend to strangers unless they break into bis parlourJ 
*' How happy is tbe blameless Vestal'8 lot, The world forget- 
ting, by tbe world forgot !" Only sometimes tbe world refuses 
to forget tbe blameless Vestal, and maliciously takes tbe oppor- 
tunity to ask questions wbicb it may be particularly incon- 
yenient to be troubled witb. 

One tbing is in our favour, wbicb is, tbat tbe present go- 
yemment are tbe men wbo did not do it It is impossible 
tbey sbould not bave a sense of tbe vantage ground on wbicb 
they stand. Tbey bave but to make, like sensible men, a decent 
compact witb the seething elements of internai reform, and 
they will bave strength for copiDg witb the mischief wbicb 
others bave bequeathed to them. It is a bad game tbat is 
transferred into their bands, but tbey bave no choice. If ali 
men knew their friends, they would bave a beiter chance of 
dealing witb their enemies. 

Yours &c. 

19 Jan. 1859. 
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As one wbo professes to discharge tbe office of the watcb- 
man on tbe tower, you will not think it out of your way to 
give warniug note on a subject which both directly and indi- 
rectly ioterests the majority of your readers. 

In tbat estimable and impartial book '^Haydn's Dic- 
tionary of Dates," is found tbe loUowing entry : — 

" SLAVES, Emancipation of. Act for tbe abolition of 
slavery througbout the Britisb colonies, and for tbe promotion 
of industry aniong the manumitted slaves, and for compensa - 
tion to the persons bitherto entitled to the serviços of such 
slaves, by the grant from parliament of wÊ20,000,000 sterling, 
passed 3 and 4 WiUiam IV., Aug. 28, 1833. By the opera- 
tion of tbis act, slavery terminated in the Britisb possessions 
on Aug. 1, 1834, and 770,280 slaves became free." 

There were people at the time wbo said, ** They will take your 
twenty millions, and the tbing will go on as before." And now 
the time is come for seeing whether tbis is not to be true. 

If you ask me what portion of your readers are interested, I 
answer at once, the Working Classes. They are just now 
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èngatjfed in an agitation for the improvement of their own po- 
liticai condition, and if tbey had not the sense to see how the 
present question bears on theirs, tbey would give a lamentable 
measure of their âtness for the advancement which they 
demand. 

The natural tendency of things everywhere, is to live iipon 
the Working Classes. It is as much man's nature, as for a 
monkey to stretch out his hand to an apple-stall. And the de- 
gree in which this tendency has been pnt down, is the best 
measure in existence, for testing the reality of a country's ad- 
yance in public freedom. In the ancient times, and in English 
times up to the Ist of August 1834 aforesaid, this propensity 
took the form of what is called personal slavery. That is to 
say, the Working Classes who were to be lived upon, were put 
under a distinct set of laws from other men. They might be 
beaten when other men might not ; they were not allowed to 
give evidence against their betters ; they were not even to be 
called men and women, but depreciatory names, as "wench" 
and " fellow," were invented to distinguish them in common 
parlance ; they might not marry, or if they attempted it, their 
wives and children might be sold into distant countries, with 
as little ceremony as your Bradtbrd economist sends a sow and 
her chubby pigs to stand in the swinemarket. It was very 
helpful to this, when the Working Classes had a distinct com- 
plexion, and so could not be taken by mistake for their 
masters. But there was a good deal done without it. Look 
in the same excellent book, and you will see. 

" SLAVERY IN ENGLAND. Slavery was very early 
known ; and laws respecting the sale of slaves were made by 
Alfred. The English peasantry were so commonly sold for 
slaves in Saxon and Norman times, that children were sold in 
Bristol market like cattle for exportation. Many were sent to 
Ireland, and others to Scotland. A statute was enacted by 
Edward VI. that a runaway, or any one who lived idly for 
tbree days, should be brought before two justices of the peace, 
and marked V with a hot iron ou the breast, and adjudged the 
si ave of him who brought him for two years. He was to take 
the slave, and give him bread, water, or small drink, and 
refuse meat, and cause him to work by beating, chaining, or 
otherwise ; and if, within that space, h*e absented himself four- 
teen days, was to be marked on the foiehead or cheek» by a hot 
iron, with an S, and be his mastefs slave for ever — second 
desertlon was made felony. Lawful to put a ring of iron 
round his neck, aim, or leg. A beggar'8 child might be 
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put apprentice, and, on running away, become a dare to his 
master. Iõ47." 

So it appears that wbite faces were no secarity against 
filavery ; and the Working Classes woiild be what nobody ever 
took tbem for, if tbey trusted to the faimess of their com- 
plexions to keep them out of hann'8 way. It is what would be 
done witb them now, if the outburst of man's evil nature 
which bas taken place in the world were to get head enougb, 
and if there was not already the strength in the proper j^laces 
to keep it down. 

But to retum to your Twenty Millions. It was given to put 
an end to the disgrace and misery of slavery in the British do- 
minions, and in particular " for the promotion of industry 
among the manuniitted slaves/' And now see the tum the 
masters take. " We have got the twenty millions, but that 
shall not hinder us from importing a new race of slaves, if the 
old ones refuse such wages as we offer." And so the people of 
England are to be cheated, if the accomplices in the Ê-aud are 
strong enough, or if the people themselves were besotted 
enough to see such things going on over their heads. The 
French Slare Trade revival, — for which I proffer a subscrip- 
tion of a pound sterling towards a medal witb the words Au 
Bestaurateur de la Traite, — is to be backed by British example. 
Perhaps Chinese or Indians will be substituted, as the man 
swept his chimney with a couple of ducks, because it was 
thought cruel to the goose. AU schemes and pretences of the 
kind are point-blank frauds. The people to be imported, of 
whatever Idnd or description, have been slaves, are slaves, and 
are intended to be slaves. Was not I Govemor of Sierra 
Leone when the same thing was tried on gently there ; and did 
not I bring away the receipts in my boots, proving that the so- 
called apprentices were passed from hand to band as slaves, 
and which l kne^r my successor wanted to take away ? 

Here then is an open íraud, coming at the time when the 
English Working Classes are at issue with the powers that be, 
for the extension of their privileges. Let them look at tbe 
scene abroad, and see what comes of the Working Classes 
when tbey have no politicai power, and how sure they are to 
be ground to the dust by those who have the means. If any 
man wants his wit sharpening and his resolution strengthen- 
ing, let him look at tbe scene in the Colonies, and say, " So 
should it be with us, if we had not the means to hinder it." 
The govemment is in the act of pondering, whether it shall 
accede to the dishonesty of the West Indians, and whether it 
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shall concede the just demands at borne. It would be pity to 
leave it to the cbance of deciding both ways wrong. The 
secret of doing any thing, is to find people to help you ; and 
the way to find people to help you, is not to bore them with 
the intensity of your desire to satisfy your own wishes, but to 
show them ways in wliich they ought to help you^ and you are 
willing to help them, There must be tens of thousands in 
your neighbourhood whose hearts bum at the sight of the un- 
disguised fraud attempted in the West Indies. The ancient 
feeUng instilled into Torkshiremen when boys, and of which 
the cask wUl retain the flavour as long as two staves of it hold 
together, calls on them to make a stand. When asking for 
what themselves ought to have, they will not be so fat of heart 
or dull of understanding, as not to know that an attempt to 
oppress the industrious classes in remote portions of the em- 
pire, is preeisely a God-send to try whether they are the men 
they would be taken for, or whether they are the stuff that 
may be damaged piecemeal at pleasure, because nobody in one 
latitude cares for what happeus in another. There was heart- 
burning enough when the masters invited German tailors to 
do the work in London. But what would the feeling have 
been, if the taxes wrung from the Working Classes had been 
applied to import the foreigners ? Yet so it is yonder, and 
may be here next It is high time for everybody that has the 
means, to get his hounds in order. 

Yours &c. 

P.S. In my last was a statement from some of the public 
prints, which made the troops in índia 93,000. It was in- 
serted, not without apprehension expressed that there might 
be exaggeration, as for instance by the addition of Native 
levies. Since then, a correspondent of the Times of 23 
January says " 90,000 British bayonets " in índia. So there 
was no mistake. 

26 Jan. 1859. 
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In the windows of the print-shops is occasionally seen an 
engraving, where a youth with the simplicity of countenance 
sometimes confounded with idiocy, has taken down from its 
nail that domes tic implement the salt-box, and is in hot pur- 
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siiit of a feathered warbler, whose cocked-up tail and winking 
eye appear to show enjoyment of the joke. 

Something like this is the position taken by the Giant of the 
press, towards those jealous and unmanageable fowl the Anti- 
slavery men and women, who twitter scathless in ali comers 
of the land. They have not the machinery to wrestle with 
him in his own way ; any more than the bird in the parahle 
could cope with the innocent who is pursuing, if once his 
enginery could be brought into full bearing. But they have a 
way of their own ; which is, to keep at arm*s length, and 
laugh. 

The Times asks the Abolitionists, with the bonhomie (if 
that be the appropriate term) of the sprig of juvenility in the 
pIcture, whetlier they did not once abolish the Slave Trade. 
To which those impracticable adversários reply, they believe 
they did, and mean to do it again if need be. This may be 
called, salt the fírst. And salt the second, is to pray to be 
informed whether they and other people did not pay twenty 
millions for the emancipation of the peasantry of the West 
Indies, and whether that is not enough for them, without 
troubling their heads whether rogues who had it do anytbing 
for their money. The Triton goes before, the minnows foUow 
after ; and some of these last, do their best to be irreverent. 

The young hopeful in the picture is Solomon in ali his glory, 
compared with this. Send them to 29 Poultry; where the 
member for Northampton will be ready to receive them, and 
subject them to those salutary disciplines by which he restores 
two-thirds of his patients to the condition of able-minded 
citizens. What âaw was it, what infírmity, what withering 
imbecility, disco vered in those who hold by the strong hatred 
to Slavery in ali its branches, that should have induced the 
expectation of gaining by this attempt to lodge the saline 
speciiic. Strong in antecedents, elevated by memories of the 
past, inaccessible to fear or to temptation, connected by ties 
neither obsoure nor doubtful with aJl and eyerything that is 
destined to find victory in this world of Heaven's making, they 
were the last it was politic to rouse by so weak an intervention. 
One only excuse is in the possibility of things; — that the doers 
have had to do with minds so feeble, and so prepared by amal- 
gamation of the dupe and the accomplice for tiie reception of 
any foUy, as to have re-acted on the tutors and the guides, as 
silly shepherds copy from silly sheep, and they who drive fat 
oxen do themselves grow fat. 

It may be profítable to look round on the sources from which 
the Abolitionists may look for support. like the Ghristians 
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of old, they are in tbe court, the camp, the jadgmentrhalls, the 
temples; they are a leaven everywliere witli full access to 
lea^ening tbe mass. The classes just now upheaving the earth 
for admission into the freedom of the Gonstitution, are their 
natural allies, or more properly part and portion of the cíísus 
beUi. Good men of ali kinds are with them; and in the 
extremest ranks of politicai difference, memory oan point to 
those who would have been first lances in the charge if they 
had seen this day*. The Anti-Com-law League, which has been 
unwisely thrown into the faces of the Abolitionists as if they 
could not think of it themselves, " is not dead, but sleepeth." ít 
would be glorious to see, what a wakening there would be, of 
bonés neither dry nor feeble, if some trumpeter on the wrong 
side would be ill-advised enough to fancy himself an archangel, 
and sound the call to be up and doing. What comes to one, 
if allowed, will come to another. Ali mankind are interested 
or wiU be, in putting a swift extinguisher on this new prece- 
dent, which is to direct that men who have been successful 
once, may be walked over by their enemies whenever they 
choose to try again. Why not, on the same precedent, bring 
back the Stuaits, or install Saint Thomas of the vermin'd 
shirt at Canterbury ? Were they not got rid of, once ? 

This week witnesses the assembling of parliameut. Meu 
will not be so much engaged in the turbulence of passing 
Europe or in domestic settlements, as not to give attention to 
this small colonial irritation, as the sailor in a gale of wind 
finds time to deal with the teasing specimen of entomology, 
which takes the opportunity to interfere with histranquillity of 
trousers. 

Since receiving your proof, I have seen a letter in the 
Times of l February, in which reference is made to the inter- 
view of the Anti-slavery Society with the Colonial Secretary. 
Beports on such occasions, without special blame to any body, aie 
often incorrect. What I said was, that I knew the so-called 
apprentices at Sierra Leone were slaves ; and that I brought 
away, not copies, but the veritable documente which proved it. 
I have no nirther comment to make, except that colonial 
officials will not strengthen their case here, by representations 
of the " laughing and chattering" of the cargoes which come 
into their hands. It is ali part; and parcel of the contempt for 
God'8 tropical man, which has led to the shames in índia. If 
a cargo of English men and women had been landed in similar 
plight in an AÍgerine port in the palmy days of piracy, I do not 
know whether tíiere would be laughing, but to a certainty there 
would be chattering ; and it has often occurred to me to think, 
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what argumenta woiild be deríved for Europeans being akin to 
the monkej race, from tbeir inability to croak out tbe Árabic 
with the true flavour of a crow in a quinsey. 

Yours &c. 
2 Feb. 1859. 
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The ministerial announcements, as conveyed tbrough tbe 
Speecb from the Throne, are necessarily tbe objects of oyer- 
powenng interest at tbe moment. 

On tbe subject of índia, it would bave been more for the 
reputation of tbe Crown in future ages, if its ministers bad 
said something of bringing to account tbe men wbo wantonlj 
and by breacb of civil and military faith with tbe Natives of 
tbat country, produced the present eti]s, and tben conducted 
themselves with a diabolism wbich it is desirable to consider 
in an Appendix by itself, and not as making an ordinary 
Gbapter of buman bistory. Instead of wbich, there can be no 
reasonable doubt, tbat tbe actors in tbese scenes stalk about at 
tbis moment, considering themselves included in the tbanks of 
parliament. 

On the hope expressed of " obliterating ali traces of tbe 
present unbappy confiict," — bow do men go about to obliterate 
sucb things ? Does anybody ever obliterate them, even to tbe 
fourtb and âfth generation ? Are the atrocities of Kirke and 
Jeffreys forgotten in tbe West of England, or those of 1798 in 
Ireland ; and what were they, to what is here ? Is the man who 
saw bis Native princes butchered under trust, — or bis father 
put to two deaths at once by the hands of a hangman-judge, 
— or bis kinsmen blown from guns for remonstrating against 
the grossest breacb of military faith and honour wbich bas 
stained tbe fíerce brotherhoodof universal soldiersbip since arms 
were a profession, — are tbese men to be ooaxeddown by ginger- 
bread, or tumed into sweet and loving subjects by a few 
honied words ? Will the Black Hole of ÍSíoultan be forgotten, 
except as copies are less prized than the original? AU who 
know anything, know tbat undying bate, and curses on the 
Ghristian name as deep as well deserved, must rankle in the 
hearts of the sufferers and of tbeir posterity, to an etemi^ of 
hope. Sucb is Ood*s vengeance on those wbo do tbe evil nrst, 
and tben think to oure it by a liok to the sore. And sucb will 



Opening qf Parliament. 57 

be the end of the grandest crusade agoinst a people'8 religion, 
customs, and liberties, ou record in the history of the human 
animal. In ali this, the ministers assuredly might have 
done better. 

The Treaty with China is lauded by ministers as having 
" prevented further eífusion of blood." Why was there eflPusion 
of blood at ali? The highwayman on the road, pistols whom 
he likes, and at the point he thinks proper rejoices in the pre- 
vention of further eífusion of blood. The treaty with Japan 
was something of the same kind; only by God*8 mercy the 
honest man gave in, when told to stand and deliver. 

There was no need to parade the repentance (" change of 
mind" as is the evangelical Greek) of the Emperor of the 
French so much at large; especially when foUowed in the 
next paragraph by the intimation that England intends to do 
substantially the same thing. It may be doubted whether this 
was within the courtesy of nations. 

The South American Republics were the first fruits of 
English liberalism, and a Sritish minister took credit for 
having called them into existence. There was the claim tbe 
ancients denominated " clientship," to the j&iendly offices of 
Great Britain; the position resembled that of Elizabeth to- 
wards the United Frovinces of HoUand. And now England 
is found assisting the âlibusters of America to execute their 
plan of reducing the Mexicans to negro slayery. Gortez did 
not do the thing eôectually, and so England must help ; some 
consular represéntation perhaps, like that which originated tbe 
massacre of Canton, being used as the pretext. The Triton of 
the press gives the reason why this ought to be; it is because 
the Mexicans are contaminated with Indian colour. The 
vulgar animosity against a skin, — ^the stamp of lowly-mindedness, 
and very indication of cart blood,— is put forward as the 
wherefore ; the same mean instinct that upset an empire in 
índia. But it would be unjust to attribute this feeling to the 
ministers. They yield to State necessity, and the imperativo 
duty of conciliating the Slave Power in America. Already the 
curl is upon the sea, though it may be some time before the 
squall arrives. Kead the American Eeport of Oommittee, and 
see how distinctly it says, " Wink at our villainy, or we will 
not wink at yours." Tnily when a nation takes to dishonour- 
able courses, vengeance is not far off. We have got the length, 
of being threatened by our accomplioes. It is not likely the 
American colonel who is claiming his millions of doUars írom 
the British govemment for some unjudged complaint, after the 
fashion of Englishmen to what they call an '* Asiatic," will 
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bring his claim into the Thames, or carry off the governor of 
Fortsmoutfa for refiising to pay upon deroand. But the thing 
is on its way. " Manifest destiny" has set its eye on Canada ; 
and Cuba is not the only West Indian Island in which the 
" peculiar institution " is to be upheld or be restored. Ali this is 
not yet; no more is Christmas. But those who were off 
Boulogne when Villeneuve'8 âeet was to have come up the 
Channel and did not, know how easily the whirl of politics 
might bring a combined âeet in which the âag of Slavery 
should hold a conspicuous place. There is notbing like bow- 
ing in time ; it is better than bowing too late. It may not be 
80 long, before Englishmen ând out, that it would have been 
their interest, like other people's, to establish some National 
Law, by which powers, like individuais, should be prevented 
from running about pistol in hand, to collect their debts from 
any they choose to pronounce their debtors. 

The '* re-constniction of the British Navy*' is, on the face 
of things, no joke. The sooner you set about it, the better ; 
unless with 93,000 men as boasted abroad, and õOO,000 men 
looking longingly on the millions in gold that are kept pur- 
posely for them in Threadneedle Street, you wish to try con- 
clusions. 

The Reform Bill lies over for ** calm and impartial consi- 
deration." If it lies over till things are calm, a great deal of 
" fresh breezes and cloudy" may intervene. 

After the speeches of the mover and seconder of the Address, 
the Speaker got the length of saying " Those who are of that 
opinion say Aye," and halted ; whereupon was a dead silence, 
and a minute more woúld have produced a laugh. The leader 
of the Opposition rose, and on concluding was followed by the 
leader of the Ministerial side. On the question of the proba- 
bility of war, so interesting to the public, both of them used 
expressions which they afterwards tried to soften or recall. 
Like the Emperor of the French, they do not seem to have 
the art of measuring to-day*s words by to-morrow's wish es. 

Friday and Monday were chiefly remarkable for the number 
of Railway Bills which made their appearance. On Monday the 
OccasionELl Forms of Prayer Bill was read a second time, with- 
out a division ; and the Endowed Schools' Bill read a firsttime. 

On Tuesday leave was given to bring in a Bill for legalizing 
Marriage with a Deceased Wife's Sister, by 155 against 85. 
A motion for limiting the Sittings of the House on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays to midnight, was negatived by 287 against 28. 
Leave was given to bring in a Bill for the Abolition of Church 
Bates, without a division. 
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On Wednesdaj the House met at twelve, and broke up in a 
quart«r of an hour. 

Yours &c. 
9 Feh. 1859. 
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Fapbb Duty maintained, to spend on the Italo-Gothic. 

lxxxviii. 

On Thursday 10 February, innumerable Petítions were 
presented for the Kepeal of tbe Paper Duty. On which, more 
anon. 

On Friday lengthened debate, on how miich of the Public 
Offices, and Buildings in streets in their neighbourbood, should 
be pulled down and rebuilt, and whether in the Italo-Gotbic or 
the Anglo-Gothic style ; the Puseyite interest, as pointedly inti- 
mated by Lord Palmerston, being strong in favour of 
Gothicizingus as fast as possible. Some stand was made from 
both sides of tbe House, by asking whether it would not be 
wiser to wait till the bills were brougbt in from índia and 
elsewhere, and more known about the apprebended European 
war, and provision made for what is no matter of apprehension 
because announced in the Speech from the Throne, the ** re-con- 
struction of the British Navy." 

Under circumstances like these, it seems little short of that 
fatuity which is of Divine direction, that men should be seen 
making ducks and drakes of the money wrung from the tax- 
payers and Working Classes, on clocks that do not go, and 
bells that will not ring, with a prospect of whole streets to be 

Çulled down and rebuilt for the amusement of the lovers of the 
talo-Gothic. A government cannot remove the Paper Duty 
of One Million which is a tax levied on the oil that oils the 
wheels of public prosperity. But a government could take off 
Eleven Millions of Income Tax, which was the Palladium of 
the Working Classes for some security that the public expenses 
should not be levied mainly on theni in the shape of indirect 
taxation ; and a government can authorize the expenditure of 
uncounted millions on private follies, with war looking it in 
the face, and the declared necessity of " re-constructing** that 
soraewhat voluminous machine " the British Navy." Do pri- 
vate men and masters of families do so; or do they do it 
without being taken care of in Lunatic Asylums ? The simple 
explanation is this. Legislators sway away upon the public 
money, for the pleasure they ând in indulging their own tastes. 
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As an illustration which perfaaps has been offered before, I 
bave, as you know, a weakness for Organ-building. So you 
may expect to find me voting for the erection of an Organ in 
eacn of the new Public Otfices, for the encouragement of tbe 
clerks in innocent amusement, and my own ediâcation in illus- 
trating the identity of the " Sol-Fa System" with the Enhar- 
monio of the Ancients. 

And now to apply. The inference írom ali this, is to add 
weight to the movement now in hand, for giving increased 
politica] power to the classes who are accnstomed to know the 
value of money, and feel the importance of not throwing it 
away upon kicksbaws when tbe necessity for increased expen- 
diture is looming in the distance, or more properly thrusting its 
hard knuckles into your face. The other classes are not able 
to take care of themselves ; they want help, that they may 
wear their bibs, and haye their playthings, in something like 
safety. Be charitable, tbough at the expense of some exer- 
tions of your own. 

On Monday was the expected speech on índia ; so long, that 
the mind willingly subsides into the expectation that by the 
course of time we shall be made more familiar with the sub- 
jects intended. One or two points struck me as instances of 
tortuous statesmanship. The growing of opium in índia was 
defended on the ground that to prohibit it would be as unreason- 
able as introducing the Maine law into England. But eyery- 
bod^ knows that the opium is not grown to be consumed in 
índia, and that it is forced at the 8word's point, and at the 
cost of countless murders and measureless national disgrace, 
on the unwilling govemment of China. And then we are to 
lick our lips and say, *' Heayen be praised, the traffic in opium 
is not illegal in China now ; it would be a shocking thing to an 
English conscience to be carryingon an illegal traffic in opium." 

Surely in the connexion of natural eyents, putting ali 
theology out of the question, the nation that does such things 
will be brought into the oontempt which it deserves. 

On the slightest consideration, the case resolves itself into a 
demand for twenty-one millions for the pleasure of breaking 
a military compact, and greasing a Sepoy. It would be well u 
it could be charged against the pay and allowances of the man 
or men who did it. But as it is, England will either go 
through the dishononrable process of squeezing it from an 
oppressed and insulted people, or pay the difierence herself. 
Depend on it, dishonesty and treachery make bad policy in the 
end. Since Astrssa left the earth, there is no diyinity that 
yisits with summary punishment ; but there is a long, Imger- 
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ÍDg, clinging vengeance, that yisits the sins of the fathers on 
the children who walk in the ancestral ways. 

On Tuesday a Message from the Lords on the suhject of tlie 
new Public OflBces, went towards clinching the plan for spend- 
ing money before tiíej have got it. As has been said before, 
Suspect architecture, dread architecture. Since the Pyramids 
of Egypt, it has always been an evidence that one set of men 
were building, and another paying. 

On Wednesday the Bill for legalizing Marriage with a 
Deceased Wife's Sister was read a second time by 135 votes 
against 7 7 . Some talented defences were made from the opposing 
side ; which would be fine material for dissection to anybody with 
a turn for such pursuits. In the middle of the debate was an 
interlude for the introduction of Eothschild the Second ; who 
after some attempts to delay, took the Oaths and bis seat. 

Yours &c. 

16 Feb. 1859. 
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Marriage Law Amendment Bill. East Índia Loan. A 
Thanksgivino Day for the Massacre of St. Bartho- 
LOMEw*s ; Objections there would BE to it. Church 
Bates. 

LXXXIX. 

On Thiirsday 17 Feb., another instance was given, of the 
foUy of those rampant anticipations of eternity to establisbed 
wrongs and prejudices, which were indiilged in on the previous 
day on the subject of the Marriage Law Amendment Bill. 
And now this very day the report is, that the Archbishop of 
Canterbury and the Bishop of London are tired of standing 
forward as the inserters of a '* not," and mean to avow their 
adherence to the reading in the text. 

The instance alluded to, was the appearance of the represen- 
tativo for Qreenwich at the table of the House, to take the seat 
to which he had been elected by an enormous majority. The 
electors of Greenwich have done right well in agreeing, that to 
lend another hand to the clinching of religious liberty, of which 
in truth tbey were busy driving the first uail though another 
carne through the plank before it, was more for their best 
interests and honourable standing in the history of consti- 
tuencies, than any imaginable number of new docks which 
will be built when wanted, or any influence with governments 
that are out, when they shall happen to be governments that 
are in. 
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The Marríage Law Amendment Bil) was considered in Gom- 
mittee, and reported^ without Amendment ; to be read 3i'd time 
on Monday. Thus, bit by bit, fali the gloss of theologians 
and the prejudices of legislators, by gentler process, because 
suificient for the day, than our ancestors were necessitated to 
employ. 

On Friday the East índia Loan was considered in Com- 
mittee, and resolved, That it is expedient to enable the Secre- 
tary of State in Council in índia to raise money in the United 
Kingdom, for the Service of the G-ovemment of índia. 

Men attach so little ciiriosity to the resulta of movements of 
this kind, as knowing that when the house has been set on fire, 
the furniture, whether more or less, must be bumt, that they 
hardly ask the amount even of their own portion of the bill. 
It is pity but the whole could be charged against ttie pay and 
allowances of that commander of a regimeutwho ârst preached 
his Mohammedan men and officers Into revolt, and then hanged 
them. Ever^body in índia knew that to this kind of thing it 
would come; and it carne accordingly, and tbere is no use 
in troubling ourselves about the amount of the bill. When 
the aífairs of nations are allowed to get into the hands of the 
raalevolent and the low, the rush towards bankruptcy will be 
the same as in the cases of individuais. The event mav be 
staved off by the length of the paternal purse ; but whoever is 
the happy owner of that purse, must bear the brunt. 

I am grieved to see among the Notices, a question from 
an undoubted friend of humanity and peace, but which ought 
to have been the subject of more consultation and forethought. 
The question is to ask whether it is intended *' to recommend 
to Her Majesty to appoint a day of Thanksgiving to Almighty 
God, in acknowledgment of His great mercy in giving success 
to the British Arms in quelling the Bevolt in índia, and in the 
re-establishment of British power." 

The objections to this are, First, that on considerable portions 
of the British public the eífect will be the same as of appoint- 
ing a day of thanksgiving for the massacre of St. Bartholo- 
mew's. There were, and perhaps are, persons who approved of 
that massacre. But it would oe highly impolitic for them to 
exasperate the feelings of those who think differently, by a 
proposal which those opponents must consider as what, in the 
Hebrew imagery our forefathers delighted in, can be like 
nothing but " running on the thick bosses of His buckler," if it 
is conceded there is an Almighty who puts such things into the 
boók of His remembrance. Support your St. Bartholomews, 
and repeat it if you like to take the chance of what may come 



Ohjections títere would he to it, 63 

of it ; but do not ask us to damn our souU by presenting our- 
selves before God with what we believe to be a tiat blasphemy. 
If we go to cburcb, it will be to pray God apd posterity to hold 
us guiltless of this blood and sbame sucb as have never before 
been wrought upon the earth. Is it Secretary'8 State poliey, 
or anybody'8 poliey, to give occasion to such feelings as this 
must lead to ? 

A second objection is, tbat any appointment of the kind 
would be the signal for a day of insult and injury to the 
oppressed millions of índia, which nothing coula authorize 
except a belief that it was wholesome to stir up the elements of 
bate for the opportunity of putting them down again. 

And a third objection connected with the last, ia that it is 
never quite certain, that trampKng on a defeated opponent 
may not be dangerous. No man knows what any day of the 
seven may bring forth. The apparition of a few hundred 
Cossacks under any kind of an " off " or an " owsky," might 
change the face of the world ; and it is not polioy to give even 
a remota chance of playing into the hands of such a High 
Commissioner as this would be, for the sake of pleasing 
well-meaning men at home. 

At this moment there is a Notice on the Votes and Pro- 
ceedings of the House which are forwarded to you herewith, in 
words as follows : — 

" In consequence of the massacre of the 26th Native In- 
fantry at Ujnalla on the 31 st of Julylast, as detailed in a work, 
entitled 'The Crisis in the Punjaub,' by Frederick Cooper, 
esquire, Deputy Commissioner of Umritzur, to inquire of Her 
Maiesty's Government, whether any steps have been taken to 
bring to justice the perpetrators of that massacre. \^Anearly 
day.} Mr. Charles Gilpin." 

Praised be God there are still men in the world who dare 
call their souls their own. Let us pray Him that on that 
awful day when if theologians tell us true the murdered and 
the murderers shall stand together in His presence, we may 
be allowed to join the heathen side, while justice is executed 
on this grandest scene of Christiau villainy. 

On Monday the ill-advised question of the day of Thanksgiviug 
was asked ; and met by the govemment with a declaration that 
" they will wait," which was received with much cheering. If the 
opponents of the Englishin índia have any gazettes, this ought 
to figure in them. It is a good deal to get out of an enemy. 
But was it with that intent, the thing was asked ? 

Fancy my lords the Bishops coming forward with a " Te Deum 
lamlamust' and then enumerating ali the horrible and mon- 
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«trosif thir?? vti.*h ty ibe peíLÍss:ii it sío M ssrposed. of 
hirzse ProTÍ<ieii«e. h&Te lêkai rlAfe on tbe Bndkh ãde. 
" We thank tbee, O Lord. f:» t-fnrng into tbe heut of thy 
serrant. to bnutâcr bí« cainTeã luiãs* truf<. for the giory of 
thj imne. Aod «feriaUr iyr him thoa d:d^ strengtfaen to 
tortxire bis piisoner dU be did wh^ be belieTed vould damii 
biã aooL and tben slâu^ter bim. to tbe bcnonr of tbj troe 
reiigioiL and tbe proât of os tbj serrants^ Ai^o for the Black 
Hoíe of Mooltan, wberein tbe beatben perisbed, and onr 
enemies Ult in the bell like sbeep. So we of tbj fold^ and 
s>beep of tfaj pastore, shall possess tbe rerenoes of tbe mis> 
believers, and tread on tbe necks of tbeir kings, for ever and 
erer. Amen." Fanoy deoent and lererend men set to socb a 
job of joomej-irork bj TÍitoe of tbeir offices; and estimate tbe 
Ta]oe of tbe discretion wbicb saved tbem íix>m tbe triaL 

On tbe same daj, leare was given to bring in tbe Gorem- 
ment's Bill on tbe sobject of Cborcb Bates. Wbicb at ali 
erents evínces a concfliatoiy spirít, joined to a foll conviction 
tbat tbiogs cannot go on as tbej are. Among romoors may 
be added one, tbat tbe qoestion of Befonn will not be broogbt 
forward on tbe 28th ; tbe Navy Estimates being tbe pertorbing 
body wbicb will not be got out of the way. And anotber, tbat 
a Tote of want of confidence is to be moved in some mys- 
terious way wbicb may suit the movers. 

On the Bame night leare was giren witbout a dirision, to bring 
in a Bill to repeal the Clause in the Act of last session whicb 
legalizes the payment of trarelliDg expenses to roters. Tbe 
sense of the House was erideutly with the motion, and tbe 
goremment did not oppose. Lord Falmerston expressed bis 
diflHent, though without making auy actual opposition in tlie 
preseut stage. 

The question is one to which the attention of tbe public 
would be weli-directed, in tbe present stirring of the pool of 
Kfl forra ; and the sooner it is got out of the way the better. If 
it is uot, it will amount to seats in parliament being set up for 
the bost bidder. 

On Wednesday, Mr. Alcock'8 Bill for the Voluntary Arrange- 
ment of Cluirch Bates, being as I am informed one of fire 
i)lant aiioat upon the subject, was mored, but put off till 
Moiiday. 

Yours &c. 

23 Feb. 1859. 
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ÂoRrcULTCRAL Statibtios. Catholio Oath. Law of 

Pbimooenitcbe. 
xc. 

On Thursday 24th February, the motion for the publicatíon 
of Agricultiiral Statistics was xlegatived bv 163 against 152. 
The publicatíon would probably have been for the public ad- 
vantage ; but no man likes to have bis conímercial transactions 
pried into. 

The motion for going into Committee to reconsider the 
Catholio Oath, was carried against the govemment twice ; the 
firet time by 122 againet 113, and the second time by 120 
against 105. 

Thirty years is a decent time to call for alteratíon. We are 
ali older tban we were then ; and why should not prejudices 
and animosities have grown weaker in the limbs and stiffer in 
the joints? The truth is, that except in such a case as Índia, 
where a belief in overpowering force encourages a multitude of 
sinister motives, men will not shed blood for the sake of 
oppressing their neighbour's faith. The giants on ali sides 
are laid up with cramps, and can only muster an occasional 
growl. The battles that have been fought have been enough. 

On Friday was the promised inquiry into the govemmeiits 
foreknowledge of war and peace, and weighty matters there- 
with connected. The whole dwindled down into something 
exceedingly small. It is likely the mover had been checked in 
bis fírst design, by the eonnsels of bis colleagues; for the 
threatened scrutiny into ali and everythiog which had been 
done or not done by the govemment, sank into a very civil 
intimation tbat it would be agreeable to know anything it was 
agreeable to the govei-nment to oommunicate. And the 
ministerial reply might be concentrated into the well-known 
proverbial verity, that least said is soonest mended. From ali 
of which, the conclusion is, that we are walkiõg upon eggs, 
and whether we tread East or tread West, the omelet will not 
be made without the breakiug of some. 

A communication promulgated by the minister with some- 
thing of mystery and pomp, as if whatwas once said was not as 
effectually said in one way as another, was that he as good as 
believed it was settled that the Roman States were to be 
evaouated both by Austrians and French. What is to become 
of the Papal potentate thereupon, was not stated ; though it 
was iutimated he though t he could geton, between hisRomans 
and bis Swiss. Like the man who was aíraid of beiug driven 
to the neeessity of working, he will perhaps be reduced to the 
frightful oondition of doing something to conciliate his people. 
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Ou lhe question of peace and war, it was plain tbat nobody 
was doing anything but trying to conceal his ideas. An argii- 
mentlhearin conversation, wby the Frencb Emperor does 
not meditate anything hostile against England, is that if he 
did, he would have done it bafore; — a not altogetber conclusive 
inference. What tbe tbul fiend that tempted Lancelot Gobbo 
must be saying to the French Emperor, is clear enongh. It is 
saying, *' Set up, either directly or indirectly, a kingdom of Italy ; 
and this may lead to a Grand Duchy of Saxony and a Oon- 
federation of the Rhine." And he might do this, if he had 
the grace; which be has not But this must be the idée 
Napoléonienne on which he will steer, so far as he finds the 
opeuing. He may never find an openiug at ali ; and so must 
give up, like an Arcdc voyager that finds nothing but impene- 
trable ice. But this is what he infallibly looks for; and if the 
opening is found, see if he does not up helm, and make the best 
riin of it he oan. 

The debate on the Naval Estimates made some curious dis- 
closures, which will be particularly interesting in France. It 
was asserted from authority, in round terms, that the French 
navy, if it put to sea, would have things its own way. And 
this, in a country which has no hold on the afiéctions of 
general mankind, but is ratber looked upon as one which, 
whenever it suited anybody, might be declared to be out of the 
pale of modern civilization, is not a state to be rejoiced in. If 
something is not done, somebody may be laying hold of the 
country " with an iron gripe," as our Speciàl Conespondent 
boasts to have been done to índia. If there is not some look- 
out, the Black Hole of Meean Meer may beavenged at Charing 
Oross. Nations, like individuais, are very complacent to their 
own crimes, but bitter when opportunity is found, against the 
crimes of their neighbours and their rívals. AstrsBa, we know, 
is gone for good ; but Nemesis, with her wooden leg, is left on 
earth, and may be found limping into action when least 
expected. Our country men would be in some sort fighting 
with a rope about their neck, and had therefore better leave as 
little as they can to chance. 

On Monday, the "Mystery, Babylon the Great," was 
revealed, and ues now accessible to mortal eyes. It is a mere 
stirring of the pudding, without piitting in either plums or 
suet. But it will do good, simply because it ú a stirring. 
Everything that encourages the habit of alteration is in favour 
of those who want things altered. 

The theory of ministers is, that ali the interests must be 
attended to ; by iaterests being meant eveiybody who has an 
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Interest dÍ9tinctfrom thatof anybody else. Scores of minoríties, 
by t4iking care of themselves, are to take care of tbe majority. 
One interest, whicb is that of the working mulútudes, is to be 
left to take its chance atter everybody else is seired. I wouder 
wbether, if tbere was a representative of the American eagle 
cowering in the gallery, ne oould help feeling the strong 
resemblauce to the ** peculiar institution" of his own country, 
which says, " Attend to everybody *6 rights except those who it 
is settled are not to be allowed to have any." 

On Tueaday the late Home Secretary and the President of 
the Board of Trade, both of them highly esteemed by ali por- 
tionsof the House with reservatíon of their peculiar politics, 
rose to give their reason for seceding from the govemment. 
It is the identifícation of the borough and county franchise ; 
the consequence of which, as stated by one in the letter he 
read, and not objected to by the other, will be to enable the 
working classes to impose direct tasation, which means the 
Income Tax, as a permanent measure of finance. 

The Working Classes were always told it would come to 
this, and that the great boné of contention was or would be, to 
what extent the taxation of the country should be raised from 
the working man, by laying for instanoe, as is or was the case, 
eleven-fold on the poor man's tobacco, and to what extent from 
the wealthy classes who cry out ** confiscation " and " pillage '* 
if anybody prcposes that a fixed sum sball be struck off from 
every man's income and he shall pay upon the difference. AU 
these are things which have to be better understood. And tbe 
pf ocess is going forward. 

On Wednesday the Second Reading of the Bill for altering 
tbe Law of Primogeniture as applied to tbe Estates of Intes- 
tates, was negatived by 271 against 76. The debate will be an 
exceli ent study for the curious. We have here the beginning 
of one of the things which must go on. 

The Second Beading of the Bui for prohibiting Bribery by 
the offer of Conveyance to the FoU, was carried by 172 against 
153. The enemyis strong. Yours &c. 

2 March, 1859. 

Mábriaoe Law Ambndmemt Bill. East Ikdia Loan Bill. 
The Charlbs bt Oborqss, Ghuboh Bate Bill. 

xci. 

Thursdat 3rd Maroh, the Marriage Law Amendment Bill 
was read a third time by 137 votes against 89, and passed. 
Thua, bit by bit, fali the stniotures of pideslly oorruption of tíie 
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text. It was a]ways so ; and as oiir fathers, so do w6. Threo 
ilfths of the Commons hare got the length of seeing into the 
tbing ; biit lordly eyes are still under " drop serene." 

The debate on taxing tbe working classes in the West Tndieô 
to pay for introducing toreign workmen, went off heavily. The 
rich and the powerfal hare great talents at having things their 
own way. The question probably waits till it is tried upon 
lhe English workman ; though it would be ali the better it' he 
would take the alarm In time. One orator was unadvised 
enough to say, that there was no feeling íb the country against 
it, except what was got up by "that dangerous class the 
pbilanthropists." The expression is very capable of being 
turned against the user. " Philanthropists" mean the men or 
their successors, who trarapled down the Slave Trade, and are 
ready to do the same by its resurrection. " Philanthropists ** 
mean everybody except those who are no philanthropists ; and 
the world, since the days when mythology and history blend 
together and become undistinguishable, has known what these 
non-philanthropists are. if anybody corapassionates the 
working classes, black or white, they are to be saluted with a 
sarcastic name. Let this be remembered in the existing 
stmggle for Reform, — whoever goes with the working classes 
shali be called ** philanthropist." The term is not so odionâ 
but that it may be endured. Ali minorities have been helped 
to become majorities by the names given them by opponents. 
Huguenots, Puritans, Quakers, Methodists, are ali instances of 
the fact. *' Philanthropism " then is up again, and ali 
Eeformers are Philanthropists, and ali Philanthropists B^ 
formers. 

The probability is, that this scheme for nnderselling the work- 
ing classes with their own money, will die out. Bnt it will only 
be after much evil, and great sufiering to the concemed. It is 
no excuse for evil, that it will die out ; ali evils, great ahd small, 
die out when their time comes, but it is sometimes a long time 
first. There are, however, inherent weaknesses in the piau, 
which encourage the hope that its term may be short. Tbe 
working population in the West Indies, for whose liberation 
from brutal bondage wé or our fathers gave twenty millions, it 
seems are in a condition which makes them unwilling to work 
fór the wages which it is conceived must be taken by an 
imported barbarian fresh from his native haunts, and who has 
no option of going back again. It will break down through 
the inherent and long^demonstrated expense of slave labour. 
But it will gratify some evii propensities, and indulge !K)aie 
rancorous feãings. There will still be a ^ave tribe to vent ill 
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PA88Í011S on, and meu wiil have the gratífícatíon of awardÍDg 
Ibrty strípes save one, to people *' bound to service" as is the 
slang of the negro-driver and the tyrant. There were tbose 
among the " philanthropists" who always knew it woiúd come 
to this. But there were others who eould not be restrained ; 
and so our twentj millions are gone, and we are what in the 
oase of the gentler sex, is oalled ** deluded." If the opponents 
oalculated on our not having the boldness to say ao, they 
iceckoned without their host. 

Friday was remarkable for nothinff but dísclosures in the 
way of Supply. Is anybody on the look-out to see, tliat the 
war for the present is not against the resources of the country ? 
ít may only be a beginning, but if the middle and the end 
are as effective as the beginning, there is no saying what 
things may come to. But the country has had its whietle ; 
and the delights of blowing Mohammedans from guns and 
sending a Hindoo in his own opinion to hell, are a whistle 
that must be paid for. Besides, have not they poisoned 
the Chinese ? They may trust too long to the ** Peradrenture 
He sleepeth." 

On Monday, the East índia Loan Bill was read a second 
time, and committed for Friday. An orator of the old govem- 
ment introdneed the subjeot by enlarging on the obligations 
ve had contracted towards índia. A short time ago, a man 
carried off my pocket-handkerchief at the railway. I wonder 
whether he had a due sense of the obligations he had con- 
tracted towards me. At ali events, I have never heard from 
him since. 

Notice was taken in the debate, of the extent to which ali 
government of índia from Eugland is in abeyance. It is 
neither the Queen, nor Parliament, nor the Governor-General, 
that rules there. What is to rule, is the embodiment of that 
úisane feeling which has cost fífty-five millions this vear, and 
may cost ten times as much the next. It is the spírit which 
has displayed itself in servile copies of the Black Hole of 
Gaicutta, and will never rest while there is a dishonour to be 
inflicted on England, or a misery on índia. The Queen's 
words are to be no words, but as they are passed through the 
foul ehannels of these men s digestion. The natives of índia, 
it would appear, have been fools enough to believe the Queen. 
If oitations are demanded, look at *' our Bombay oorrespon- 
dent" in this day'8 (Tue8day'8) Time$. Is there anydecent 
man who does not feel, how comely it would be and how 
reviving, if as the French soldiers phrase it, the " PèreEtemél " 
would " iorúr ás $a baraqite," and leave a mark upon these. 
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men whích shotdd make the ears of ali that is coming of tbe 
world to tingle. 

On Tuesday, long debate on the affoir of the Charlei et 
Oeorges, the French ship found loading negrões within tbe 
AÍTÍcan territories of Portugal. The goverament made a 
lawye^like defence for a bad case. The fact is, that tbe 
lieutenan^colonel who preaclied bis men into mutiny and then ' 
banged them, has put tbe coimtry into such a ** nx," that if 
tbe French bad sent a ship to load negrões in Wapping, the 
affair niust have been bandled witb the greatest caution. 
The debate was finally adjoumed. 

On Wednesday, Mr. WaIpole's Churcb Rate Bill was tbrowu 
out on the Second Beading, bj 254 against 171. 

Yours &c. 

9 March, 1859. 
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C0NC£BBI0N8 OF THB GoYEBNMENT. FiSHINO 1X)B A WaIÍ 

WITH FbANCE. 

ZCIl. 

On Tbursday 10 March, the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
made some conjeessions on the aubject of the County Franobise, 
which looked yery much as if intended to take off tbe effect of 
the Resolution just announeed from an opposite quarter. He 
must shake another reef out of bis topsails before be does any 
good. 

On tbe aame eyening was wbat looks Tery like tbe little cloud 
which precedes a storm. Men are fishmg for a war with 
I^ance ; and a quarrel among tbe French and English físber- 
men is the ocoasion seized. By Treatiesgoing a long way baok, 
the rigbt of físhing on eertain portions of tbe coast was assigned 
to France, with the rigbt ofmaking eertain establishmentsbeld 
necessary thereto. Tbe wbole was as ingeniously ill-defíned as 
a maker of quarrels could desire ; and now comes tbe crop* 
which was to be expected írom such spade-husbandry. Th^ 
French were to have two islands called St. Pierre and 
Miquelon» but they were not to fortify^. In confirmation of 
which, I remember being in Newfoundíand at the commence^ 
ment of the war in 1803, and a ship was sent to capture St. 
Pierre and Miquelon, and brougbt away the French Oommis^ 
sary's oow as a tropby. 

Tbe French and English fishermen are now in bigb quarrel» 
tihe Englisbmea yiewing everything ^ken by the French aa 8« 
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ihuch taken out of their own shops, and the French of course 
standing with equal pertinacity on their Trcaty rights. But it 
Í8 the manner in which this has heen handled in the British 
parliament, which is the interesting thing just now. Every 
mau wh o has erer heen in office to the extent of settling 
a dispute hetween two fish-wives, or trying to prevent a private 
quarrel, knows that the desirahle thing is to keep the thing in 
tne hands of somehody of sense, and not pnt it into the news- 
papers as the means of summoning adherents to hoth sides. 
The govemraent (it could hardly be othei-wise) were in ali pro- 
bability doing something of this kind, when the resolution to 
KKng the qiiarrel before the House of Gommons was under* 
taken. And nothing could be more ill-judged, than the way in 
which the case was laid before our acute and intelligent neigh* 
bours, as it will be by next post. In the first place, parade 
was made of the fact, that these Treaties were made wben 
Kngland was in a state or states of depression and misfortune. 
The direct inference from which is, that England means to eay, 
that not being now in a state of depression and misfortune, ^he 
does not mean to keep them ; no nisi prius lawyer by possibility 
eonld faJI to seize the point. And the next argument by 
which French politicians are to be put to silence, is that the 
Treaties say ** nsh/* and " físh" does not mean fish, it onlv 
means " cod-fish." This is the argument which is to go foriFi 
in French reading-rooms and barracks, as a specimen of 
English logic. The French have taken fish which were not 
*' eod-físh/* and because ali the world knows that nothing but 
cod-físh are fish, the French are in flagrante delicto^ and must 
íbr eyer hold their peace. Thirdly, the great accession of 
strengtb to the Frencn Navy from the Newfoundland fisheries, 
was paraded as the English motive ; as if that was likely to' 
pacify in France. 

It appears an attempt was made to settle the dispute by 
appointing two commissioners ; and the commissioners were 
á Newfoundland Jish merehant and a captain of the French 
Navy. Whether they sat together or by turns, two more un- 
likely birds to hatch a settlement could not be bit on ; the 
subject would be a fair one for the genius of Punch. And 
finally, the físhermen*s parliament of Newfoundland isappealed 
to, as what must be a component element in the interpreta- 
tion of a Treaty. Fishing has been an honourable caliing 
since the days of the Apostles; but it would be an odd 
thing if in an action on rights of íishing, the Fishmongers' 
Company made their appearance on the bench. 

Here then are the gronnds laid, so far as bad argument 
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and orooked logic could efifect it, for getting up a pretty 
quarrel w^ith Franoe. The nephevr of his uncle bas only to 
repeat the war-cry of '* Woe to th« men who observe Qot 
Treaties/' and ali the active spihts in France will be at his 
back. And of oourse ali the active spirits in England will not 
be behind. In the House there were symptoms of the same 
boiling energies, which got up the war of the hreha under the 
cry of the '' British Lion," and gloated over the massacre of a 
faithful and devoted armj in the £ast. It is the condition of 
human nature ; the madmen " have it," and it is to be feared 
always will, unless in those moraents when depletion produces 
temporary sanity. Meantime the advice to the interested in 
the pursuits of peace must be, like wise seamen to take in 
their flying kites, and calculate on what the weather looks like» 
without waiting ifor the actual squall. 

Itis plain enough how things are goiog. The fiíty-âve 
niillions were only the wetting of the whistle, and fingers are 
itching for adding a cipher to the aocount It is beyond the 
reach of Reform Bills, and there is nothing for peaceful meu 
to do, but settle how and where they prefer to receive the blow. 

Sir John Trelawny's Bill for the Abolition of Ghuroh Rates 
was brought forward for Seoond Beading; and the opponents 
insisting on moving an Adjoumment, it was carried against 
them by 173 to 108. The Bill was finally put oíf to Friday^ 
and afterwards to Tuesday. 

On Friday, on going into Gommittee of Supply, Lord 
Clarence Paget, who is the rising naval man in the House, 
asked for a statement of the proposed expenditure in the con- 
structíon and eonverdon of Her Majesty*s ships. The gist of 
bis argument was to maintain, that enormous sums bad been 
expended for alterations of existing vessels. The First Lord of 
the Adrairalty, who bas no lack of talent to enforco anj 
opinion he bas, was unusnally severe in reply. He virtuaUy 
charged the first speaker with exciting untounded disoontent 
in the oountry ; for to go oíf on maintaining that he only 
meant to support the thesis that to excite untounded disoon- 
tent is an evil, is what a logician could not permit The 
sting was in what a logician would call the enthymemê. No 
man debates truisms. 

This question of conversion, is one you migbt belp to settle 
at Bradford. What is the limit to what you will expend on 
improving a machine which does tolerably well already, and 
how rauch will you store up towards the purchase of new 
macbines? There must be a limit somewhere; and I think 
Saltaire oould 8ay sometbing aboat it. 
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• On Monday, the principal object of interest was Mr. Charles 
Gilpin*s Notice of the Massacre of Meean Meer. Foul deeds 
will rise; but somebody must bell the cat. If things go on, 
your Quaker will be your only orator. As it is, the thing is in 
the hands of '* that dangerous class the philanthropists." 

On Tuesday, the second reading of Su* John Trelawny*8 Bill 
for the Abolition of Ohurch Bates was carríed by 242 against 
168. On meeting again at 6 f.h., the House was oounted 
out 

On Wednesday, the Irish Lunatics' Bill was referred to a 
Seleet Gommittee. The Bill for altering the Affirmation of 
Quakers passed through Gommittee without a division. 

A project was yesterday communicated to me by Mr. Cox, 
the Member for Finsbury, which had my immediate assent. 
It was, that ia the event of any changes of govemment, the 
friends of the Ballot should persist in occupying their present 
Oittings, by way of demonstration that they will not march 
through Coventry with any govemment which does not show 
signs of establishing the BfJlot. Perhaps the notice of it in 
your paper may put some of the oonstituencies on inviting 
their representativos to join. 

Yours &o. 

16 March, 1869. 



Failure of Bill fok Beduotion of Dutt om Fibe 
Insubances. Debate on Befobm. 

XOIII. 

On Thursday, a Bill for reducing the duty on Fire Insur^ 
ances was rejected by the small majority of ten. There 
appeared much reason to believe that the produce of a reduced 
duty would be the greatest ; but govemments like to stick to 
the bird in hand. 

On Friday an extraordinary preliminary debate, if debate it 
may be called, on the coming question of Keform. It was like 
nothing but the parading before a battle, of the ancient lobster* 
clad knights, when one of them rode forth to provoke the Pay- 
nim opposite, and try to feel where their strength or spirits 
lay. The Paynim in general were cautious, and deferred till 
the real day the exhibition of their powers. 

On Monday came on the promised question of Reform. 
Lord John Bussell immediately rose and proposed bis Besolu- 
tion. Lord Stanley replied. After which there was a rush to 
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dinner, being a ceremony lhe House seldom neglects. Many 
speakers rose in succession, and kept up the discussion tiU the 
diners began to retum. Not much could be gathered of tbe 
tum reBUJts will take. The leaders of parties avoided tbe 
question of the Ballot, which was simply the subject every- 
body in tbelr hearts were thinking of for good or evil. Biit 
many of the other speakers alluded to it with vigour, thoiigh 
none entered into a distinct defence. A general consoiousnesa 
appeared to prevail, that this was tbe missing quantity, which, 
whenever it makes its appearance in tbe banda of a govem- 
ment, will carry ali before it. It would be well that the friends 
of the Ballot woiild take tbe bint to be alive. At balf-psist 
twelve tbe debate was adjonrned to wbat is technically called 
** this day," meaning the aftemoon of Tuesday. 

On Tuesday, tbe goyernment, throiigh one of its members, 
took the impolitic course of putting tbe whole question on the 
supposed selfíshness of the middle classes. This was cheered 
by its supporters, intrue fox-bunting style; but it was tbe 
Tery tbing we wanted, and would have asked tbe govemnient 
to do. Notbing could suit us better, than that tbe govemment 
sbould make tbe experiment on the middle class and its repre- 
sentatives, which is sure to be answered to tbe discomfíture of 
the speculators. The middle classes must take their own 
course with the imputation which bas been tbrown out against 
them, that it is tkey who oppose the admission of the work- 
ing classes to the suifrage, on the groimd that it will interfere 
with tbe monopoly of politicai power, which for tbe nonce, 
they are told tbat they enjoy. In the fírst place, the middle 
classes will deny that they enjoy anytbing ; for they are no- 
toriously harassed by an interference of their lords and 
masters, as wounding as if it were demanded to open middle- 
class letters at the post-ofBoe. There is hardly a man in the 
ranks of what may be most properly called tbe middle classes, 
who bas not at some time felt himself degraded in tbe eyes of 
bis family and equals, by the insolent demand to know how 
be votes, wbile bis betters are revelling in tbe enjoyment of 
keeping their own counsel wbere it. suits them. And next, 
the middle classes have tbe sense to know, (for wben were they 
lacking in tbe knowledge tbat putting two and two together 
will make four), that to bring in the working classes to a 
share of the representation, is the way to increase their own 
strength for what they want. Oanvass Bradford, and see bovi^ 
many of your well-to-do middle class tfaink tbe introduction 
of the working class would add to their own strength for 
áoing away With what they complain of, and how many 4he> 
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eontrary. They might just as well be aekecl to oppose the 
admission of the working class to faelp them to make wais^ 
coat pieces. MaDj thanks to the goveroment for putting the 
question on this moet nnwise issue. Tbe middle classes ha^e 
now the game in their hands, and if they like to have the 
assistance of the working class they may. 

There is some talk of a Dissolution. If it comes, there 
will everywhere be raised the cry, " The middle and working 
classes, against those who injure both." It is to be feared 
there will be more wit than to try it. It would raise a tide 
that would go a long way towaras floating the Constitution 
into a new berth. 

Debate adjoumed to Thursday. 

On Wednesday, debate on Bill for Abolition of Edinburgh 
Annuity Tax, ending in the second reading being carried by 
216 against 176. 

Yours &c. 

23 Marckj 1859. 
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CoNTtMUANCE OF DeBATE ON BeFORM. ÁROtTMBKTS AaAINSV 

THE Ballot worth treasurino for Use. Notice of 
Vote of Want of Confidencb. 

xciv, 

On Thursday 24th of March, debate on Beform resumed, 
with yarious results. Some parts of the ministerial display 
were more than ordinaril^ ineíFeotive ; while in others, they 
had the advantage of haymg the ablest men of their kind. 

It was the latter class which undertook to bring up the 
dubject of the Ballot, if haply they might deceive even the 
elect. The objections insuperable to human intellect were 
dtated to be two. 

One, *' That if votea were given secretly, there would be no 
means of detecting oorruption or personation." 

Tum this over then, to men able to take care of themselves, 
and ask them why it should not as well be stated, with ali 
the luxury of words and smoothness of practised eloquence, 
that imless men's letters are opened at the pos^office, there 
ean be no detecting the dirty work they do. To open the le^ 
ters might be one way, and in certain cases might lead to a 
certain quantity of good. But is it on the whole a right way, 
or a way which men with a moderate power of directing 
their own affairs will continue to aubmit to ? Honest me&'a 
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business must be damaged by the bushel, that a half-pint mea- 
Bure of roguery may be disco vered, which for ali that anybody 
kuows, might as well be disco vered without. If the rich rogue, 
bribes the poor rogue, is the disco very solely dependent oa 
seeing the poor rogue's vote? The error is, mfancying the 
rich rogue's interest to be the interest of the public. There is 
not identity between the public and the rogues ; it is a mis- 
taken assumption. 

The second, " That if you wish to have honesty ànd purity 
of conduct, you must bring every one to the open power of 
public opinion, and make him responsible for ali his actions." 

If you chance to know any middling tradesman who has 
been perplexed and bullied tiU he could not call his soul his 
own, — or if you are acquainted with any man of the working 
classes who says he should like to have a vote if it was free« 
but does not want to have a source of perpetuai annoyance 
and distress, — if you meet with a man in either of these dan- 
gerous frames of mind, push him a little farther, and tell him 
to inquire why the iaw when it has this question in haud in 
respect of what it writes down " gentleman," decides that if 
you wish to have honesty and purity of conduct, you must 
directly give the voter the shield of secrecy ? Print the que&< 
tion in large letters, and then the two answers, one in black 
and one in red. Bring the thing to issue, and let us know 
why the Iaw blows hot and cold, and has one breath for one 
man and another for another. Work this, for the time is 
coming when the working will take effect. 

On the same day the broth was thickened by notice giveu 
of a Vote of Want of Gonfídence in the Government. Has- 
Bomebody found the men in whom couâdence will be had? 

Oq Friday, lively debate, with great expenditure of elo- 
quence, some good and some not so very, containing much 
which the womng classes will be inclined to make merry 
withal, as specimens of the arguments of their betters. One 
orator was heard asking, what truth there could be in the as- 
sertion that every man oughtto have a vote for the Gommons, 
when Peer$ oftke Realm were by general consent to be without 
it« Men do not reason so in the Mechanics' Institutes. 

A point which proved too muoh for my weak capacity, waa 
to find out what was the importance attached to a diveraity 
between the borough and county franchise, and which politicai 
party maintained one side and which the other. There are 
great potatoes and little potatoes, penny roUs and half-pennv ; 
and if one is better than the other, we ehall be right to get the 
best if we can. But I oannot for my life see how the suety ol 
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tlie State is attached to keeping op the díflerence, nnlesB tlw 
upshot is to be, that if one man is to hare Dttle, aomebodj 
else is to have less. 

On Monday the debate took tfae line of resolnte assertkm 
that the Working Classes do not desire the SufTrage. Coo- 
cealment of course being made of the reason wby ; irhich is, 
that like the prophet whose bread was to be bated with dis- 
gusting and odious ingredients. they see snch concomitants as 
make them wish to taste as little as they can. It is notorious 
that men refuse to exercise the Snffi^e, or to ask for it, be- 
cause it is burthened with so much of mortificatiou and insul^ 
as makes it worse than worthless to the holder. 

The pbsenomenon of the night, and indeed of ali the nights, 
was the speech of Sir James Graham, in whom there is more 
of quiet statesmanship than can be matched from either side of 
the House. Histor^ can hai'dlj parallel the cool, business-like 
heroism, of declariug that thongh he preserved his old 
opinions on the subject of the Ballot, he had the evidence ba- 
fore his eyes that no question had made such rapid progress 
with the country. It is clear that this must be the finish, ot 
next door. No administration will haye popular support which 
does not entertain the popular question of the time. And the 
first administratioD which does entertain it, will walk over the 
course without let or hinderance irom its adversaries. 

The motion on want of confidence was this day wlthdrawn. 
On Tuesday, a stout defence of close boroughs, as necessary 
to return boys to parliament. Historv was ransackeij for every 
man who coming into parliament beíore his beard was grown, 
was found to be bearded afterwards. As if the same would not 
have happened, if they had passed their tender years in work« 
ing their way to the good graces of a popular oonstituency. 
Old Sarum was specially called from the deep for the occasion. 
Who would have thought of meetiug with the ghost of Old 
Sarum ? It beats spirit-rapping. 

On Wednesday, a quantity of what may be called prívato 
business, or at aU events of no absorbiug publio ioteieiit. Tho 
Amendment of the Member for Sheãeld on Lord John 
Bussells Amendment, has thrown the parliamentary quitlnuncê 
into agitation ; friendsare recommended to tmrHue tlio Turklnh 
policy, of waitiDg till the child is bom. Tho Uclorin ihilmto 
is not expected to end till Baturday morning, Hut wluimtveir 
it ends, the People's side will not have bitcri hoardi Wiiiii 
cannot be heard in one place, must be heard iti anuthor* 

Yours Ao* 
80 March, 18d9« 
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Majobitt on Lord John Russell^s Besolution. ImtendeÀ 

dlssolution of parliambnt. 

XCV. 

On Thuraday 31 st March, debate resumed on the Govem- 
inent'8 Bill for Beform, and Lord John Russell^s Resolution. 

At U p.M. carne forth the Ministerial reply. It was meant 
to be solemn, and succeeded onlyin beingdismal. An unhappy 
reference to the minor theatres, thrown out in the way of 
sarcasm from the same quarter, was continually present to the 
bearers. Gountries in this day are not govemed by Haralet's 
inky cloak, nor Cassius's inky looks. In the crush of public 
intèrests, individual feeling is of so litde weight, that a mau 
may as well look cheerful when he goes forth to politicai 
execution, as assume the tone of a dying speech, or concentrate 
in bis looks the lugubríous e&pression of a score of under- 
takers. 

At 1 A.M. on Friday, the .House went to a division, when 
there appeared for Lord Jobn RusselFs Resolution 330 votes, 
and against it 291. The Ghancellor of the Exchequer rose and 
moved the adjournment of the House till Monday; a sort of 
intimation always that a government is employing the time in 
feeling its pulse to know how long it will last. What is to com^ 
next, is known to the powers that know. What is clear is, 
that the present government might have stood its ground, if 
it had known how to ease on the rope handsomely, — to do what 
must be done by anybody that holds his ground hereafter. So 
long as the grand want of the actual publio, the removal of the 
insulting declaration that the secrecy of voting is to be enforced 
by law upon the gentle and the oontrary on the simple, is 
ignored, governments will only exhibit tne spectacle of one 
cock-sparrow after another settling on the galvanic wire, and 
being glad to evacuate their holding in ludicrous dismay. 

On Monday, at twenty minutes before fíve, the Ghancellor of 
the Exchequer rose, and with more grace than on a former 
occasion, and after a great deal of circuitous language, which 
had the effect of playing with the feelings of the unhappy men 
interested on one side or the other as a cat does with a mouse, 
announced that the ministers would not resign, but would 
recommend a speedy dissolution of parliament 

Here, then, the question rests with the oonstituencies, mean- 
ing those who have some share in the Gonstitution in oonti>- 
distinction to those who have none; and it is for them to 
decide how far they will join in keeping their fellow-creatuxes 
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in a kind of comparative davery, and how far thej will resist. 
There is an opportunity to repel the libei thrown out by some 
of tbe miuisteríal supporters, wben tbe middle classes were 
blundy appealed to K)r the preservation of a middle class 
mouopoly. 

Everybody knows the history of the procession in ancient 
Bome, where the effigy of a celebrated Iloman was called to 
every man'8 mind, heeause it was not there. So in this Reform 
debate, everybody knows the thing which was not to be talked 
of, and which ali the rest was a cover to bidé. Parade was 
made of the working classes not wanting the suârage ; ali men 
knowing in their hearts that it was for the same reason that 
slaves might not desire the liberty of leaping overboard, or 
because their last estate would be worse than their first. The 
Dissolution is, in fact, a Dissolution on the Ballot. A sham is 
interposed to direct attention to something else; the sham 
beiug the representation that the struggle is for anythíng any- 
body cares tbr without the other. The middle and working 
classes are brought to a providential test, to see whether they 
are fít for politicai inâuence or not; the middle classes to show 
whether they have the sense to know how much the emancfpa- 
tion of the working classes would aid them, and the working 
classes to prove themselves fít for the fellowship. 

Another secret to which nobody might refer, was the reason 
why the considerate Liberais voted for the Resoludon rather 
tbau the Bill. It was because to carry the Bill would be to 
shut the question up for the next twenty years, and they see 
better prospects. It is clear that if any man wants the cessa- 
tion of the present eating of dirt attached to the Suffrage, he 
must bestir himself now the pool is stirred, or not complain 
afterwards. 

On Tuesday, tbe Superannuation Bill went into Committee. 
The govemment had it ali their own way ; and govemhients 
are naturally anxious to superannuate, that they may have the 
appointment of new men. 

On Wednesday, Lord Palmerston made what military men 
oall " a demonstration," against the holders of office. The 
purport of it appeared to be, to deny that he had questioned 
the right of the ministers to advise the Crown to dissolve ; he 
had only questioned the propriety of doing it when there was 
80 much business before parliament. 

There was something much more important than this, if it 
had been a place to talK about it ; and that was, the responsi- 
hility of annoimcing at a moment like the present, when 
Europe is hanging on the tenter-hooks of a general war, that 
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England is in a state which foreigners believe to be aptly 
described bj the words non compôs mentis. For, however 
exaggerated it may be, foreign nations bave been diligently 
trained by Englisb classics to tbe belíef, that Englishmen are 
subject to a periodical madness, at tbe arrival of a general 
election. England tberefore may be considered as " oti' the 
rails," at tbe time wben it was of most importance that she 
shoijjd bave couuted for sometbing. This bas been done with 
no reason but the imbecile hope of keeping certain men on 
certain beucbes, where they bad not the wit to do what was 
needful to maintain themselves. 

This evil, which Englishmen could not protect themselves 
from, ought to be balanced by something they can do. A 
House of Gommons is a very imperfect instrument, though tbe 
best that can be bad. It is at a Dissolution that Englishmen 
practically talk about their own aÔairs, and the coming Honse 
wiil register their edicts. If they do not now take the oppor- 
tunity to get rid of tbe indignity of a state of law which directs 
one rnle for the gentleman and another for tbe serf, they will be 
coudemned with the world's full approbation to serfdom for the 
neKt twenty years, if not, percbance, to the end of time. 

On Thursday, the Superannuation Bill was read a third 
time, and passed. 

Tbe Address of the ex-ministerial member for the City of 
London to his constituents, exbibits symptoms of that softeuing 
of beart which precedes amendment of ways. The question of 
public and secret voting is one " which must be decided by the 
growth and maturity of public opinion ;" and be " bonours the 
aim and object of those who support tbe Ballot." Take cara 
that nothing be done to retard tbe growth, or dim the honour. 

Yours &c. 

7 Ajtrih 1869. 

The Object of present Eeform Biils, to postpone thb 

Ballot for Twenty Yearb. 

xcvi. 

On Friday 8 Ápril, tbe question was asked of the govera- 
ment, from their own side of the House, whether it was their 
intention to bring in another Eeform Bill; and this was 
accompanied by indications of a belief that the goyemment 
had declared they would not. 

The Cbancellor of the Exchequer in reply denied that any 
such declaration bad been made ; adding the vehement asser- 
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tion of the right of tbe goveminent to bring in such a Bill if 
they chose ; by way of impressing which upon the House, he 
reiterated it foor times, which, like an oath, must be supposed 
to be the end of ali strife. Finally, he appended tbe expres- 
sion of the great satisfaction it would give him, to bring ín a 
Bill tbat should be condusive of tlie question, and satisfactory 
to tbe pablio. The efiect of which on the untutored mind, was 
to suggest the idea that the object of parties in this present 
move, was to compass a Eeform Bill of some kind, which 
should postpone for twenty years the discussion of the grand 
popular want which is the Ballot. 

It might be gathered from the ^speeches of contending 
leaders, that the government is suspected of a desire to inter- 
pose an intervsd between the prorogation and dissolution. 
What may be the bearing of this, time will possibly show ; 
meanwhile it may be useful to have noticed the facts. 

On Monday questions were asked of the government as to 
the time of their Dissolution ; being evidently with an expecta- 
tion of bringing out something favourable to the notion that 
the govemment were warering in their resolution. The ten- 
dency of their answer, however, was in an opposite direction. 
The* question may be considered as hanging on the other 
weighty question, of Peace or War in Europe. For it can 
hardly be supposed that any govemment would venture on 
giving so âagrant an e:cample of the little wisdom with which 
the world is govemed, as would be done by declaring the 
govemment ot* England in abeyance and resolved into its 
scattered particles, at a moment so strongly calling for the 
action of government, if govemment is to be of use at 
ali. 

On Tuesday came on a motion for a Bill to establish the 
Ballot. The debate proceeded languidly, till the late Attorney- 
General (Bethell), acKnowledged as one of the ablest lawyersin 
England, rose and made a glorious speech in favour of the 
Ballot. There is not a finer existence, than an able lawyer 
when he takes the right side. He went back to the statutes of 
the first Edward, where it is written that ali men should give 
their votes freely and indifFerently ; and argued, that though 
the Ballot had not suggested itself to our ancestors as the 
means of enabling them to do this, it was what the improved 
experience of modem days bound the law to supply. Lord 
Palmerston afterwards attempted to ridicule this, by affirming 
tbat our fathers desired to preventmen from being operated on 
by violenccj and the Ballot was to prevent them from being 
operated on by motives. As if the íear of being knocked on 
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the head was not a motive. Lay lords had better keep cleaa* 
of law lords in embryo. On another point our legal defender 
gave a new version of what has never been so well handled 
before. The argument, he said, is, that roting must be open 
because tbe eleotors are trustees for the non-electors. If so, 
then the power of law-making is to be in the non-electors. 
But if 80, why not give them the vote ? It is pleasant to see 
an able man sweepicg away the cobwebs of opponents. Tbe 
late Attomey-General must be bestridden in the battle. He 
sball be the People'8 Lord Chancellor. 

The two leaders of what were called Liberal miuistries, dis- 
tinguished themselves vçry muoh in a contrary way. But on 
ali sides, with the exception of the member for Tiverton, there 
were mauifest symptoms of gimng in. They ali dealt with 
'*i/"' the peace-maker. They see their house will fali over 
their heads, and they want to seouie some chance of a city of 
refuge. 

The first reading was refused by 102 against 99. 

On Wednesday there was with some difficulty assembled a 
House ; and after a little routine business the House was 
adjourued. 

Yours &c. 

13 Apra, 1859. 
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Thanks to the Indtan Army. State of Foreion Affairs. 

Prorogatton of Parliamekt. 

XCVII. 

On Thursday 14 April the House ofCommonsvoted thanks 
to the Indian army. An army is a machine, and must be 
thanked when it fulâls the purposes for which it was raised. 
But the responsibility before God and man is not the less, on 
those who produced the occasion for its employment, by breach 
of civil and militarv faíth with the natives of índia. 

The announcement of the government on the state of Europe 
was put oif till Monday. 

A curious and somewhat complicated question was brought 
before the House, on the mauner of admission of Jews in a 
parliament just assembled. By a compi'omise in what in par- 
liaraentary language is called " another place," the admission 
of Jews to the House of Commons was clogged with the neces- 
sity for a Resolution of the House on each recurring occasion. 
This was in the debate called bigotry ; but at ali events it i» 
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Bot the bigotxy of tbe House of Commons. The law is as it is ; 
and so long as it is not altered, must be foUowed. How theií 
is a Jewish member to be admitted by Besolution of the 
House, when in point of fact there is no House ? In this 
dilemma, the late Secretary of the existing goTemment for the 
Home department, — always reasonable aud deserying of confí- 
dence, — proposed that on the assembling of a new parliament 
the Jewish members should not come to tbe table till tbe 
fourtb day, such being the interval habitually absorbed in 
swearingin themembera, aud before any other business can be 
proceeded with. And this reasonable proposal was without 
opposition made a Standing Order of the House. 

On Friday the House was counted out at an early hour. Re- 
ports of ali kinds abound, as to what is to be done, and not done, 
on Monday ; and there is scarcely an event within the limits 
of possibility, which is not talked of as being on the cards. 

On Monday was the promised declaration on the state of 
foreign affairs. The ministeriíd explanation was given in 
various places in so low a tone of voice, as greatly to inteifere 
with the profít of the audience. It is difficult to form a judg- 
ment of the state of Eorope, when the nominative case and the 
verb are altemately sunk into obscurity. The French 
Charivari once asked a musical performer, who filled his 
composition with pianos^ " What were your reasons for not 
wishing your music to be heard ?" 

The main question at issue appears to be, whether Sardinia 
is to be called on to disarm, without being admitted to the 
intended Congress. On which the observations that will 
occur are, that nobody believes that Sardinia wants to attack 
anybody, whUe there are undoubtedly many who would like to 
attack Sardinia. And in the next place, there is something 
opposed to natural justice, in conducting deliberations where a 
given power is the hinge on which the whole question tums, 
aud excluding that particular power from appearing in the 
del^ate. It does not accord with what the conscience of man- 
kind acknowledges in individual cases ; and the rule of right 
in public questions is borrowed irom individual. If indeed it 
is intended to set up the ground, that the great powers have 
the right to dispose of the little ones, let this be avowed, and 
the ârst losing party among the great powers will ônd an 
interest in settmg up the standard of equal rights to small and 
great. 

At a quarter past seven the House was counted out, and an- 
nouncement afterwards made at the door that it was to meet 
at half-past one on Tuesdaj, which indicates Frorogation. 

o 3 
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On Tuesday, in auswer to a question from Mr. T. Duncombe; 
tbe minister stated that the council for deciding ou tbe Disso- 
lutLon would be beld on Saturday at noon, and tbe decisioii be 
in tbe Oazette tbat nigbt. At two p.m. " Black Rod " made 
bis appearance, and tbe House was in due form prorogued. 

Tbe Queen'8 Speech as delivered by ber representatives was 
brief, and did little but dwell on tbe doubtful aspect of tbe 
times. Wbicb directs tbe current of public attention, to tbe 
extreme unwisdom of a miuistry wbicb pounces on sacb a 
moment to recommend tbe Dissolution of Parliament 

Yours &c. 

19 April, 1859. 



jJ^OC 
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Dissolution afteb all. Miserable Impolicy of 
BRiNOiNa Thinos to such a Pass. 

XCVIII. 

The most useful tbing perbaps tbat can be attempted ai 
tbe present moment, tbougb at tbe risk of some repetition, is to 
call tbe attention of tbe working classes and tbeir friends, to 
tbe importance of tbe crisis wbicb is passing over tbem, and 
tbe ways in wbicb tbey may act for good. 

Tbere is scarcely any man wbo bas not wisbed tbat be bad 
been present at some great battle, or otber corresponding 
struggle for buman rigbts and bappiness; wbo bas not 
tbougbt of wbat be could bave contributed eitber by action or 
suggestion, and fancied, by a sort of converse to tbe reasonings 
of the Pbarisees, tbat if he bad been in tbe days of bis fatbers, 
tbere is sometbiug be would bave done, ás well as sometbing 
be would bave let alone. 

One of tbose criticai periods is going over men*s heads now. 
If tbey determine to stir and be doing, next week and aD 
weeks may feel tbe eifects. If one man leaves tbings to be 
done by anotber, next week tbere will be nothing for it but 
resignation. 

Tbe question at issue, is wbetber tbe serfs of England sball 
be emancipated. Tbey cannot do it by tbemselves, for tbe 
simple reason tbat tbey are serfs. But tbey bave many friends 
wbo are not so, and wbo tberefore bave tbe power to help. 
And tbe point of bope is, tbat tbe two sets together may effect 
tbeir end. 

It is to tbiB elass of " Unemancipated's Friends *' tbat it i« 
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•specially useful to address remark. Tbe hope of the adver- 
sar/ bas been avowed in parliament to rest, oa the desire of 
those who " have got," to malntain their monopoly ; — mono- 
polv was the word. It is therefore now to show, the various 
ways in which men having power, are inteiested in extending 
It ; cr more strictly perhaps, how some men, and it may be a 
great many men, have an interest of this kind, to a greater 
extent than they knew of. 

Nothing is clearer tban that no man can act by himself. Tf 
he is to do anything, it must be by getting other men to do it 
for him, or at ali events be the agents in his doing. There 
may be two ways of doing this ; one by brute force or what is 
analogous, the other by putting the force upon men's incli- 
nations and free judgment. 

Take now the case of a great employer of labour, on what is 
called the Liberal side. Does he veritably believe, — \s there 
any such man foimd who believes, — that by giving his support 
to "the eKtension of the Suffrage and the liberty of voting as 
the ** gentlemeu " do, he would make his politicai inâuence lesa 
than if he could make ali his workmen and subordinates file off 
before him, and each take a card out of the employer's own box 
and put it into the hands of the retuming officer? There is no 
such man by land, and there is no such man by sea. There is no 
such man at the top of acres, and there is no such man at the 
head of steam-power and machinery. Everybody knows, when 
he takes time to think, that the only people who could lose, 
are those who know themselves on the losing side ; — who have 
had a visiou of the politicai balance, and know which scale 
^* kick'd the beam." But sometimes men do not take time to 
think ; and it is to such that may be usefully addressed the 
caution, to look into their aífairs at the moment when things 
are to be setUed for good or evil, for at least the extent of an 
average life-time. 

Ali this is written (Saturday)in the face of an announcement 
in the public papers that war on the Continent is within three 
days, and that after ali it is possible that parliament will not 
be dissolved. In this case, what has been written may go for 
another time ; but there will be a fearful impression left, of the 
misconduct of a govemment, which purely for a squabble as to 
who should be minister, threw up the common rules of pru- 
dence, and ran the country into this kind of dilemma, out of 
which, neither in one way nor another, can there be a creditable 
exit. While growling at them, it is impossible to help noting, 
that the version of their telegraphio message to Áustria, as 
given by the Timtfv, of *' hasty and haughty menace," is just such 
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as a man wonld use wbo wanted to nune a dael. Â party 
maj retire from a quarrel because he is told his menace ta 
another was " hasty," but he neyer will because he is told it 
was " baughty." Ali the sinfnl elements in his natura wOl feel 
summoned to support. To withdraw a meDace because it was 
" haughty," is to withdraw it under bodily fear of those who 
thought so. That one word, is enough to make the fortune of 
the bulis or the bears, whichever the name may be, who haye 
been speculating on selling out, to buy in again upon a fali. 

Monday. It issettled that Parliamentis to be dissolved. Was 
there ever a world like this ; which keeps itself in motion in 
apite of ali that man can do to hinder ? And not much lesB 
wonderful is the thing called the British Constitution, which, 
though avowedly a human work, stands in spite of ali the 
trials to which human skill can put it. Here is a ministnr, 
which literally on the eve of a battle, the conseqnences of which, 
if counsel is ever of use at ali, must demand ali the counsel 
the Crown could scrape together for such an emergency, — 
scatters the boasted counsellors, like a battalion on the word 
" Dis — mi»»" when every man runs to cook his own rasher if 
he has one, or apply himself to any other process which may 
promise him advantage or amusement. A commander who 
should giye this word, at the moment a force in his front was 
seen "making a strategical demonstration,"* — or a 8hip'8 
captain who should giye his men six weeks' leaye, the night 
the ship was on a lee shore, — would only be a type of this 
ingenious performance, nnless there were other reasons which 
it may be next conyenient to discuss. 

What is, then, this constítutional power of ministers, which 
after years' palayering on the benefits of parliamentaiy 
goyemment, enables them to choose the precise moment 
when, if eyer, the Crown ought to feel itself supported by the 
knowledge of the public sentiment ? Is it any thing but giying 
a minister the power of decreeing, that 

Whenever the nose puis its spectacles on, 
By daylight or candlelight, eyet shall be shvt. 

Or in other words, that wheneyer a minister feels most dislike 
to popular control, and whenever he most desires to be able to 
play some tricks of his own without the chance of the com- 
munity's opinion being heard till ali is over, he has only to 
copy what will go down to posterity as the ooup détat of 1859 
— as neat a thing in its way as anythingthat was ever done in 
France by the interyéntion of a company of light infantry. A 
Qompany of light infantry is a compendious instrumenta but a 
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feW' Unes in a Gazette are as mnch so. But, it will be said, it - 
is a constitutional right. So is the right of advising the Crown 
to commit Afeio de se; but the minister is not tbe less respon- 
sible who determines on such advice. The responsibility is 
not on the right* but on the manner of using the right. 

And how stands the oase when looked st in the practical 
▼iew? War is breaking out in Europe, unless stopped by a 
miracle. It would be rery nice, says the ministry, to have our 
own way in this matter. We want no impertinent interference 
of popnlar representatires ; it is ali very well to talk about it 
when notbing is to come of it, but when we have business of 
our own to settle, what we want is to have it out of the way. 
The chatter boxes ! they may thank their stars we do not send 
them in police vans to Dartmoor ! 

Here then is the country talking politics to its heart's con- 
tent, and meanwhile the ministry doing politics for the country 
to mend when the time comes. What a glorious day for 
everybody that hates parliamentary govemment upon the 
Continent I What a triumph to contributo, to the battle be- 
tween constitutional govemment and ábsolutism, of which the 
fírst shots are supposed to have been fired last night 

The mischief being done without our being able to help it, 
it only remains to see what we can do towards making the best 
of it. And here the thoughts are carried back to what was 
once before intimated to you, the question of the continuity 
of parliaments. If every man held bis seat for, say three years, 
and men carne into parliament and went out of it as they do 
into the world, which is one after another, — ^would not this, 
after the fírst difficulties of division had been got over, make a 
better provision for hringing the sense of the community in aid 
of the sovereign, than the plan which admits of a minister 
making a coup éPétat as effectual for the time as that of Louis 
Napoleon, whenever he may have a point he wants to carry 
without being troubled for a few weeks with the people's voice? 
I believe it was intimated to you that this was borrowed from 
a friend ; but on reférence to nim, it appeared it was a mistake, 
80 I suppose I must take the risk of authorship myself. It is 
worth thinking of ; and the coup cPétat of 1859 will live in 
history, to tum men's minds towards some such speculation. 

But, waiving this for the present, the next thing clear is that 
now is the time for the Emancipationists, the Unemancipated 
and their friends, to be up and doing if they mean to do. Now 
is the seed-time, though the seed cannot appear above ground 
before the 81st of May, or as much later as the minister may 
choose. But there is no fear but it must appear some time. 
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Try therefore, fírst, to know what you want done ; and seoondly^ 
tQ send men to porliament who will trj to do it. 
27 Ajml, 1859. Yours àc. 

— — <k4*;<x» 

EiTBEB FeACE, OB WaR ON THE BlGHT SiDE. ThE FbO- 

BABILITT OF HAYINO NEITHEB. 

XCIX. 

The important subject at the present moment, so far as 
anything connected with human action cán be said to be of 
importance» is the state of things upon the Continent, and the 
consequences which maj grow out of it. And here, by the 
cunning or foUy of " what seems" a govemment, if that name 
can be applied to an organization whose only office is to throw 
the machine out of gear at the time it is most wanted, we are 
cut off from ali that might arise from asking a question, inter- 
posing a counsel, or speakiug a useful word to friend or foe. 
It is well known that in many parts of the Gontinent great 
attention was paid to utterances in the British parliament. 
Men with a gag on their own tongues, like to hear the sound 
of the human voice elsewhere. They gather from it what 
they may not speak themselves, and nod their dumb heads in 
sympathetic union. 

From this, among the rest, we have been ingeniously cut - 
off. If they are dumb, so are we. The stopper has been put 
upon the utterance of ideas on both sides the Ghaniiel, and a 
coup d'état alike rides triumphant in each. 

What wise men in England would desire, would be to have 
either peace, or if not that, war on the right side. The odds 
are, you will have neither. The same malignant spirit which 
has cost you iifty-âve miUions to buy dishonour in the far 
East, will cost you ten times that nearer home, and lucky if 
you come off with it. And worse things there are than the 
loss of millions ; which will be, if these men run their course 
till God and man are tired of them, and vengeance comea 
rattling down, as it has done before on empires which had run 
the length that heaven and earth could bear with. Going to 
their churches will not hinder it. Blasphemous thanksgivinga 
for the success of treachery and cruelty throwing ali pagan or 
medisBval wickedness into the shade, will not keep it off a 
fortnight. The proverb is too old to quote, which says that 
the doomed are their own e&ecutioners. The madness is in ali 
hearts, and nothing but downright depletion will ever take it 
down. 
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See how the salt of the earth are poing about things. What 
says the provincial organ of the Peace Society ? " The Anglo- 
FrsDch alliance is virtually at an end." What is the use of 
parading this ill-humouredly, unless it be to say, that quar- 
relling is to follow ? Assuredly it is no breach of friendship to 
intimate, thal this is not the way to eorapass peace. And what 
has been done, that is to lead to a dissolution of amity for ali 

Çreviously existing purposes, between England and France ? 
'he desire of the lioeral and thoughtful throughout Europe, 
was to see Italy established in something like national inde- 
pendence, and the abrogation, if it could be done without 
blarae to the liberal party, of the hatefui treaties of 1815. 
One great danger in any such prospect, was that Rússia should 
step in with two or three hundred thousand men, and forbid 
tbe banns. This, in some way not known to the boys in the 
streets, France has had the genius to forestall, by engaging 
Rússia to join in preventing the aggression out of which war 
is threatened. But can anything be done by indepeudent con- 
tinental powers, that is not threatening to Rngland? " Fear 
ye the constable ?" is the comment that will be made. What 
nas put England into the position, where neighbours cannot 
unite for a good purpose, without the inference being that it 
means hostiíity to her í How carne England to be of necessity 
everybody's enemy ? 

It is plain what is likely to come out of this. Suspicion 
and fear will do their work. Armaments and letters from 
Britanriicus in the newspapers, will get up the " British lion " 
spirit, which longs for nothing so much as a bloody gazette 
upon the breakfast table. On the other side the water, similar 
feelings will easily be set in motion. Then a cônsul will be 
sent, with instructions to quarrel and say he has been insulted. 
No matter if, as in the Chinese afíair, he says in the same 
breath that the cause of quarrel was non-existent. One is as 
good as the other. And then come the. swagger of the valiant, 
and the appeal to heaven of the Pharisee, folio wed by what 
may follow, and ali the chances of what may come. Of course 
if a European combination is quarrelled with, it may tum 
into a combination for what Englishmen will not like. And 
then there will want but one thing, which is that a cônsul 
should be sent to quarrel with America, to get up as pretty a 
combination of public dangers, as insanity and malevolence 
united can bring upon a nation. 

Suppose then that the Emperor of France, after wisely en- 

faging the non-opposition of Rússia, should succeed in unitlng 
tdy into an independent power ; — what man with more than a 
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quadruped'8 head iipon his sboulders, bas anjthing to say 
against it? — ^Aye, but it will never be done! — How do you 
Vnow that, wiseacre 7 Bo men nerer leam by their iincles^ 
misfortunes ? Is it utterly impossible that a man may take a 
sane TÍew of what he could accomplisb with glory and safetj 
to himaelf, and prefer it to what he bas tbe example before 
bim, will only tumble in ruins about bis head? 

But bow is tbis oonsistent with tbe mode of govemment 
exlsting in France ? Tbere may be difiBcuIties ; for everytbing 
is not as easy as murdering a Frince of Delhi. But is it more 
improbable, that a country where from deep-rooted causes tbe 
powers of govemment bave been committed to a single band, 
sbould strengthen that band to tbe establishment of an inde- 
pendent State under another of tbe various forms under wbicb 
manldnd are fonnd existing, — tban that a country where boart 
bas been made of civil and religious liberty, sbould be found 
in a distant dependency exercising tbe most coarse and brutal 
tyranny tbe rest of mankind bas ever tolerated, and higb and 
low, priest and people, yelling madly in its train ? Tbere are 
more things in beaven and earth^tban can be settled by insult- 
ing God or buUying man. 

Here tben you are, and time and patience will show where 
you will be. If anybody is aware of preparations be can 
make against possible evils, let bim make them, like tbe man 
wbo keeps a fire-escape in bis bouse, tbougb with the least 
imaginable desire of ever testing its strength. One tbing be 
can certainly do. He can abstain irom purposely aiding in 
silly displays of fíreworks, wbicb, worse than perisbing in tbe 
using, lay up store of miscbances against tbe day wben fortune 
sball turn. 

If a man could bave bis own way, instead of ill-bumoured 
declarations that tbe Anglo-Frencb aJliance is at an end, be 
would ask to bave tbe good understanding with France main- 
tained to the last stretch of possibility, for tbe sake of tbe 
useful influence one friend may always bave upon another, in 
tbe way of praying that bis conduct may be sucb as to make 
practicable the continuance of a friendly understanding. 
What necessity is tbere for assuming, that the Frencb Empe- 
ror cannot by possibility tbink of acting in sucb a way as 
Englisbmen could not but approve ? It is a. great tbing some- 
times to keep a man in good company ; and rashly to tbrow 
bim out of it, may be pleasant to the present ill-feeling, but 
will not stand tbe test of future reâection. 

Yours &c. 

5 May, 18õ9. 
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BULL BLED BT ANTIOIPATION. M1NI8TBBIAL GaLCULATION OV 
HOW MUCH MIOHT BE IN HTM. AUSTBIAN PrOCLAMATION 
AT PlACENZA. EnOLISH ElBCTIONS CARRTED BT THE 
HELP OF BiLL TO LEGALIZE BrIBERT. FaREWELL. 

C. 

It is plain that everything liberal on the Gontinent of 
Europe, and a good deal that is not, is in fiill march for the 
establishment of Italian independence in some form or otber. 
England may play Mrs. Fartington if she pleases, but it is ali 
she can do in that direction. She might baye done a good 
deal in the otber, and preserved an influence which would 
bave been greatly in the way of any íraud by otber powers. 
But if she pref(»« lying by sulkily, for the chance of saying 
" I always told you so,*"— like otber things that could be men* 
tioned, there is no help for it, and you must bidé the con- 
sequences. 

What a thing it would be, for everybody that lives by loans 
and contracts, if England could once be fairly embarked in the 
old plan of defending rotten goyemments! If I do not 
mistake, a minister of the Grown in one of those assemblies 
which serve for him the office of a parliament, has been 
making parade of bow many buckets-full of blood might by 
possibUity be drawn from the unhappy bullock or buli, and to 
what extent the bleeding might be spun out, by the art of the 
statesman-slaughterman judiciously applied with due intervals 
for the patient to reco ver strength. You cannot wonder if it 
eomes, when you see it told off at so much per annum, for so 
many years and as much longer as need be. 

If this system takes root, as to ali appearance it may be 
doing, bow long will it be before ali domestic reform is bit by 
bit put under the ban, and a orusade set on foot against its 
Bupporters, on the ground that ali agreements to the contrary 
were known to be only till there should be power to break 
them? Would not the Ghurch, at a proper season, break out 
as unanimously in support of another Manchester charge upon 
reformers, as everit thundered out Ood's judgments on us for 
not sooner breaking faith with infidels ? It would only require 
a little time and training, for the British lion to hunt a Ghartist 
or a Ballot-man, with as keen relish as ever it snuífed a 
Ohinaman or a Hindoo. The appetite is there, and would 
want little nursing to set it in full activity. 

But what a glorious evidence of the convenience of doing 
without parliaments, that ali this can be settled without the 
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chance of an impertinent questíon in the rejoinder. How* 
easily might a rash member for Finsbury or Lambeth, have 
marred the minÍ8ter*8 blood-letting calculation, by asking why 
the beast should submit to it. What a god-send to those who 
like it, to be able to say that after ali, this palavering England 
¥rith its parliaments aud its popular govemment, has come 
o ver to the continental necessity, and shuts up its nonsense 
the day a battle is expected, as the means of giving the 
executiva free scope for working its good pleasure. 

The Austrians appear to be giving a taste of their quality, 
in the shape of proclamations. The effect will be like that of 
the celebrated one of the Duke of Brunswick. A time must 
come when a stand must be made against executioners with 
epaulettes. The cure will be to hand them over to the exe- 
cutioner without. Meanwhile strenuous efibrts will be made 
to engage England on the side of the assassins. Civilians in 
general like it. 

The elections do not appear to have been numerically 
favourable to the liberal side; though there still remains that 
tough maiority which will puzzle an anti-popular govemment. 
They took place under the operation of the Bill for legitimizing 
bribery in a particular form, the effect of which was that at any 
closely contested election success must be given to the longest 
purse, and amounting to a legal announcement that no mau 
of limited means need aspire to be a representative. The 
grandest move, in short, ever made towards eternalizing the 
Bupremacy of money at elections, and what fell upon the Oon- 
servatives like manna from heaven, when they were smarting 
under the abolition of the Property Qualification ; with the 
unexpected felicity too of being forced on them from what is 
considered the liberal side, and subsequently adopted with the 
marked approbation of what is reckoned a liberal constituency. 
If the Austrians should be driven from a post in Piedmont, 
and the next day be met by a i^quest from part of the Pied^ 
montese army that they would occupy another strong place 
by way of setting ali square, it would only be a copy of the 
ludiorous specimen of liberalism here given. It may be com- 
forting to add, that there is a general persuasion the post 
is to be re-occupied; but this is not an excuse for such 
" monkey-business," — as is the native Indian term for tran- 
sactions of the kiud. 

It would be a miracle if the Oonservatives were not enoou* 
raged by this and other circumstances, tô try to wheel back-* 
wards the popular cause on various points. Where they are 
begged to take one thing by what is called the liberal side, 
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they may be begged to take another. We shall next haye 
some " tborough Reformer" asking tbem to take back the 
Com Laws, or something tbereanent. Tbe thing is uot eo far 
off as might be tbought ; I see a disputant at Leeds resusci- 
tating in a pampblet tbe doctrine tbat everybody ought to rob 
everybody, and so would be tbe way to create national wealth. 
A step towards tbis, was visible in some of the last proceedings 
of tbe defunct House, wbere it was passed almost witbout 
remark, tbat tbe elections were to represent " interests." Do 
our friends know wbat " interests" mean? They mean wbat 
Adam Smith said eighty years ago, could " seldom meet together, 
even for merriment or diversion, witbout tbe conversation 
ending in a conspiracy against tbe public." They mean the 
plan started at Leeds, for enabling everybody to have bis 
chance to rob everybody, and nobody look out for the bonest 
interest of ali. And worse tban tbis, they mean the interests 
of everybody except the class which is to have no interest, the 
negrões of tbe constitution, wbo are not to be beard nor tbeir 
íriends, or only througb sucb process of kicking and degra- 
dation as may please their enemies. Aã ogni uomo pizzica 
questo bárbaro dominio (" eveiybody is stung by tbis barbarian 
rule") is the cry raised against tbe Austrians in Italy, and will 
be cborused by tbe trampled commons of England till they 
get redress. We want representation, not for " interests," bnt 
for flesh and blood ; and representation too, which shall not 
be accompanied by dragging tbrough the dirt sucb tbat flesh 
and blood can't bear it. 

And now comes the most painful thing of ali, which is the 
taking leave of you, after our long and sustained corres* 
pondence. Ali may not agree with us, but I feel a hope tbat 
when the mists of present passions shall be cleared away, tbere 
will be left some results by which the lot of tbe ill-used may 
be improved, and to which an bonest member of the human 
family may look with approbation. 

Yours sincerely, 

T. Perronet Thompson. 

EUot Vale, Blaokheath, 11 3fay, 1859. 
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The foUowing Letten to another friendly Journal 
are inserted as he<mng on Jcmdred 9itbjeet8, 

Thb WoBsnra Classxs ãsh Fobbigf Abfaibs. 
To the Editor ofthe Manchester Examiner and THmes, 

SiB, — I anderstand the fiUbuster intereflt is in the most extraor- 
dinary state of exasperation, in conseqnence of the hlow which has 
been struck at it by the Chinese vote in the House of Commons. Men 
are described as running about as if insane, exclaiming that there is 
no longer any proteciion for their trade, nor secority for theii^ 
transactions. 

There will be a reaction, at leart to some extent. In a case of 
this kind, feeblemen, who perhaps talked one way while the qnestion 
was in doubt, think they look wise by talking the other when it 
is settled. 

This position of things calls for foresight. It was gained by tha 
nnion of men of very different parties and general opinions, acting on 
the principie which indaces the troops of hostile armies to co-operate 
in removing a source of pestilence to ali. Such troops shonld behavo 
civilly to one another while they are together, and part good- 
humonredly afberwards, each carrying away bis share of the common 
good. Bnt they wUl part ; and each division has a right to make the 
most of its sitoation. 

It is dear the liberais whomyon represent, must go forward if they 
do not mean to go backward. There is no keeping a needle standiug 
on its point. The opportnnity is íavoarable. Nobody can blame ns, 
and we will blame nobody for doing the like. 

There are large masses, of different degrees of effective and namerical 
strength, waiting to be shown a rallying-point. One, is a rather 
remarkable one. One that perhaps we shonld not have made our- 
selves, bnt it has been made for ns; and it happens to be germano to 
the occasion. 

The Working Classes, orsome of them, have shown an nnexpected 
desire for information on the conduct of foreign affairs. Some people 
have laughed, and some will cry before it is done with. The appli- 
cants for knowledge do not always spell in the most approved style. 
Bnt they express the intention to know somethmg about the things 
they pay for, in characters there is no mistaking. Whether their 
advisers hitherto have been of the best, may be an open qnestion ; but 
^ood ones onght to be found them somewhere. They stretch put 
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theíf faandfl to thom they think they can trnst ; and, as yon know by 
tfae great example of Free Trade, the multítude are always aooes- 
âble to reaaon in the end. 

I venture on the responsibility of snggesting that it shonld at least 
be matter of oonrideration, whether advantage ought not to be 
taken of the spirit existing, and a friendly hand be held out to these 
men, and to their leaders too, if it can be made consisteiit with reason- 
able probabilities. 

It is scaroely neoesBary to dwdl on the oonnectíon with the present 
oonjnncture. There is a long standing oonspiracy on foofc, for oarry- 
ing on wars for the profit of thoee who are to profit by them, and for 
the translation of a certain nnmber of lientenants to be captains, with 
higher prizes for those of higher standing. Erery GKivemor-general 
who goes to índia, knows that a peerage with appnrtenanoes to match, 
is set before him as the reward for getting np a good sweeping war in 
the ESast. Even the petty hnekster at the Cape counts the gains he 
is to make out of a joUy qnarrel with the Caffires. Bnt who is to pay ? 
Some abroad, and some at home ; of which last are wê, 

I omit the more obvions direotions in which a power like that of 
which yon are an organ, has the opportnnity of acting. Afber satis- 
fying tõl the daims of local merit, there onght to be a ftind of parlia-^ 
mentary inflnence applicable to the genial canse. Advise yonr 
leaders to nse it ; they have known how to use it before. Set about 
bringing the Working Classes ínto Une. The inquisitive students 
pointed to, have one leader, notperhaps exactly whatyou wouldhave 
made younelves, any more than Napoleon would make two Yandammes. 
Bnt he is there, and your opponents fear him. He is only half 
wrong; and to take him bythe hand would quiet a multitude of 
hates. Expend a portion of the fund I mentioned, in bringing into 
play the haif of him that is right. 

Toors mnoerely, T. 

ZéOndon, 6 March, 1857. 

(Manchester Examiner and Times qf9March, 1B67,) 

»oí»io<> 



China. 

To the Editor ofthe Manchester Examiner and Times, 

As you have given insertion to my former letter, I hazard more 
remarks. 

The first thing I would note is the absurdity, or more properly 
evasion and trick, of professing to send an official to conclnde a peacé 
in China, who is to act in concert with the fabricators of the present 
mischief, and take from them their opinions and statements. The 
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oonseqnenoe will neoessarily be« that they will âther be faia xúasterB 
or his enemies. It is inoonoeivable that any man with a sense of per- 
sonal dignity, still lesa a statesman of name and rank, will stoop to 
8uch an office. 

Put the suppontion that a Manchester honse had received informa* 
tion from their ngents abroad that their affiiirs were at a total stand, 
through a prooeeding on grounds which the same agents state thej 
knew to be false. And imagine that a m^jority of the partners in 
eonncil assembled^had determined that the blame was with the agents. 
Fancy then a notable coming forward and saying, " We will send 
ont a clerk, Mr. A., who shall have iostmctions to advise with Mr. 
B. and Mr. C, — take their representations and start the whole train 
on the same raíl, — and so, gentlemen^ shall the house's interest be 
secure." 

I ask if any house in Manchester wonld be satisfied with snch an 
arrangement, or would not declare the plan to be a íraud, and the 
propoeer to be setting at defiance the authority of the partners, and 
laoghing in his sleeve at f-heir presamed imbecility ? 

hl a case of this kind, qui vuU decipi deeipiatur, Ict the man who 
is anxious for it, be cheated. Bnt it would be kind in him to 
sayso. 

Excoso me for taking things disorderly. Bnt time presses, and the 
filibusters are going about like roaring lions. As one who has in his 
life-time been behind the scenes, I would implore my countrymen to 
bear in mind the atmosphere of hate and prejudice through which 
representations from abroad for the moat part reach them. In ali 
colonial estabhshments and foreign settlements, there ia a large por» 
tion of European residents, ofben approaching and sometimes ezceed- 
ing a majority, in whóm the feelings towards everything that bears 
the character of native or non-European, is to be described by no 
trope or figure but that of a ferret in a rabbit-warren. It is the curse 
and plague of everybody who frames a thought of promoting the pub* 
lie good by honest means. It is the self-same spirit as disgraces 
America, and fumishes the world a by-word. It is the cold, habitual, 
constitutional belief, that every man who is stronger has a right to 
take from every man who is weaker; and that this is God's law, 
written sometimes on men's countenance»» and sometimes only on 
their misfortunes. The world will have enough of this before it is 
done. It is the incarnation of the Evil One, on which the present 
times have fallen. Meantime the question is, whether we and ours 
are to bow before it, or to resist it, carelesa of who stands or who 
falis, aa our fathers in their day did, in cases we could lay our banda 
upon. 

And so Liverpool rises against us ! It ia not so many yeara aince 
Liverpool tried to push Clarkaon into the Meraey. May we be 
excused for doubting whether Liverpool ought yet to be out of 
quaraiitine ? At ali eVeuts, thank Liverpool for the parallel. 

One irregular observatioii more* It ia thrown in our facsa that our 



Reaction and Beform. 97 

majoríty was composed of men of different opinions on other subjects. 
Is not this like a convict complaining that a Presbyterian, a Oitho- 
lic, and a Methodist were on bis jury P 

Contrast the statesmanlike, humane, and honourable instmctions of 
Lord Mahnesbnry, with ali that has happened sinc6. If there is a 
heaven for politicails, you and I, Sir, will ask for a comer of the Tory 
bench. 

Tours sincerely, T. 

London, 9 Mar eh, 1857. 

(Mcmehetter Exammer and Times qf 11 March^ 1657.^ 

aO>(Ko« 

Reaction and Refoem. 
To the Editor qftke Manchester Examiner and Times. 

Old acqiiaintance, and the recollection of stirring times when we 
were ali yonnger but not more wide awake than now, make me desi- 
rous to have a few words along with what I believe enemies know by 
the title of the Manchester School. 

Wãive we the question of the merits of the Crimean war. Ali wars 
are evils ; and one evil of that war was, that it left behind it an 
insatiable appetite for more excitement ; a hunger for news of killed 
and wounded, along with shrimps, at breakiast ; and an irrepressible 
propensity to explode, on any appUcation of the match, in favonr of 
strutting in cocks' feathers, and thrusting barbariau beards into the 
fguces of the pnblic. 

And now to see the consequences on the first application of the 
match by men in offioe when they ha^e an object to pursue. What 
that object is, has been told us by a poet of their own. " Let yoor 
Reforms for a moment go" It is the ancient recipe of going to war 
to hinder domestic reforma. The thing in view, is to have over again 
the glories of from 1792 to 1815. The design ii to have an immortal 
stmggle with the revolntionary tendencies which distorb mankind. 
And the mode of procoeding isby organizing a treacherons arming in 
rear of the French movement. It was not coming our way, it was 
going the other. If England had been sitnate near Shakspere's 
coast of Bohemia, there might have been room for specnlation. But 
as it is, ask " Wioquefort, and PuíFendorff, and Grotius," if there can 
be anything more distinctly of the nature of a treacherous attack, 
short of an actual assault upon the French sea-board. It is quite 
distinct ÍTom prudent preparations in arsenais and depôts, which 
every government has a right to make and no questions asked. The 
sting is in the ostentatious call to arms, — the announcement by the 
government that the country is in danger. " The wicked flee when 
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none pursueth." Or an equally jMrobable explanation may be, that 
there was a desire to excite the cry of Laperfide AUnon in Franca, 
for the aake of exuuring the certainty of a contest. Ought not such 
a gorenunent to have its Descendas ? 

And the means taken at home are as extraordinary as the rest. A 
British govemment has avowedly the power of dissolving parliament ; 
and 80 haa an individual of lying dbwn to sleep, but he is responsible 
for not doing it in firont of a nulway train. Was it ever heard or 
thought of, that a goyemment would dissolve parliament on the day 
when war was expected to oommenoe, and the coup d*état be explained 
by preventing parliamentary opposition till the intended mischief was 
accomplished ? Think what dangerous questions, what hard sayings, 
there might have been, and reflect how important it was to silence 
parliament altogether, as long as was practicable, and to get rid as &r as 
possible of those who might have been troublesome afterwards. 

Is there anybody who does not know that war is a dice-board, and 
that a war wantonly and dishonourably begun, may be punished at 
Charing Cross ? If it comes to that, prayers in the churches will 
not save you; and as an American statesman said on another subject, 
there wiU be no attribute in the Supreme to which you can look for 
assistance. It is likely enongh it will not be hindered ; the opponents 
are too atrong, and the madness is in too many hearts. But there b 
a comfort in knowing the house is to be set on fire, if it is only that 
we may do what we can by taking things away. There are noyoung 
men now-a-days ; they are only whisker and puff. The more reason. 
why the old should put their shoulders to the wheel. 

Blackheath, 3 June, 1859. T. P. T. 

O-OjdrJOO 



If it webb donb, 'tweee well it weee done qitickly. 
To the Editor of the Manchester Examiner and Times. 

SuBSEQUENT events, vigorously commented upon in your pages, 
make me desirous of extending the suggestions you were so good as 
to admit into your paper. 

Some men have the luck of being disabled on a fighting day. In 
such case they can do no more than pray their andent comrades to 
remember past successes, to stick to the disciplines of the wars, keep 
the squadron well together, drop disputes about whoshall lead, reoog* 
nize a leader and follow him as they ought to do, and do something 
to redeem the cause from the di^race that is Uke to fali upon it. 

The Germans, through the Augsbwrg Oazette, are bawling for a 
march on Paris, and the Bnglish government is doing ali it can U^ 
hclp them. There is no doubt about what is to be done. ** Pari» 
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rnust capitolate," and then ** ali the gmall revolationary States wiU 
bend their heads, and a healthy air again blow over Europe." It is 
tbe Holy Alliance and no mistake. Franoe is plaoed under the ne* 
oessity of taking the same coorse as in 1792 and following years, with 
probably the same sacoess, and the chance of aroiding the misdoings 
which led to sdbseqaent defeat. The G^ennans had better bethink 
themselves of the Brnnswick prodamation, and how it was paid off 
at Berlin and Yienna. The Augàburg Gazette is playing Brunswick 
now, and in ali this the dearest of dear things is that England is to 
haye her share. In the rude terms of the vemacnlar, ** You are in 
for a joUy war " of five-and-twenty years, unless something is 
" speedily done, and soon.". There is only dne thing worth doing, or 
that has any chance of meeting the evil. When simpletons congre- 
gate, wise men must agree. There most be a meeting like that on 
the banks of the Carron, between Liberal leaders. It may not be 
the strongest of alliances, but any port in a storm. ^ There mnst be 
an end of nice fence, as to how fax this leader will 'fíilfil ali that a 
man can dream of aftersupper, or how fiir this other has been cour- 
teous to ali bis following. The lesser reason must give way to the 
greater. In a shifling gale the seaman will do many things, which 
are the last he would have done an honr before. There are many 
amiable individuais on the other side, who might have held their 
ground if they would. But hearts must be hardened, like the nether 
millstone, to their virtues. The question is» whether the war against 
the freedom and independence of nations is to be fought over again, 
with every chance of being on the beaten side ? The symptoms are 
upon us already, beginning, as it were, in the middle. We are in 
the delights of volunteering, when we are only looking about for a 
war. K quick conveyance is not made with the pro-German Admi- 
mstration in the first days of parliament, the arts of peace had best 
quietly shut up shop for the next quarter of a century as before. 
The lads, would like it. 

Yours &c., 
BlacJcheath, 6 June, 1859. T. P. T. 



NOTES. 



Letteb 

LXXXVI. * Sír Robert Harry Inglis, Bart., M.P.; of what are 

called high Conservative principies in Church and 
State, but an Abolitionist of the meille roche. 

VoL. I., Lettee XXXVI r. To the description of roasting the 
wounded alive at Cawnpore, add extract from an 
eye-witness of the roasting alive of a prisoner by the 
Sikhs and Englishat Eotah (Spectcetor of 13 August, 
1859, pago 838, col. 2). 
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